
[2') Jc'sy, 1931.] '10313

]Eon. J. NICHOLSON: Very well, Sir.
I move an amendment-

That after the woard ''contrary'' the fol-
lowing be strutck out:-''and AhalI extend( to
any hire -puirvbasr agree tut miad e an.d in
opera tiont at or before the vommnemcent'ut uf
this Act.''

The M1INI STER FORt COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: Though I did not
take part in the debat!' on this matter yes-
tcrda v, I ca nnot sit silent under the state-
nients made by '.%r. Nicholson. We have
beffore us the evidence given to the select
committee by reputable firms. They are not
worrying in the slightest degree about the
restrospective phase of the Bill. Mr. Nichol-
son has said we should he fair and impartial.
The clause is fair and impartial. 'What is
there wrong with allowing the hirer to go
to court when he canl prove that the interest
charged is excessive? Is he not entitled to
pro)tection, no matter how long the agreement
has been made? Surely Mr. Nicholson does
not wish to protect firms who do business on
unfit'r and utir-nisonable lines. Does the
hon. member wish to protect people who
attempt to evade the measure? Should not
harsh and nconscionable transactions be re-
viewed?! That is the reason why the retros-
pctive clause has been passed. There has
been almost daylight robbery onl the part of
one or two firns. Reputable firms know and
say that they hay nothing to be afraid of;
it is the extreme cases that have to be legis-
lated against.

Amuendmentr put and negatived.

Clause, as amtended, put and passed.

I'ostp, tied Clause 2-Interpretation:

The CHAIRM.%AN: The question before the
Committee on postponement was the strik-
ing-out in the definition of "Chattel" of all
words after 'any,'' line 2, and the inserting
in lieu thereof of the words "Chattel per-
sonal the sutbject of a1 hire-pur-chase agree-
ment."

Hon. G. Vi. MI1LES: I move an amend-
lcaln on the Amendment-

That the words ''the snhjeet of a hire-
purchase agreement"' be struck out.

Amendment onl the amendment putt and
passed; the amendment, as amended, agreed
to.

I-on. H. SEDDON: The definition of
"Chattel" haviin been amended, it becomes
necessary to strike out certain other words.
I move all amendment-

'That the following be st ruck ohut: -
M.Notor veelde' and 'vehicle ' have tli,

same nmeanlings respectively as in the Tra'iv
Acet, 1919-1i93O.'

Amnicdmen t put a 31( passed; the clause,
;es al mended, agreed to.

I1iil
ilcuts.

again reportel with further amend-

l)iLe aIdjI)uI Jld (it t,.4 p.m.
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The SPEAK(ER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUYESTION-BARK INTEREST.

Mr. J. I. M ANN asked the Premier: As
the recently passed Debts Conversion Agree-
mient Act provides for the voluntary con-
version of bonds at a lower rate of interest,
wvill the same privilege be given to de-
positors iii the Associated Banks who have
money onl fixed deposit covering a period
of two years, thus enabling the Associated
Banks more specedily to lower the rate of
intere-4 to their borrowers?

The PREMIER replied: The question of
bank interest will be discussed at the Loan
Council mieeting- which I am about to attend.
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QUESTION-STATE SAVINGS BANK
DEPOSITS.

Mr. RAPHAEL asked the Treasurer: 1,
What was the total amount deposited with
the State Savings Bank on the 30th June,
1931? 2, How much thereof has been in-
vested, what are the nature and extent of
the respective investments, and what is the
interest received thereon?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Deposits,
£8,S079,048. 2, Investments: Commonwealth
Stock, £C2,280,182; State Stocks, E4,828,021;1
local authorities, £376,984; freehold pro-
perties, £39,554: fixed deposits, £400,000;
hind, buildings, etc., £71,462; total, £7,996,
183; interest received, £E390,667.

QUESTION-UNEMPLOYMENT AND
EVICTION NOTICES.

Mr. HEGNEY (for Eon. W. D. John-
son) asked the M1inister for Railways: 1, Is
lie aware that eviction notices are increas-
ing? 2, Do the Government propose to ex-
tend further consideration to meet the cir-
cumstances of tenants wvho are unemployed
:,nd cannot meet rent payments, and who
have exhausted all the consideration possible
under the Tenants' Relief Act?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, There are no particulars as to the
fluctuations in the numbers of eviction
notices. 2, In cases where the provisions of
the Tenants' Relief Act have been exhausted
and the applicant is u-nable to obtain fur-
ther relief fromn the court, and is on susten-
anice, upon application to the Unemploy-
mnent Relief Board endeavours are made to
provide additional employment to enable
him to tide over his difficulty. The board
has under consideration other methods of
dealing with necessitous cases with the ob-
ject of providing relief.

QUESTION-MINERS' PHTHISIS.

Mr. MARSHALL (without notice) asked
the Minister for Mines: 1, Is it the inten-
tion of the Government to introduce leg-isla-
tion in accordance with the deliberations of
the conference held at the Minister's office
in regard to the Miners' Pbthisis Act, the
Third Schedule of the Workers' Compensa-
tion Act and the Mine Workers' Relief Fund
organisation? 2, If so, when?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
It is the intention of the Government to con-
sider the question of introducing legislation,
but when. I cannot say at this stage.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. 1-IEGNEY: I desire to make a per-
sonial explanation. ily mne was not re-
corded in the list of the final division taken
during the Committee stage of the Financial
Emergency Bill. It was recorded in every
other division that took place during that
stage of the Bill, but it was not recorded in
the final division, which was on the Schedule.
I spoke on the question of rent at about 6
am. but between that time and the taking
of the final division at about eight minutes
after 6 o'clock, it may be that the tellers'
vision had become dim. I do not know
whether that was so, but I do desire to have
my name recorded in that division.

Mr. SPEAKER: I will inquire into the
matter, and if the circumstances were as the
hon. member says, it will he rectified.

BILL-ABATTOIRS ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Mlinister for Agricul-
ture and read a first time.

BILL,-SUPPLY (No. 3), £1,370,000.

Standing Orders Suspension.

THE PREMIER
(Hon. Sir James
[4.40]: I move--

AND TREASURER
Mitchell - Northam)

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable resohi-
tioRs from the 'ommnittces of Supply jund
Ways and Melns to be reported and] adopted
on the one day on which they shall bave passed
those Cornmittees, and also the passing of a
Supply Bill throagh all its stages in one (lay.

Question put and passed.

Message.

Mlessage from the Administrator received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

In Committee of Supply.

The House having resolved into Commit-
tee of Supply, Mr. Richardson in the Chair.
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THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
MAitchell -Northani) [4.43]: 1 move-

That there be granted to Etis Majest 'y on
accoumnt of the services of the year ending
-111th .Iune, 1932, a suin not exceeding
11,370,0001.

This is the usual Supply Bill and, as I have
already explained to th Deputy' Leader of
the Opposition, it is to cover a period of
two mnths. I hope to bring down the Esti-
mates immediately on my return front the
meeting of the Loan Council. I suppose I
shall be away for about a fortnight, and we
shall have the Estimates ready in the mean-
time. It will be noticed that the Bill con-
tains all amount to be provided out of Loan
Fund. There are smiall. Loan jobs going on
most of the time, and these require to he
financed. The usual thing in a Supply Bill
is to include some small loan in the shape of
a Treasury advance. I hope wvithin the next
two months to be able to present the Budget.
I am bringing it down as early as possible
this year so that members may knowv every
detail of the position.

HON. A. MCCALLUM (South Fremantle)
(4A46] : There can he no objection to the
Government being granted supply for the
ensuing two months. I should like to have
heard from the Premier what lie proposes to
do to relieve unemployment. Is any greater
amount to be allotted for this relief than
has been allotted in the past out of the
amounts that have been available during the
last few months? Is the amount to remain
at the sme figure! I am glad to know that
the Estimates will come down early so that
members may have an opportunity to deal
with the financial position of the State. I
am, however, disappointed that Parliamet
has not been given the opportunity this ses-
sion to deal with the unemployment situa-
tion. This particular part of the session
was convened inal -y with the object of
affording members an opportunity to discuss
the position out of which unemployment has
.arisen. Up to now we have not had anythin 'g
from the Government. The matter has not
been mentioned, and no proposal has been
advanced that could be discussed by memr-
bern. I am sure the Premier and h~is Mlin-
isters are impressed with the fact that the
.situation is worse this week than it was last
week. Each week is adding to the difficulty
- -,til we have reached a desperate situation.
It is a sorry spectacle to see the number of

unemployed in every district in the State.
Nothing has been done by tme Government
to meet the position. That is at tremendous
change fromn the promises that were held out
to the people at the last election. The MIit-
chell Government were going to do every-
thing-. There was to he work for all and
prosperit'y for the whole country. I venture
to say that not a home in the metropolitan
area is free from the effects of the unemplov-_
meat; situation, 'Manfy unemployed have
drifted from the country into the city, and
this has made matters worse. So far as one
ran judge the Glovernment have no0 grip of
the situation. They are neither handlin- it
''or cont rotllinmg it. They have no idea of
what has to be done. The whole responsi-
bility has been shouldered off up)on a num-
her of civil servants. Any approaches that
are made, ani suggestions or requests that
are advanced for relief, are brought before
this boa id of civil servants. One is alwav~s
directed to go to the bocard with everything
to (10 wvill' ']',employmnit. No responsibility
or control is exhibited on the part of 1h2
Government. More than once the idea has
been advanced from this side of the House
that the situation is so desperate as to
warrant the whole attention and time of one
Mfinister. Such a. Minister should give his
whole time to controlling the org-anisation
for relief, to deal with anly suggestions for
creating emloyment, and utilising- the
efforts and thoughts of the best brains of the
community to meet the position. Nothing
on those lines has been done. We find, how-
ever, that the Mlinister in charge of unem-
ployment has more departments under him
than in the case of any other Minister in
Cabinet. He is asked to control the rail-
ways, the mines, forests, police, as wvell as
unem'ployment. One may well ask what the
rest of Cabinet has to do.

Hon. J. C. Willcoek: And he is Acting-
Treasurer.

Mr. Parker: And hie goes to the East.

Hot). A. McCALLfJM: Yes, to put imp) an
exhibition or a show over there with the
"Golden Eagle." WVhat is the rest of
Cabinet doingI

The Minister for Railways: I wondered
what your Cabinet did when you wvent away.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM1 : They did their
work. No one can say that any member of
the Government is controlling the unemplo ' -
ment position. Every representation that is
made has to go to thte board. There is no
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declaration of policyv no ideas are forth-
coming from the Governmient to meet the

stutio, hut we find the Minister in charge
has mnore departments to deail with than an).
other Minister. He is give,, unemployment
to deal with as a sort of side-line, a part-
time effort, and lie deal., with it on the
recomnmeudationis [hat come to himt from men
who have no responsibilities towards the
public. We know the pronses that w"ere
made at the elections. We were told what
was going to lie done, hlow the Ste'w was to
be organised and things niade prosperous
for everyone. There wvas to be work for all.
Notwithstanding these promises we have
reached the deplorable position when, there
is not a home in the community [lint is not
affected by it. I listened to the Premier
when lie addressed a number of unemployed
outside the House a week or two ago. The
only hope, if it canl be called a hope, that lie
held out to those murn and women was that
work would be found for them when hie was
able to go on the London market and borrow
money.

Mr. Sleeman: They will wait a long time
if they wait until then.

Hon. A. 'MeCALLEUM: if that is the only
hope that is held out to those people, their
situation is indeed desperate. If I am any
judge of the situation, the Premier wil
not in his lifetime get on the London inar-
ket to borrow money for his works. I
will be a generation before the State can
get oil to the money market for public
works, or indeed before this continent can
get on the money market for that purpose.
Must these men and women be condemned
to go on living merely on the sustenance
they are Dow receiving? Is that the only
hope that can be held out to them?~ 1
should have thought the Government would
have investigated and explored all sources
of unemployment; that they would have
taken a grip of the situation, seen what
it was possible to do in the circumstances,
and thoroughly inquired into all possible
avenues for wvork. I should have thought
they would have seen that the best method
to follow was to get the most practical men
amongst the employers' and employees'
organisations to assist them, that they
would co-opt such men to their assist-
ance, and that they would have formulated
a scheme for investigation along certain
lines so that those manmight inquire into
it and advise the Government as to what

should be done. They should use the
knowledge, the effort, the brains and the
energy of the men who know, the practicai
men of the community. Those men could
be used in the interests of the State. I
am sure that every section of the comnmun-
ity is willing to help, if it can be shown
to them the lines upon which they shlould
go. There is no section of the community
that would hold back. That is exemplified
by the amount of work that is already be-
ing done by 'voluntary committees. In-
deed, more work has been done by them
than has been done by the Government.
Members of the Uovernment are Inerel'-
pushing their responsibilities upon th~e
shoulders of tile committees, whereas the
jo) rightly belongs to t hen,. The v Should
do somethling ill It concrete and1( well 0xrin-

ised manner so that the resources of th-
country might be thoroughly examine(].
Canl wve not take told (if all articles that
are now imported into the country? Can
we Ilot have the situation examined by prac-
tical men to see whether those goods call-
not he manufactured within the country'
Attention should be directed to them, aiid we
should find out exactlyv what can be done
in this respect. fforts, should be ,natds to
get works started here to pr-oduce tlio*
goods and have them manufactured in our
own State. Nothing is done a;id( we are, slill
sending nioney out of thle country.

The Premier: As Are have been doing- foi
the best 30 years.

I-Ion. A1. McCALLUM: Notwithstanding
the posqition in which the State finds itself,
we tire still to drift oil as we were drifting-
during pros perous times.

The I'remier: You did it vouselves.
Hon. A. McCALLUM: Should wre not re-

gard the existing state of emcrgeney' with
the same seriousness as we regarded the
state of wvar some Years ago? The wiar
did not bring the privation and destitution
into our? honmes that this crisis is bringing.
During the wvar, time Government took de-
filli te -ontrol and made thorough investi-
gations inito all ki mnds, of things. -Now. b.-
cause things havye beeni going onl for 31)
years, we are to dift , and drift onl to de--
traction.

The Minister for Railwayvs: We aire
awaiting some results front the Federal
tariff.

Hon. A. -MLCALLUM: The Minister for
17neniplovmnent should not wait. He is there
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to do things. The sooner the cominuni
realises that the 'Minister has no ideas or
his own1, no proposals to advance, hut is
merely waiting for smeone else to do sonme-
tihing, the lbetter it will be. W~e do not want
to do any. waiting. We want to see tiingvj
done.

The Minister for Railways: It is because
of the high tariff that our, industries, are in
their present position.

Hon, A. 'MeGALLUM: If action by any
other GJovernmtent is detrimental to thme Ilimm-
ing of employment in this St-ate, surely the
fact,,, figures and all the details should he
presented with a view to relief being
-afforded. There hats been a Conference At
Premiers in 'Melbourne, and the Premier is
going- away again this week. Has anything
been puit up to that Conference to show how
detrimentally our industries are ailfected,
and how any revival of industryv is Ilinde'J4I
Ib- the position? What isi being done ? A u-e

not we entitled to kniow what, iftntig
has been done?

Thme 'Minister for Railways: We tire going
to get a match factory directly.

Ron. A. MeCALLUM: The situation
cannot be met with those pettifogging, friv-
olous ideas. Families are being put out on
the streets daily. The answer which the,
lion. gentlenian gave to the question put to
him to-day merely sidesteps the issue.
Scores of homes throughout the metropoli-
tan area are now picketed to prevent bail-
iffs getting in, and the Minister knows it.
There is going to be serious trouble.

MAr. 'Marshall: There will be bloodshed
if the position does not alter soon.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Men, wvomen, and
children are being put on the street with-
out a home to go to, and frequently the
furniture is seized. How do the Govern-
meat propose to meet that situation qj Somie
of the landlords themselves are in a des-
pe rate plight,*- having to pay rates and
taxes and other charges while receiving no
rents. Many a property owner is now hiu
foreed on the dole, having exhausted hi'
resources anid getting no income. I had
no fewer than three families at my home
this morning about the position, bein,,
threatened with eviction within the next
two or three days. Protection cannot be
6rven to them any longer. If the Minister
for Education inquires of the school teach-
ers. he will discover that appeals are made
to the children every morning for spare

lunc(h to be given to the little things that
hav,i come without lunich, possibly having
had just a scrap of breakfast. The situa-
tion is becoming worse and wvorse, and
there is no suggestion front the Government
how it is to be coped with. Are the comn-
munity to take it that unless the Govern-
mtent cani borrow money in London there is
no hope! Have we to wait for that) Iii
that event there is a long series of years
of poverty and destitution before the peo-
ple. They cannot be expected to submit
to that and tolerate it, because it is beyond
endurance altogether. I suggest that there
arc many ways in which the Government
could give relief. To begin with, they
thould control all ti public appeals tat are
amade. Individuals should not-The left to
make appeals. People go from door to
door collecting, whether authorised or un-
authorised. There are all sorts of reports
about what its happening in different local-
ities. People -without responsibility are
handling mtoneys. There is a good spirit
abroad to assist in every possible way, but
the Government should see that all money
subscribed goes to the channel for mvhich
it is intended. While many men are going
without mecals, there is huge waste occur-
ring every morning in the city. At the
market places around Perth and Fremanti.
there is tremendous wasrw of foodstuffs
every morning, and there should be sonic
organised effort to save what now becomes
waste from the markets, and also from pri-
vate institutions. In the city blocks huge
quantities of food are thrown away every
day. Why is not some more made to estab-_
lish depots where all that food could be
collected, and whence it could he distribu-
ted to people in want? Moreover, nuiner-
ous persons would send contributions of
macat, vegetables and fruit, though I am
aware that in the country many are them-
selves hard hit. The aggregate collected
Would he considerable, and would help to
case the situation. But nothing is being
done. We are told that in various parts or
the State hundreds of thousands of sheep
will have to he slaughtered, and yet people
here cannot get meat. Cannot an organisa-
tion be created to deal with that position?
The Government are doing nothing. They
depend upon voluntary effort: without pro-
per control or direction. The Minister
knows that unemployment has increased
to such an extent that the funds available
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are not sufficient for buying clothes or
paying rent in addition to providing food.
In the ease of those who hare been long
out of employment, their clothes are in
rags and their boots are worn out. Now.
there are tailors and tailoresses, boot-
makers, and all kinds of craftsmen amiong
the unemployed, and there are fluantities, of
clothing- and boots available though not inl

Ci ondition sitittible for immediate wear.
Could not ,ionic organised effort he made to-
wards the establishmient of a workshop in
which such clothing and footwear could be
mnade fit for use? I do not suggest that
such at workshop should eater for people
other than those on relief. Private efforts
are already being made in that direction;
the effort by girls emnployed in factories on
behalf of girls who are unemployed is es-
pceial Iv creditable. Everybody Is willing,
hut the cifhi ts Ahould be orgaisled and ton-
trolled. In that wvay the situation could be
.actorially eased, I hope the Government
will do something.

Mr, Marshall : It is, all a matter of pro-
per mnanagement, as the Premier said on the
hustings.

]Hon. A. 3I&CALLUIM: I want to be help-
fui2 but I am entitled to he critical iii view
of the extravaigant promises mnade at the
genvial election. So miany of our people are
iii dire distress that the matter should not
end with criticism but should result in help.
The Premier has said that he will attend
the mneeting of the Loan Council in Mel-
bourne, and that there is a possibility of his
reveiving- sonic loan money. I do not like
his chance, but if money is made available
for relief works, I hope it wvill be expended
on somiething' more reproductive than has
been the case recently. In common with other
P3remniers, our Premier undertook that ex-
penditure of Loan funds, should for the pre-
sent be restricted to works which would be
inimediately reproductive, and return all
charges straightaway. Yet we find the CGov-
ernment spending about £50,000 on making
roads in the National Park. By no stretch
of imagination can that work be called re-
productive. Work is being done on a mere
pleasure resort when jobs absolutely neees-
qsari in the interests of the eomnmunity can-
not be carried out.

The Premier: You know full well that
that work is in connection with Blackboyv
Camp.

RioL. AL. M.NeCA1LUM1: The seine kind of
thing has been done at Wanneroo. I am.
told that about £30,000 has been spent on
a road to eaves.

The Premier:. Those are sustenance jobs.

lion. A. MeCALLUM: Cannot the itoney
fur- sustenance jobs be spent on works that
arc~ of use to the comnmunity? The Premier
is breaking the promise he gave to the Pre-
iiiiers' Conference. The works I have re-
terred to cannot be called either necessary or
reproductive. Any amiount of work handy
to the city could have been done
with the samie money. The only ex-
cuise put up for the jobs in questionl
is that work had to be found close
to the city. Is there no work of value
near the city which could have been done
witb that money? I can suggest any num-
her of jobs which must be done sooner or
later, and for -which the State -will have to
find the money. The other jobs could have
been held over for a decade without anyone
missing themn. The unnecessary jobs which
have been done involved extra expense, be-
cause food had to be carted out for the men
employed on them. It is harder and more
costly for the men to live out on those jobs
than if they were able to go to their homes
every night. Public money has been squand-
ered, wasted on those jobs. Fancy building
a1 road to caves at a time like this! I n-
clerstand also that a rest house is to be built
for visitors to the eaves, at this stage of our
history, when want, poverty and destitution
exist among us. It is a serious state of
affairs indeed if that is the best effort the
Government can make and if, in their effort,
we mnust see their outlook respecting the
present situation. I hope something effec-
tire will be done and that the Government
will take steps to secure better organisation
and control of the situation. There must
be further investigations carried out. Can-
not -we take an inventory cdveriag the posi-
tion throughout the State with a view to
ascer-taining -whether it is not possible to
manufacture many of the lines that are now
imported. The Government should invite
the experts on either side to assist them in
their investigation and I am sure that those
experts would be only too willing to further
any such inquiry. I trust the Government
wtill consider the other matters I have re-
ferred to briefly, and endeavour to do some-
thing rather than allow the position to drift.
It is heart-rending to walk down the streets
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nowadays and meet men who once were
comfortably off; good citizens, men who
have always been careful of their earning-s
and have invested in their homes that they
have looked after; good husbands and good
fathers. Now when we see them, they seem
to ble pinched; their clothes are in rags;
they are doi;,n at heel. They show every
sign of being underfed. They are losing
their manhood, and are unable to hold up
their heads and look their fellow men in the
face. Their only fault is that they cannot
secure work and are underfed. Probably
pestered by people to whom they owe a,

si!-ror so, they are forced to live on
charity. If the position is that nothing can
be done until we can go on the London
money market to raise at loan, then the Pre-
mier must recognise the seriousness of the
situation with which he will he confronted.
He will find that the idle poor are much
more dangerous than the idle rich. The
idle poor are increasing and becoming more
desperate every day. They were promised
so much regarding what would happen.
Now the-y cannot see anything being done
for them, aud one can easily understand
why they are restless and desperate. Par-
ticularly do I desire to stress the position

repcing the homes. We know that evic-
tions are taking place and that attempts are
being pnade to prevent bailiffs taking pos-
session. Serious clashes have occurred in
the Eastern States, and there will be clashes
here. They will get worse and worse. As
one who dloes not wish to see chaos rampant
in the community, but rather that a well-
organised state of society should continue,
T want the Government to take hold of the
situation and display a little greater interest
in the affairs of the people than they have
done so far. I have no objection to offer
to the Bill, but I would like to hear from
the Premier that there are prospects of
more money being available. I understand
that At present the Government are spend-
inz at the rate of £750,000 a year onl unem-
plyment relief. I am sure that within the
z,ext month or two, tile number of men out
of work will be increased unless a great
effort is made to relieve the position, as the
result of the Premiers' Conference Plan.
The situation is precarious and the outlook
is anything but promising. I would like to
know from the Premier if the matters I
have referred to have been looked into and
whether there is any hope for the future.

THE PUBEUER (liIon. Sir James
Mlitchell-Noithami-in reply) [5.20]: The
position is well known to the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition (Hon. A. 'McCallum).
He appreciates, as I do, that the unern-
ployed difliculty was apparent before the
present (Government took office, and that
evern in those days there were a great mnIy
men out of work. We have spent on anl
average about £4,200,000 a year, and thle
banks (luring that time have advanced
£1,500,000 of nlew money that has been,
broug-ht into the State. Tha t means that
nearly £ 6,000,000 a year has been spent.
The prices of commodities in those times

.were satisfactory. Now we are faced with
the position that there is not a farthing of
loan muoney available to the State. Th.e
banks will miot, and cannot, make available
ay ne w money. The price.; of wheat and

wool, our main exportable comnmodities, have
decreased by 5iO per cent. Such at position
must create desperate results,. It must Ile
realised by lion, members tha t out- railways,
and other public utilities are not able to
earn revenue its they* did in normal titne.
There is not the traffic, nor is the trade
available. That applies to our harbours ai
well as to our railways. With thle inicome
of the people seriously decreased, it means
that the income tax receipts are corl-elponO
inglY curtailed. All these things have toile
considered in a review of the present sit-
uation. We are not able to borrow except
throughi tire Federal TIreasury. Personally.
I do not know that there is any
hope of borrowing now. With the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I am
inclined to think there is not much hope.
Recently the Prime Minister (Mr. Scullin),
sent a telegram to the State Governments
asking for suggestions, regar-ding work that
could he carried out. The fact that the con-
tents of the telegram were published in the
Press is evidence, T should think, that the
Pmime Minl4er had g reat hopes of securing
financial assistance. To my mind, it would
be wrong to have published the information
if it were otherwise, because the very pub-
icatiomi would lead people to hope where

no such hope was justified. During the pro-
ceedingsi of the Premiers' Conference, it 'va
realised that until we could get back to the
London money market for the piurpo-e of
raising a loan.. there was not much hope of
securing financial assistance. All the Gov-
ernments of Australia realise that we mu4
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go to the London market, :appi eciat-iag the
fact that that is the place to borrow. If
we endeavoured to raise the required funids
in Australia, it would mean11 taking so innIj
money that would otherwise be employed
in industry. We should borrow in London
because we would then have the money
where we needed it to pay our commitnments
and so save the necessity for payment of
exchiange. The cost of exchange to Western
Australia alone amnounts to something like
C600,000 for this year. That is a large suni
of money to have to find. Revenue is lall-
ing, and while tremendous economies- have
beens effected ii expienditure, that fact is not
apparn because exchange has to lie paid
and the expense of unemiploymvient relief has
to he met. I do not know whether what the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition hns sg
gested, could he done, or if that were po,;-
sible, whether it would make touchi differ-
-ne,. He suggested that olul clothes and
iirplus boots mighlt be collected so that they
:-ould 1)0 renovated and made available to
those who are oul of work. For ity% part, I
think that miost people have already giveon
away all their old clothes, and] I believe that
practice hat, always been followed.

Hon1. A. M1ccallumn 1 aml convinced that
large quantities of old clothes could lie re-
ipaired for use nowv.

The PR KMLElI: That may be so and
perhaps the 'Minister controlling- unemilIov' -
ruent. relief will give consideration to that
pihase and Ascertain what can he done. It
is not possible to do more than we arc doing.
The hon. member knows tbat we are assu-'t-
ing our people on a higher scale than k~
paid in any other part of the Comimon-
wealth. It has been said that 360,000 p2ole
i Australia are out of work. In such eic-

eustances, the cost of unemploymnent relief
must naturally hie tremendous. Last year,
notwithstanding the fact that we were uni-
able to borrow much for loan work.:, our
actual indebtednessi at the end of the yc.tiv

totalled about £310,000,000. Our overdraftis
mtnf our revenue shortages. There has been
no loan mioney borrowed since 19:30 for loan
werk,4. rhe (lperstions the hon. member has
re-'eri'ed toi At Blaekboy. were authorised in
order to keel) the people who are there in
some sort of employment. There is a great
deal of work to be done throughout the
State by the unemployed and as, much as

piossible is being done. Much work has to be

done in our forests and in other directions,
including migrration works. Men are em-
ployed on carrying out that work.
All the money the Government can
spend in tbat direction is being ex-
pended to-day. 'Not a penny of loan
money is available now and I-am afraid the
position will not he any better after the next
Premiers' Conference. When it comes to a
question of encouraging people to establish
factories to produce goods here, I think we
have done as much as anyone else. We have
always encouraged that sort of thing and
ever'v other Government have too. There is
A, tremendous amount of work that could be
done along those lines, but there is not the
money Available in the hands of private
people. In fact, I am Afraid we may lose
somse of the factories that are here 11ow.
They are branches of factories establiahed
in the Eastern States and because trade has
fallen off throughout Australia, and branches.
elsewhere, owned by the same firm, are able
to supply the whole of the requirements of
the Comnuwealth, the factories here may
possibly be closed down. We are likely to
see established here--I believe it will he
outrl sooU-a large factory that will turn

out ondesedand preserved ml.A
present We import about £200,000 worth of
those commodities annually. If that quan-
tity could be nmanufactured within the Stare,
it would keep at least 1.000 people permnan-
ently employed in producing and processing
the milk and would also make for consider-
able employment indirectly' . I have alwa -ys
been hopeful that tile lams consumed within
our borders would be made locally, but so
far we have not been able to induce any eon-
qiderable capital to be emibarked in the in-
dustry. If we could, another £200,000 could
be saved in that direction. The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was right when he
said that if we could produce thle foodstuffs
we required, the position would be vni-
pletely altered. It would absorb every per-
son n~ow out of work ' and would Provide
peranent emsploymetit ap~art fromn Govern-
ument work altogether. It has been the cus-
toin for mnany years past to carry out large
Imbhic works each year as the result of loan

funds it w-as possible to raise. By that
means four people have been absorbed and
provided with work. It has kept trade
zolng, and provided] revenue, much for us
lbut a great deal more for the Federal Trea-
surer. All that has stopped, and the intereszt
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,earned last year was greatly less than the
interest paid. In cash alone we had to find
£1,500,000 to make good the interest bill.
That represented interest that was either not
earned or wo-a not colected. The earnings
of our public utilities will be seriously
aiffected until prosperity returns. Hon.
members know that Western Australia as at
State is powerless to borrow. We could not
take mioney even if it were offered to us, ex-
cept onl the security of the Federal Treasury.

Hion, J. C. Wilicock: And that would he
griven without hesitation.

Hon. A. McCallum: It would not take
longv to get tbat.

lion. q. IV, Munsie: If You could get the
money.

The PREMIER: The money would not
be loaned to the State. Whatever the cause
many be. the fact remains that to-day we are
'without a pelny of loan monley to expend,
whereas over a period of years we had a
buze amount. From millions to the position
to-day' is a very big drop. We must remem-
ber also that private enterprise is on the
-vane even now. The country can be brought
out of its trouble when trade is restored and
-when wool and wheat, prices improve. An
improvement in the prices of our export
commodities would make a wonderful differ-
once. Last year the wheat growers received
probably £5,000,000 less than they would
have received had the price been equal to the
average over the last six years. Tf there was
a prospect of good prices for wheat and
wool this year, there would be reason to hope
that we would overcome somne of the unem-
ployment trouble from that source alone. At
present we cannot see any prospect of in-
creased prices for those commodities. I
hope we shall get some relief by the time the
next crop conmes in. If not, there will be
more difficult times for the man on the land
than he is experiencing this Year, because
this season of low prices has followed several
years of good prices. We are doing all that
we call to overcome the unemiploymient
trouble. Nothing imure ran he done without
mioitey. The Gov'ernment had considerable
trust funds hut they were exhausted long ago.
In the past we had the right to an overdraft
in London for temporary use, but that has
grone. In every way finance is more difficult
than ever before, because there is no possi-
bility of getting temporary assistance, ex-
cept through the Federal Government and
the Commonwealth Bank. But for the aid
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of the Conmmonwealth Banik and the assis--
Rnce Of other' banks in discounting Treasury
bills, Australia would have been in a very
SeflOns position long ago. Between them,
the banks found £30,000,000 last year to
flinance revenue shiortages. I1 do not think it
possible to do mnore than we are doing to
raise money. If we increased taxation, I
doubt whether the collections would increase.
Men are out (of work and suffering, aInd lpeo-
pie who were comparatively well off a few
years ago have lost their income. There has
been difficulty for almost all individuals, anti
that has reacted on the mian who wants work.
In the circuinstan ces, I think mnembers will
realise that we ar-e doing everyVthing thalt is
possible.

EON. J. C. WILLOOK (Geraldton)
[5.33j : 1 amt surprised that the Premier has
not given some indication of recogniqing-
that at time of national emergency exists,
and that wvhat was good for ordinary times,
for ordinary organ isation and for carrying-
on in the ordinary way, is not adequate to
mneet the needs at a tie like the present.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition said
the (Government should give somae tangible
recognition of existing difficulties by arrang-
ing that one of the eight 'Ministers should
devote the whole of his time to tackling the
problem of unemployment aind endeavouring
to amieliorate the position. The extreme
gravity of the position demiandis such aetioti
I realise that the national income has
dropped rndably ut it is questionable
whether the money is being expended in the
proper direction or in the most reproductive
way, iii order to tide over this period of ex-
treme dim ieulty. This is a time of such na-
tional emergency that we have had to break
contracts and reduce people's capital, and
do things that would never have been dreamt
of in ordinary times. Msany people are
suffering- great privation, and surely there
are schemes that could be devised and or-
ganised to help them, schemes that would
not be considered in normal times. 'Much of
the attention of the Government should he
devoted to alleviating the distress that ex-
i sts.-

The Premier: A great deal of time is de-
voted to that work, a great deal of my time
and practically the whole of 'Mr. Seaddan's
time.

Hon. J. C. WIULCOCK:- I do not want
to discuss the proportion of work done by
different Ministers. No doubt a certain
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amount of tune is devoted to the work, but
T call imagne a mail wishing to discuss the
question of unemployment being referred to
the board, and if lie could not obtain satis-
faction from the board, it would take a good
deal of time to gain access to the Minister.
If the Minister were out of the State, as the
Minister has been dluring the last three or
four weeks, anl inquirer would not know
where to go in order to get the ear of a
Minister. Whenever a member of Parlial-
ment, or anybody occupying a public posi-
tion, desires to discuss matters of unemploy-.
went, especially if there is a possibility of
providing employment, he should be able to
get the ear of the Minister. Though only a.
limited amount of money is available to re-
lieve unemployment, if that limited sum
were expended on reproductive work, there
would be some lasting benefit to the State.
This question should be discussed by the
.Minister and by the Government, and every
effort should be made to improve the existing
position. It is of little use discussing
whether we shall spend £E60,000 on the Na-
tional Park, or £10,000 at Wanneroo. We
should not spend money except on work of'
a reproductive kind. I realise that a con-
siderable amount of preparatory work is
rScessar'V.

The Premier: We are doing a consider-
.able amount in irrigation schemes.

lion. J. C. WILLCOCK: There has been
no criticism of the Government for having
undertaken that work ;the only criticism
has been that more schemnes of the kind have
not been initiated, instead of spending
mioney in unproductive directions. Irriga-
tion work such as that in hand at Harvey
and Waroona, could be undertaken in other
parts of the State.

The Premier: it would require far more
money per head of the unemployed.

Hon. J. C. WTLLCOCI(: But when
money is spent on such works, we feel that
we shall ultimately get a return for it, and
that the peop~le settled under such schemes
will be placed in a position to produce
wealth. Money could be spent on country
water supplies to increase the stock-carrying
capacity of holdings. The outlook for wheat
is not so promising that we need to concen-
trate on wheat production. Only to-day we
read in the Press that the price of wheat is
as low as it has ever been this centurry.
Consequently, it would not be wise to con-
centrate too much on wheat production.
Unless the wheat market improves consider-

ably, wve must produce income front other
sources. It is time wve laid ourselves out to
discover those sources and niade prepara-
tions for the work.

The Premier: Do 'you think we have not
done that? We have done it, and have dis-
cussed such schemes.

Hon. J1. C. WILUCOCK: Then the dis-
cussion has brought forth no result, because
the Government are still spending money in
-.]]productive ways. I do not suggest that
money should he denied the local authorities,
many- of whom are doing excellent work
fronm their own standpoint, but the Govern-
mient might wcll concentr-ate oi, work that
will be of lwerniallent adlvanitage to the State.
.Su-ely' there are Government works, that
could he advantageously ' undertaken, apart
frtro ad eonstruction or the wvork, that
local authorities are doing. Look ait some
of the w~ork onl which uonmployed are en-
gaged! It is merely vwork to pi eserve a hit
of character in the people, something for
them to dto rather than pasis the time in idle-
ness. It should not be beyond the cap acity
oft the Government to discover more useful
work.

The Premier: That soil of thing. lia 1een
going onl for years.

Hon. J. C. WLILLCOCK: It might he per-
mitted to continue in ordinary time, but,
in a time of national emiergency, a tdifleicit
outlook is needed. We should insi., onl
money being expended on i-eproductive work.
We do not want a dole system tinder which
people give no return for thle assr'tajice
they receive. I do not wish to Ilse the word
,.potentialities" which, to a certain extent,
has been banned, but there are opportuities
for beginning works that will piroduce
wealth for the State. On such works Ave
should concentrate almost exclusively. So
far as wve canl judge, gold is a commodity
which for all time witll command a satisfac-
tory price. The outlook for gold mining i
very much brighter than it has been for
Yearis. We tell people abroad with money
to invest that here is a field for investment,
flint gold-hearing country extends Sfl to
1,000 miles long by 200 miles w~ide, and
offers opportunities for the production of
wealth. 'Money could well be spent in assist-
ing parties of prospec-tors, -so long as the~re
were one or two experienced men in cath
party. The prosperity of the State was
founded onl the gold-mining industry. We
would have been, 20 or 30 years behind our
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present stage of development but for the dis-
thatr of gold. The Minister could tell uts

thtthere is scarcely at portion of our gold
miniing aleets that dotes not give evideaLe of
increased production this, year. Southern
Cross.. Kalgoorl ie, the outback iu fling areas,
and plarticularly the Murchison, give inidica-
[ions of anl increased production of this very
necessary ctommodity. Considerably more
money should be provided to quicken up) the
production of gold in this State. I do not
wish to dwvell onl the seriouas-s of thle rent
posit ion, but something wvill haive to lie done.
Magistrates are telling tenants wito have
taken advantage of the legislation passed
[inst Year tha t they, have had at fair- thin Jis

regard., free rent, and mu tst give their Ianad-
lords5 a chance of getting some return froma
their lproperties. It is a haphazard method
that exists now with regard to rents, If a
landlord happens to have a house in which
an unemployed m'an is living and cann mot
pay, rent, the landlord alone suffers loss, no
matter what thle position mlay be. One in-
dividual alone should not suffer because of
circumstances arising over which lie has no
control. The toss should be spread over the
whole of the community. If i census of the
enipty' houses wvere tak~en, it would be found
that the number was very large. Arrange-
ments could be made whereby desirable peo-
ple should he permitted to live in these
empty houses and by which the landlords
would be able to get some proportion of the
rent. There are many landlords who wvould
rather agree to anl arrangentent of that idd
than permit the houses to rem~ain empty con-
tinuously. No person out of eimployment
is able to get a house at the present time, lint
by' organised effort the Governmien t should
be able to learn of all the deserving cases,
and those people should be permitted to take
possession of vacant homes and the Govern-
meat become responsible for a proportion of
the lent. In a period suhl at; the presentI
we should see to it that no particular see;-
tion of the community suffers a greater los
than the remainder of the comunity. Un-
eipli ,vent figures are increasinRg dailyv and
they are going to continue -to increase. I
have no wish to sound a pessimi.itic note, but
that seems inevitable onl account of the fact
that our- national income has gone down. At
the sRame time, it. the result of organisation.
we canl turn the monley we are spending in
sustenance into productive channels, and the
sooner we do that, the better. We know that

the cond~ition of a large nmumber of the peo-
ple is very distressful. One cannot travel
more than a hundred yards in the streets of
the city without being asked for assistance.
If one lives init suburban area, at least 20
times at day people will call and ask for
work or food, and anyone who is humane
cannot turn a dleaf ear to the appeals that
are made. If that necessity is apparent, as
we know it is, surely we shoulId aake oni
effort to do something onl organised line.
We saw the result of the charitable effort
that hats takena place in thle metropolitani
area ovcr the last twvo week-e,,ds whereby a
sum of over £C4,000 was raised comparatively
easily, though the effort iaivolvipd a good deal
of hard work. Still it proves wvhat organi~a-
tin c-an do, and organisation is better than
a smallI effort here and a small effort there.
I have tn desire to indulge in destructive
criticism, but T do thinuk the Govenment
should tackle th~is matter and endeavour to
co-opt that spirit which is abroad and so
help to overcome the gr-ave position so many
of our- citizens find themselves in. Tile
money that is a vail able enll lie spent in a
better way' than has been done durin tlie
past few mionths, hut that can not he dorne
without organisattion. The full time of a
Minister should be g iven to this matter and
he should invite the co-operation of others.
Thus it wvould be possible to improve very
materially tile position as we find( it Iloiv
and God knows it needs to be eonsidleraill
imiproved.

MR. KENNEALLY (East Perth) [5.53]:
Tile problem of iunemiploymenit is of sit licient
magnitude to warrant f urther attention being
given to it than it is receiving at the moment.
I have no wish to unduly criticise any par-
ticular Minister, but those who, like myvself,
have to go around amiong-st the uneimployed.
realise the desperate straits in which mail '
residents of thle Slate are placed at the
presemnt time. It is not much use the Pre-
mier practically adnlittisuz that the Govern-
muent are hopelesqsland helpless. That is not
a message to take back to the people wvho ne
out of work and more particularly* to thiose
who are homeless. Thle blame cannot be
plated altogether oil the lanudlordls. I have
had occasion recently to investigate a iunil-
ber of cases and I have found thlat in some
instances landlords are in just as bad a posi-
tion1 as tenants. A typical case was brought
tnier my notice recently. Twvo people, both
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unemployed, wore occupying separate rooms are about to be thrown into the street. The
in the one house. The,' owed rent to the ex-
tent of eight or nine weeks and the landlord
stood to them but ultimately* told them they
would have to leave. The landlord who hap-
pened to be the tenant of the owner of the
house, suddenly lost his position. He was
prepared to be reasonable to the men whilst
hie himself had an income, but when he be-
eame unemployed he was obliged to ask his
tenants to leave in the hope of being able to
get a few shillings with which to pay his
landlord and so keep a roof over his famil~y's
head. There are manl'y such cases, and while
it would be difficult to expect the Govern-
meont to tackle the whole question of rents,
at Ihe same time it is necessary that the Gov-
ernient should sax that certain people, par-
ticularly woemen and children, had it) be pro0-
teeted and not throwna out into [lie street.
We passed legislation last session which gave
people some relief but it has become useless
nowv because magistrates, wvhen eases are
taken before them repeatedlx' , can only say
to the applicant that having secured pro-
teetioi' for at given period, the landlord
cannot be made to stand the brunt
of the position for all time. 'Magis-
trates naturally are diffident about con-
tinually extending periods, and ten-
ants arc told that they must leave the
premises%. In the city there are people who
have made up their minds that unemployed
people wsill not be permitted to take vacant
houses. A questionaire has actually* been
drawn up, and each person applyinz for a
house is asked to produce his previous rent
hook, his last receipt. a reference to show
that he will be a desirable tenant, and that
hie is in emplo 'yment. That condition of
affairs presages considerable trouble if it is
permitted to continue. If people out of em-
liloylnent have become penniless and by the
process of low have been thrown on the
streets, nothing will be too desperate for
them to attempt, and no one here will be
able to blame them for anything they may '
do. A deputation put tip) a suggestion to the
Attorne-y General, and later it was submitted
to the 3[inimzter for Unemployment, that an
effort should lie made by the Government to
ascertain the number of empty houses avail-
able, and that arrangements should be made
with the owners by which the Government
should pay, not the complete rental, but a
nominal rental plus rates, and particularly'
should (hat be done in the case of those who

Attorney General and the Minister for 1Un-
employment thought the proposition was
reasonable, and the Attorney General said
he would see what could] be done. When we
mentioned it to the M1inister for I'nemuploy-
ment he replied thait he would see what the
Attorney General was doing with regard to
it. He mentioned this evening that hie is
waiting- for the Federal Government to do
something.

The Minister for Railways: J gave you an
answer ]lng ago.

'Mr. 1{ENNEALLY: The answer we re-
ceived was that the Attorney General would
inquire into the matter.

The Mfinister for Hailways: Nothing of
thme kind; you, as the ollicial head of the
organisation that waited on me, ought to
know.

Mr. IjENNEALLY: The answer we re-
ceived was that the Attorney General is
dealing with it.

The Minister tar Railwayvs: That is not
correct.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Then if the Attorney
General is not giving attention to it, we are
further back than we thought wye were. The
position now is that my M~icawhcr-like
friend who is waiting for something to turn
up in the Federal arena is apparently also
waiting for something to turn up in other
arenas. Whilst he is waiting, many people
are being turned out into the streets.
Also we lbrought before the M1inister the
position under the Tenants, Purchasers,
and Mortgagors , Relief Act. When that
Act was passed we naturally thought
it would protect the unemployed gen-
erally. But when it became operative,
in one case the magistrate ruled that relief
could not be given because the distress was
not occasioned by unemployment. It will
be remenmbered that the Act provides for the
Al'Speuision of interest or instalments due on
the purchase of a home. We thought when
paissing that Act we were making provision
for all homes that were being- purchased and
the payments for which should not be met
on account of unemployment. But in this
instance the home happened to be in the
name of the wife of the unemployed man,
and when application was made for the sus-
pension of interest and instalment payments
the magistrate ruled that as the house was
in the name of the wife and the wife was
not unemployed, the application was not
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covered by the Act. Straightway represens-
tations were made to the Minister, who un-
dertook to have the legislation amended, but
nothing has been (lone in that direction.
W\he~n -the non-payment of the instalment is
due to a man bring out of work, it ought
not to matter whr-ther the house is in the
name of the husband or of the wife, for
the suffering and the necessity for relief
exists just the 'time. An amendment of
that Act must be made if the necessary re-
lief is to be given. But I am more con-
cerned in the attitude of the magistrate-I
amn not blaming him- in saying that magis-
trates must not, by their decisions, place too
much of a burden on any individual land-
lord. It appears to me that when protection
has been given -to the tenant for five or six
months. and the magistrate says, "You must
get out and get into somne other place," the
unfortunate family find themselves up
,against a combination which makes it very
difficult for them to get into another house.
There are other respects in which the Gov-
ernment could assist the unemployed to aL
greater extent thaln they arc doing, We have
a system under which the unemployed are
cutting firewood in King's Park. A truck
is provided for removing -the wood from the
park. As the number of the unemployed in-
ereases and consequently the number of loads
being cut increases also, one truck is not
sufficient for the carting of the wood. I
have asked the department to make available
an additional truck. We could do with en
additional truck in East Perth alone. Most
of the people of that district having been
near the bread line to begin wvith, very
many of them have been affected by the
depression. However, they cannot get any
firewood carted to them. The only truck in
use is not a modern one, and is somewhat
unreliable. We asked for an additional
truck, and] were mnet with the statement that
there was none available. When we pointed
out that there are trucks available at the
State Sawmills, and suggested that a truck
might be placed at our disposal only when a
given number of loads were awaiting re-
moval, we were told a truck could not leave
the State Sawmills because if any of the
other trucks were to break down it would
mean chaos at the mills. I do not think
that answer sufficient. The Crack is there
doing nothing, and the distance it would be
taken from the operations of the State Saw-

mills would not be so great as to render the
truck unavailable in the event of any of the
other trucks breaking down. The Minister
is sending a truck of wood down from
Itovea, and we arc endeavouring to meet
him in that respect. Mt the coinmittee that
have to attend to the delivery of the fire-
wood in the truc-k have to pay for the cart-
agec, and it is vecry difficult indeed for them
to raise that money. There are plenty of
people wanting the wood, but there are no
means by which that wood caii be eartec to
them.

The Minister for R3ailways : I would not
go cold or allow my children to go told itf
there was a woodheap -within half a mile of
me. Some of them out there will not wvalk
for half a pint of milk.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Amn I to take the
remark of the Minister to mean that he is
advocating direct action, or does the Min-
ister mean that a resident of East Perth
should walk up to Kings Park for a load
of woods

The Minister for Railways: You know
what I meain. You have a depot at East
Perth station.

Mr. KCENNEALLY: But that wood is
being carted by the committee operating
there. The Minister does not want those on
the King's Park list to take that wood at
East Perth. The only alternative is that
the Minister expects those in East Perth to
walk up to King's Park, get the wood, and
carry it home themselves. They would ha
quite willing to do that if a truck wvere made
available to them. We would even provide
a driver for the truck. Short of those
people carrying the wood on their backs for
three of four miles, they cannot get the
wvood. Another question to which the Gov-
ernm eat should give attention is this: At
the present tune a man cannot find employ-
meat until lie gets on to the sustenance list-
Hec must publicly proclaim his poverty be-
fore he can get Government work. There
are ti any in who, while they can beg or
borrow a shilling Or a shilling's worth of
food, will not go on the sustenance list. But
the present system offers a premium to men.
who will go on to sustenance.

Mr. Sampson: Would you suggest giving
all the work to those not receiving susten-
ance, and so encouraging them?

Mr. ITENNEALLY: I suggest that when
a man has no banking account to f all back
upon he should be considered for any em-
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ployment that is offering. It should not be
necessary for him to go onl the sustenance
before being considered for employment.
Men should not have to forget their man-
hood before they canl find work. Thle men
-who are trying to do for themselves are
getting no eoura -ement. A man should not
have to he onl sustenance before being con-
sidered for any work that is offering; rather
should we have a system under which we
could encourag-e a manl to refrain fromgo
ig- onl sustenance.

The 'Minister for Railways: And dis-
courage the manl who does go on.

Mr. KENNEALLY: No, I would not say
that. But if at manl is down and out and has
lo go on sustenance, we should not give him
work to the prejudice of another manl who
thon-h penniless is not on sustenance, for
that is encouraging all to go on sustenance.
Our present system encourages aL man to
hasten on to sustenance, for until he does
hie is not considered for employment.

The Minister for Railways: If everybod-y
was honest there would he no difficulty inl
that regard; but since not everybody is
honest it is absolutely impracticable. We
have had orchardists and their sons apply-
ing for sulsteniance.

Mr. TCENNEALLY: All of which sup-
portQ my contention. Those men probably
are trvin g to get on to sustenance so that
they might secure some Government work.
They know they will not be considered for
Glovernment work until they do get on sus-
tenanc. It is time we got away from that
system.

9'itfiptoq suspendled fromi 6.15 to 7.30 po.m

]Nr. KENEALLY: I. should like to know
whether the Premier has taken into con-
s;idration the possibility of reducing the cost
of szocial servics to the community. Such a
reduction shld1 follow the decrease in thle
spending powr of the comnmunity. We re-
cently passed leg-islation which will greatly
reduce that spending power.

Hon. 5. C. Wil~eock: Or its purchasing
ca pacit tv.

Mr. KEYNEALLY: It is the same thing.
That reduction will make itself felt upon the
whole community. It will affect the business
-Pot~le a~. well as the workers. A-s the wage

earner will have less money to spend, there
will he less money to be distributed among-st
the traders. At the Melbourne conference
the Premier's lieutenant, thle Attorney Gen-

oral, advocated a general slide down of 20
per cent. inl everything. Ti the measure that
was recently pissedI we gave effect to that
slide down.

M,~ Marshall : It struck bottom.

Mr. KENNEAI2 LY: Yes, sio far as wages
adsalaries went. If we want to niakei

possible for the people affected to bear this
decrease in their earnings, we must also
carry out the p~romnise contained in thle re-
port of the deliberations of the conference,
where it was said that everything had to
comne down 24) 13cr cent. Has the Premier
taiken intoi consideration thme question of cut-
ting down hy 20 13cr cent, the water rates,
the railway' and tramnway fakres, and the cost
of other sovial services!

Trhe Premier: The lion. mnimner knows that
these'; services aire nkot meeting, their expenses
now.

MNr. KlEN'NE ALLY: Then this slide down
is brought forward with certain reservations.
Apparently% it is not going to be given effect
to.

The Premier: The slide down has already
taken. place.

Mr. KENNFALLY: If there has been
anly alteraition in recent years, it has been
in thle nature of a slide up. As things are,
mnless there is a general slide down in every-
thing. man 'y people will he unable to meet
their commnitments. The Government should
give tile lead in this umatter. If thle Premier
observed the undertaking that was given at
the conference the reduction in wrnges and
salaries would be followed ilmmediately by
a reduction of 20 per cent. in the charges for
social services that arc made to the public.

Trhe Premier: Would ;'ou reduce all rail-
way earnings. by 20 per tent.?

.1r. KEYXENALLTY: I am dealing with all
social services.

Thle Premier: In the case of the railways
that would mean £:600,000, which would
conic off the wages ag-ain.

Mr. KENNEALILY: Surely there is not
going to be a second slice taken off wages.

The Premier: All the time the railways
are making a considerable loss.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The Premnier cannot
be suggesting a second cut in wages, without
ainy relief whatever being given to the wage-
earner.

The Prernidr: if you take £600,000 off
railway revenue you mnst take that amount
off railway expenditure.
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Mr. 1(ENXEALLY: The conference de- that is giveni to the unemployed in the
termined that everything should come down
20 per cent. If the Premier does not intend
to put that into effect, it simply' means that
those who have advocated a general slide
down, as an argument in favour of accepting
the decisions of the conference, did so with
certain reservations, the nature of which they
did not reveal.

The Premier: The Plan was well under-
stood by the gentlemen who suppoi~d it.
It is the Plan which has been put into opera-
tion, not the remarks made at the confer-
ence.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Then we are to
understand that the Plan must be taken in-
dependently from the remarks that were
made by the representatives of this State
who advocated it.

The Premier: By all the representatives
who were there.

Mr. I{ENNEALLY : Then we have to
assume that -when the conference said this
slide-down would affect everything, all they
had in view was that it would cover wages
and salaries, and stop there.

Mr. Marshall: In their view that covered
everything.

Mr. KENNEALLY: In the opinion of
those who advocated the slide, this covered
everything. I hope the Government will give
relief to the unemploy' ed. This is one of the
few things that is developing in this coun-
try, and developing at an enormous rate.
The position is such as to warrant the
special attention of one -Minister. His duty
would be not only to deal with all repre-
sentations made to him, hut by a close study
of the position to make things easier for
those who are now affected. It should be
possible to relieve one 'Minister of all other
duties but this one. If such Minister were to
devote his whole attention to the position,
as I believe the present Minister would do
if he could, a considerable imnprovenment
inight be effected in the situation. I hope
the Government will give careful attention
to the points that have been brought before
them.

HON. 3. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie)
[7.401]: I should like to know whether the
Premier has taken into consideration the re-
quiremieuts of the Minister for Mines in
the matter of assisting men on the gold-
fields who are out of work. To-day those
men are not getting even the sustenance

metropolitan area, and no assistance is ren-
dered to them to carmy on their prospectin~g
operations. Because those men are far
removed from the metropolitan area, we do
itot hear very mnuch about them, but I assure
the Premier that the unemployment prol)-
lent on the goldields is very acute. Local
people are constantly being called upon01 to
subscribe out of their earnings to a fumnd
for the feeding of the unemployed. There
is a great possibility of developing the main-
ing industry provided something is done in
the way of sustenance to enable prospectors
to live. I understood some weeks ago from
the remarks of the Mlinister for -Mines that
he was considering a scheme whereby money
could be made available so that a greater
amount of prospecting could be done. Prob-
ably the Minister has referred this matter
to the Premier.

The Premier: Practically our- last penny
lips already been spent.

lion. J. CU'NNINGHAMI: How far is the
Premier prepared to go, and what money
will he make available in the furtherance Of
prospecting operations? The Government
must not forget that there are unemployed
in centres other than the metropolitan ares,
and that those other people are entitled to
the same measure of justice as is meted
out to the people in the metropolitan area.
Useful employment could be provided if
money were made available for the equip-
nient of parties to prospect the goldfields
for more of the precious metal. As has
already been remarked, that is the one corn-
niodity which we are able to sell at a profit
now%. Other commodities, such as wheat and
wool, bring prices 50 Jper cent, lower thanx
those of 21,1 years ago. The 'Minister for
M\ines should give some assurance that he
will fid additional money to enable pros-
pecting work to be carried on. As regards
unemployment generally, the member for
South Fremantle remarked that the position
ii of so much importance as to require the
full attention of a 'Minister, whose sole care
it should be. Unemployment is increasing
week by' week, and will involve greater ex-
penditure for food, clothing and housing.
It is a big problem. We are now only upon
the fringe of rendering the assistance that
is required. An organisation is needed to
deal with thme work in future. I fail to see
htow a 'Minister can give due attention to
the vast problem of unemuploymrent while be
i., administering various other departments .
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M& MARSHALL (Murchison) [7.48J:
1 support members who have spoken of the
widesipread unemployment in the State, in-
eluding the more remote and isolated dis-
tricts. In those districts the unemployed
suffer as acutely as do the unemployed in
the metropolitan area. One would feel less
critical towards the Government had they
shown sympathy for the unemployed. Such
sympathy as they have finds little expres-
sion ia action. Immnediately upon taking
office 'Ministers showed a dlesire to shuffle
all responsibility' for unemployment on to
local governing bodies and self-constituted
committees. The Government have been
morelv sitting down and leaving the work
to oreanisations which are without statu-
tory pow-er mid over which Parliament has
no control. l'pon approaching the 3fini-ter
in chnree of unemployment we are told thit
n board created by the Government have full
control, and that we must refer all ones-
tions to the board. The unemployment ques-
tion is not of a temporaryv nature, although
there is ii great deal to do in this 'young
State. The time is over-ripe for the ques-
tion of unemployment to be treated as% ever-
pre-ent. With the apl~picationl of science
to production arid secondary industryi , the
(-onsecjuent displacement of human laboiur
must inevitably involve unemployment. The
Premieir declares that lie can do nothing for
the unemployed until such time as he can
borrow. Borrowing amid spending have led
to the present positioin. The Premier hoelds
out no hope whatever to the unemployed.
The banks are now threatening various Gov-
ernments that if certain instructions are
not followed, there will be 110 money for the
States concerned. The banks told the Prime
Mlinister and the Premiers. "Until you do
n9 we have told you, you will get no money."

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.

31r. MARSHALL: A little while ago
that information was published concerning
South Australia, and to-day it is publishedu
regarding New South 'Wales. The banks
have also dictated to the Loan Council.
Our Premier has never differed from the
banks.

The Premier: How do you know what
happened at meetings of the Lan Council!

Mrj. MIARSHALL: I am tellinLg
tie Premier what has appeared in
the Press with regard to his action
in Canberra or Mfelbourne as a
membner of the Loan Council. On his

journeys to and from the East the Premier
had a publicity agent with him.

The Premier: Cannot one speak without
your objecting7

Mfr. MIARSHALL: No one desires to
silenve the Premier, but he speaks and then
deities what lie has said. The Goverament
have not discharged their responsibility with
regard to the unemployed. In view of the
Premier's deelarations on the hustings, the
lion. gentleman should have made some
effort to take control of time position, so that
the surplus products of the State could be
utilised economically for the advantage of
the unemployed. In time of war everything
is put under military control; prices are
regulated, and products are taken possession
of and utilised to the advantage of the coun-
tiny. The present position is equally acute.
W hile waste goes on all around us, there is
no organisaition to take control of that waste
amid feed the hungry with it. What have the
Government done?

The Premier: '.%ore than any other Gov-
ernimment in Australia.

MtI. M.\ARSHALL: Nothing of the kind.
Never since taking office has the Premier
done anything except subsidise outside or-
ganisations and shed all responsibility for
unemployment. When approached by a
deputation at few days ago at the doors of
thlis building, the hon. gentleman said dis-
tinctly that until he could borrow money lie
wvould be unable to do anything for the un-
employed. Organisation would put the
unemployed in a position to provide them-
selves with many of their requirements; but
thle Premier leaves them to drift along on
7s. a week. The position has become so
acute as to require the whole time of on.i
Minmister. A working basis to deal with, uni-
emnployment should be laid down. Even if
the Treasurer could secure all the money he
believes to he necessary for the absorption
of the unemployed, then, in view of his
capacity to spend, there would still he un-
employmnent in Western Australia. We have
tie deplorable spectacle of children being
ejected from their homes and left to wander
about the metropolitan area in search of
a roof. Prospective mothers are found in
the samne unhappy condition. What kind of
race are we likely to breed if that state of
+himis continues? Cannot the Government
do anything except sit back and wait for
something to turn up? The Treasurer hopes
to borrow money and to put the responsi-
biliY of repayment on posterity, as% if
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there were not already a sufficient load for
posterity to carry. A basis of caring for
the unemployed in a humane manner should
be laid down. The Treasurer has not sixid
whether he proposes to reduce the cost of
workers' homes to those who entered into
contracts for such homes years ago. An-
other place wallows in legislation to reduce
the standard of living. To members else-
where such legislation is like wash is to
swine. Will the Treasurer reduce the 'weekly
payments on workers' homes?

The Premier: Relief is being given in
necess itous cases as regards repayment of
principal.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am indeed glad to
hear it. The Treasurer should give relief in
regard to all State essentials. If he con-
siders it right to reduce the workers below
a reasonable standard of living, he should
reduce the costs I have indicated.

The Premier: The statement was pub-
lished some time ago.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am very pleased to
bear that. There arc other services regard-
ing which the Premier will have to consider
a reduction of charges. Whien the wages of
the people are reduced, we cannot expect the
community to pay on the same basis as was
possible when they were in more prosperous
circumstances. In supporting the complaint
made by the member for Kalgoorlie, I re-
gard the Government's treatment of pros-
pectors as particularly unfair.

The Premier: Our treatment has been a
good deal more generous than it was, before.

Mr. MARS HALL: It has not been.
The Premier: And more gold is being

discovered.
Mr. MARSHALL: That is not due to the

Government, 'but to the activities of private
enterprise. The point I want to make is
that in the city, men are receiving susten-
ance. If they desire to embark upon pros-
pecting, they can arrange for a transfer of
their sustenance payments to the district
where they intend to work. On the other
hand, bona fide prospectors, who may be in
need of sustenance, are not able to secure it.
They are forced to come to town and go on
the dole before they can apply to have their
sustenance payments transferred to where
they have been operating.

The Minister for Railways: The pros-
pector is not required to come to Perth to
get sustenance.

Mr. MARSHALL: If that is so, it has
only been so arranged since the Minister

[145J

was approached regarding one Douglas
Horne of Norsenman. On that occasion, the
Minister himself told me there was no sus-
tenance available for him.

The Minister for Railways: No ordinary
prospector's sustenance, as in the past. I
referred to the transfer of sustenance to
where the prospector is employed.

Mr. MARSHALL: The prospector can-
ntot get any sustenance because he is not
unemployed. If that man comes to Perth
and gets the dole, he can apply to have the
sustenance payments transferred, and it
will be done for him.

The M12inister for lRailways: And some-
times they can pay their fares down ad
back in order to g-et the sustenance.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not think the
Minister knows of any person who has done
that.

The Mlinister for Railways: Don't worry;
we know of some such instances.

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 shall not say that
is not so. I am talking about the principle
adopted hiy the Government, There may be
somne individual instances as mentioned by
the Minhicfer, and, of course, that is quite
unfair, The fact remains that the position
reugording, hstenanee for prospectors is as
.1 havc indicaled. In many other ways, the
methods adopted by the Gov-ernment. regard-
ing subtenae paymenits for the unemployed
are unfair. The fact is emphasised that this
question is a Job for one Minister alone to
gr&i71plc with. The unfairness of the pre-
sen1t arrangeent is indicated, when I repre-
sent the position of two men who may have
been emnployed for 15 years- at the same
wages on the same job. Both mein are dis-
missed. One man has been economical, and
has saved his money. The other is a wanton
spendthrift, e~nd is without money when dis-
missed. The man who has been thrif ty is
unahle to get any assistance from the State
until all his money has been spent.

The Premier: He will not need sustenance
until then.

Mr. MARUSHALL: That is all the reward
he grets for having been thrifty and econ-
omical. The other man, probably a drunkard
or a gambler, has wantonly wasted his wages
and yet, as soon as be is dismissed, he can
secure assistance from the Government. The
thrifty man cannot secure that assistance
until all his money has been spent.

Mr. Fenton: He cannot even get a job.
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M1r. MARSHALL: That is so. In such
circumstances it pays an individual to spend
all the money he has as quickly at; possible
because, uneshe does so, he has no oppor-
tunity of getting a job. Surely the time is
opportune for on'e Minister to deal with this
work, and to remedy the disability to which
I have drawn attention.

The Minister for Railways: You would
require a dozen Ministers to unravel some of
the problems you can see.

Mr. MARSHALL. Nothing of the sort.
The 'Minister for Railways: it is absurd

to suggest that we should give something to
the man who has funds, and allow others to
starve.

Mr. MARSHALL: I1 did not suggest any-
thing of the sort. 1 suggest that the man
who has been thrifty and has saved his
money receives no reward.

The Minister for Railways: Do you sug-
gest that the dole is in the nature of a re-
ivard?

Mr. MARSHALL: No, hut we shiould en-
courage people to be thrifty.

The Minister for Railways: The only way
is to penalise the man who is not thrifty.
How do you suggest we should do that?

Mr. MARSHALL: You are penalising the
man who has been thrifty.

The Minister for Railways: Not at all.

Mir. 'MARSHALL: Yes, you deprive him
of the right to get a job until he has spent
every penny. I tail quote the case of a man
at Subiaco. He was employed on the sew-
erage works prior to the depression. He is
a thrifty individual, and saved money. He
has not been permitted to take a job during
the last 18 months because he is not on
the dole. The engineer in charge of the work
would be pleased to employ him, because he
is a capable worker. He will have no chance
until he is in receipt of the dole.

The Minister for Railways: 'You are re-
ferring to relief work.

Mr. MARSHALL: Surely a position such
as I have indicated should be reviewed.

The Mfinister for Railways: All right.
Ron. J. C. Willek: Then you will re-

view itI
Mr. MARSHALL: No, the Minister will

do nothing of the sort. He will sit back until
the Treasurer is able to borrow money.

The Minister for Railways: I am listen-
ing to you, and that is a bit of a task.

Mr. MARSHALL: When the Estimates9
are considered for the current year, I hope
money will be set aside for assistance tc
bona tfide prospectors.

The M1inister for Railways: Put money
by! Where shall we get it?

Mr. MARSHALL: It would be more
economical to put money aside than to spend
it on the unemployed at Blackboy. The
money spent in that direction could be bet-
ter employed if it were handed over to the
MNines Department for the assistance of bona
fide prospectors,

The Minister for Railways: What would
y-ou do with the men at Blackboy

Mr. MARSHALL: There are men there
wvho would be out prospecting if they could
get susteunne. The position is all wrong,
and should be reviewed.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) (8.10]:
Like other Opposition member;, I desire
some enlightenment from the Premier before
I finally agree to support the Hill. I want
t6 quota some expressions of optimism by
the Premier at the time of my initial entry
into this House.

The Premier: It is a pity that you have
fulfilled all my expectations!

Mir. RAPHAEL: The Premier hias ful-
filled my expectation of him, and that wa
that it was up to mud to put such a mnHa1It
the head of the affairs of this State.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
The Premier: It is all right. The lion,

member says one thing here and anothei
elsewhere.

Mr. RAPHAEL: On one occasion when
the Premier was awake he had this to sayv-

So far as the internal condition uf tht
State is concerned, the futulre is bright. Tin
extent and quality of its wheat and dair yin
lands and pastoral areas have been proved
The seasons can be depended upon. There i:
latent wealth in abundance. Salvation lie!
in tapping this latent wealth by inereas&
work and production; and as a means to thai
end Agricultural Bank activities miust hN
stimulated under legislative authority. It i!
recognised that there can ha no genera
prosperity until all are at work again. Worl
will beget production, and production, in turn
will spell progress and prosperity.

'We have some idea of the -wealth that has
come to the State through the leadership of
the Premier. We have had the spectacle ol
one Minister of the Crown careering round
the continent like a Wirth's circus, showing
a piece of gold.
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The 'Minister for Railwavw: The only
thing- missing was Judy-von!

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Minister was pres-
ent in that capacity. There we had the spec-
tacle of a 'Minister wasting public funds ';n
an effort to raise a few bob. It is absolutelyv
ridiculous. He camne back without a shilling
piece. I take this opportunity of congrat-
ulating the Country Party inembei, for
whom I hare a lot of respect. They are
putting it all over the Nationalist mnembers
for the metropolitan area. Look at the
money that has been wasted by the (lwovern-
ment on different projects. Take the War-
oon1A job. Many thousands of pounds were
wasted because the dam was absolutely
worthless.

Mr. 1%arshall: Why?

Mr. RAPHAEL: Beeause the water rail
around the side of it. They could not stop
it. That was a wonderful job on the part of
the Minister for Works. I do not intend
to enumerate the works that the Countryv
Party, members hare been able to have un-
dertaken, but I regret that the metropolitan
members have been so lacking in their duty, .
I thought that some small job of a reproduc-
tire nature would have heen undertaken in
the metropolitan area, but there has inot been
one. I had great expectations of the mem-
ber for Canning (Mir. Wells). I hare
known him for many years and he has al-
ways been active, eapeciafly when selling
something belonging to sormehody else.

Mr. Wells: I would not get much if I sold
y~ou.

'Mr. RAPHAEL: I thought the hon. ni-
her wouldl have co-operated with me, seeing
that our districts adjoin, in order to get some
improvement made to the Causeway. Some
3D years ago the Causeway was construeted
for horse traffic.

Mir. H. W. Mann: You were not here then.

-Mr. RAPHAEL: No, I had just been
born. 'Not once has the member for Canning
attempted to co-operate with me in trying
to relieve the distress of the unemployed.
There is nothing more disgraceful than the
Canning Camp, which is in his district.
When I first visited that camp the Govern-
ment were permitting people to live under
bag shelters. One woman who was expecting
a baby was living within a few feet of a
latrine. The men in that camp were given
a definite promise of work by the Govern-

mont, and yet the Government permitted
those condit ions to exist. The Returned Sol-
diers' League and the Ugly Men's Associa-
tion are two organisations that have helped
those people to make themselves more com-
fortable during the winter. The Govern-
ment have allowed timber to the value of
nearly half a million sterling to lie idle in
the State Sawmills yards. T thought -some
housing plan would hiave been proposed by
the Government, and that the uinemployod
would have been given an Opportunity to
use the timber to build homes for themselves.
There are hundreds of carpenters and build-
ers' labourers walking the streets in idleness
receiving the dole, and they are given no
opportunity to use their labour on providing
homes for themselves. It would have been
of more credit to the Premier had he given
such people a chance to construct homes for
themselves. The Government apparently
are beginning to wake up to the problems
of unemployment, and to the desperateness
of the conditions existing. No one is
more alive to the situation than the
Minister for Police. Reali-sing the des-
perate conidition into which the unem-
ployed arc being forced, he intends, I be-
lieve, to make a fairly big addition to the
police force. That will he necessary unless
something drastic is done to assist the un-
employed. The member for Murchison (Mr.
Marshall) was said to have misquoted the
Minister in stating that a man who was too
proud to accept sustenance while he could
get assistance from relatives had been denied
work. There are many instances of unein-
ployed having been told that, if they did
not go on the dole, they could not get work.
The Government are repeatedly complaining
of the shortage of money, which they give as
the reason for their inability to put neces-
ar v works in hand. Tens of thousands of
pounds could have been saved, but the Min-
ister has assumed the dogmatic attitude of
saving to the unemployed, "Get-on the dole
or you get nothing." This is demoralising
the people and dragging them lower' and
lower. O'ne speaker mentioned the dearth of
firewood for the unemployed. It took me
81/ months to get past Mr. Shapeott and
Mr. Stitfold, two gentlemen of the Premier's
department who could talk over the whole
range from heaven to earth and never get
near the truth.

The Premier: That is not true.
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Mr. RAPHAEL: Tt is true. If there is
one man I should like to see out of the Gov-
ernment; service, it is Mr. Shapeott.

Mr. Corboy: Every Leader of the Opposi-
tion has said that, and when he has become
Premier, he has kept that gentleman there.

The Premier: I never said that.
Mr. RAPHAEL: If ever T get there, I

know what I shall do. Those two men stalled
and twisted so much that T had to go to the
department myself. It was the job of the
Governmeut. to see that the unemployed wore
supplied with firewood. After months of
battling, I managed to get a truck from the
State Sawmills, but T regret to say it was
necessary to spend £22 on the vehicle after
wve had had it six weeks. The truck was as
rotten as were some of the promises Imade
by the Government. The Minister is evi-
dently of opinion that children, on reaching
the age of 14, can live on thin air. I do not
know that he said as much, but his actions
indicate it. A man in Victoria Perk has six
adult children and one under the age of 14,
and he is receiving 28s. a week on which to
keep himself, his wife and seven children.
Whent the 'Unemployment Board was ap-
pealed to, the officer said that under no con-
sideration. would the Government grant sus-
tenance to more than one child over the age
of 14. Is it right that a kiddie, on reaching
the age of 14, should he denied fond in this
country? There is no lack of foodstuffs
here. Owing to the improved machinery in
use, the world is producing enough food for
itself and for another world like it. The
Government claim to be rehabilitating the
finances of the State. On the steps of Par-
liament Rouse the other day the Premier told
the unemployed that, until he could balance
the Budget, there would be no hope of bor-
rowing in London. The Premiers are at-
tempting to balance budgets under the Plan
recently adopted, but we shall hare a deficit
of a million pounds. No matter what scheme
of rehabilitation is proposed, apparently the
unemployed will he in the same difficultv in
10 years' time if the present social regime
continues. Th the world to-day there are
20,000,000 to 30,000,000 unemployed. I
can only conclude that the whole social qys-
temn is collapsing. The sooner it does col-
l apse the better. Other members have urged
that the Government should investigate
different avenues for absorbing the unem-
ployed. I hope that this will be done and
that the Government will not continue to

waste public money. In referring to tl
waste of public money, I might mention tl
Greenniount deviation. I believe ten-4 (
thousands of pounds were wasted there, th.
the job has not been completed, and thz
when it is completed, it will be useless. I
the Premier had obtained sounder advice,
believe that money could have been devote
to better use. The unemployed arc becoir
ing desperate nwing to the rent difficulty.
notice a pained expression on the face c
the Chief Secretary' . T hope the -Ministe
for Railways will try to keep a few of hi
promises to the unemployecd. One Of hi
promises was that any man would he pci
mitted to earn up to one day's pay per wee
in order to pay his rent.

The -Minister for Railways: Who sa'
that?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Minister did.

The Minister for Railways ; You knoi
what I would call you if I could.

Mr. RAPHAEL:- And ten times that t
the Minister. The Minister made that pro
wiise, not only to me, but to other member
of the Labour deputation. The Governmen
have curtailed that order and, if the unem
ployed now earn a "bob.." they have to re
port it, and consequently the landlord is no
given a chance to receive anything for th.
use of his house. I do not know whetlie
the Government axe aware of the terribl
conditions inflicted on the unemployed b,
bailiffs. A few months areo some furnitur1
was put out into the street by hailiffs, and I
with the assistance of 200 unemployed, pu
it hack into the house. It belonged to a mai
who had been in the country for 64 year
and who had a wife and three children. Tb,
few scraps of furniture were not wort]
selling. The man had applied for relic:
under the Act passed last year. The hous
was owned by -Miss Montgomery of Fre
mantle, probably one of the wealthiest faend
lies in the State. The man was refused pro
tection, and the bailiffs, concluding that th4
furniture -was not worth taking, tossed it jabi
the street. How any Government, aftei
makring such promises to the electors, cat
permit such a thing to happen, passes ma
comprehension. The baseness of Minister.
in acting as they have done towards the un
employed is beyond words. I hope the elee
tors will soon have an opportunity to e.
press their opinion of the Oovernment'i
actions. I hope the remarks made from thi4
side of the House will sink into the minds ol
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the Government, and Lhat they will make an
effort to carry oUL their election promises
and do something for the unemployed.

MR. HRGNSY (Middle Swan) [8.20]:
Undoubtedly unewployment is a canker on
our present social system- It is a problem.
to which everyone should give his undivided
attention. Unfortunately the position, so
far from improving, is growing worse. Ow-
ing to the policy of deflation that has been
pursued by the Governments of Austra-

Ilir. Panton: By the banks.
Mr. HEGNEY: By the Governments tak-

ing directions from the hanks and following
out the policy of the banks, unemployment
has been created. The more the policy of
deflation is pursued, the greater becomes the
volume of unemployment. Eminent bankers
themselves have stated that as a fact. Mr.
Reginald McKenna, in his lectures on the
problenis of banking and the problems con-
fronting the world, stated specifically that
under the policy of deflation being pursued,
unemployment would necessarily increase.
We have only to look at 'what is happening
in every country of the world. IUemploy-
ment is, increasing everywhere. Is it not
ratther an ananclhronism that at this period
of the 20th Century we should have poten-
tial 'wealth producers looking for the right
to earn a livelihood, remembhering that we
have an increased number of people pre-
pared to consume that wealth. In our own
State as we have been told by the Premier,
there is latent wealth in abundance and
there is room and plenty for all. In spite
of the fact that distribution and exchange
have broken down, we find that the potential
wealth producers cannot be put to produc-
tive work and that those -who were the con-
sumers before have not the wherewithal to
buy what is produced. It is because of this
that we are suffering a period of inactivity.
I am not saying that it is the fault of the
present Government that the problem of un-
employment remains unsolved.

The Minister for Railways: The position
in the other States is equally bad, if not
worse.

Mr. HEGNBY: I am aware of that, but
it is no reason why the Government of
Western Australia should not organise their
nethods more effectively to try to solve the
3roblem here.

The Minister for Railways: The problem
'world-wide.

Mr. HEGrN&Y: It is part and parcel of
the prescnt system that with improvements
to machinery and the in~taidauou ot cajat
machinery, workers are being displaced fronm
industry. The policy that bas been pur-
sued by captains of industry in recent years
is to displace workers by the tntroduiztioii
of modemn machinery, and to that extent
they are creating unemployment. In forre~er
periods of stress, there were never less than
60,000 workers unemployed in any year in
Australia and many of those worked in sen-
sonal occupations. On the subject of bor-
rowing money, the Premier made a state-
ment to this Rouse to the effect that it
would not be possible to borrow on any-
thing like the scale of previous years, end
consequently many men who had previously
been employed in industries, could not now
be absorbed. Later on he told us that herein
lay the diffiulty because those men wm e
not now employed in industry, and that dot
ing prosperous times others were eng-aged
on public works. How does he expect that
they are going to be engaged in industry in
a period such as we are experiencing now or
are likely to experience during the nexst
few years?~ The problem of unemployment
is becoming more serious; there is no doubt
about that. No one can escape the difficul-
ties with which people are faced at the
present time. Women and children aie in
dire need and in many eases they are being
ejected from their homes. The question of
rents has been a burning one during the
past 12 months. Only a fortnight after I
was elected to this House I joined a deputa-
tion to make representations to the Minister
for Works, and later was associated with
a deputation that waited on the Attorney
General and the Minister for l'nemplovxnent
in the hope of getting the rent problem
solved. To-day the position is even more
acute.

The Minister for Ranilways: You are nira
suggesting that the rent problem began jiist
after the previous Government went out of
office?'

11r. HEGNEY: It was developing then.
I am not saying either that the presient
O-overnmcnr are re.-ipon'iible for existing un-
employment. I do not make rash statements
to bolster up my ease. I have ai fair &deg
of the economic position. The rent. lues-
tion is becoming worse and we find that
people who have exhausted the process of
the court have now to get out and be adde-d
to the list of those that are being referred
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to the unemployment board. Those people
are in desperate circumstances. The Attor-
ney General -who was dealing with the rent
question some time ago promised to grive
consideration to the request that was made!
to him to introduce a Bill to deal with it.
He said that the Government were consider-
ing the idea of I'mobilising empty houses"
for the purpose of finding Ahdter for those
who were homeless. There are also those
people who have paid small deposits on
houses and had been paying instalmentbq for
periods of 18 months or two years. I know
of numerous instances where people have
had to let their homes go because they cold
not keep up the payments. Take
the case of a mnarried man with one
ebijd: he receives a guinea a week,
which will hardly keep him in
food. He has nothing with which to
pay rent or buy clothing. It is true that
for a time the Government were able to
utilise the activities of local governing auth-
aritics, and those bodies raised sums of
money as best they could by exploiting all
the avenues that were available for the pur-
pose of supplementing the funds furnished
by the Government. At Bayswater, which
is part of my electorate, the authorities have
practically exhausted their efforts to aug-
maent the Government sustenance amounts,
and lately th~y have been unable to raise
the quota to enable them to purchas e the
military clothing that is being made avail-
able. We have put up the position to the
Government, hut nothing has been done. We
are aware that there is ample work to be
done, and that it is all a question of money.
We have been told that when the Budgets
are balanced, money will be made available.
The Premier will be leaving at the end of
the week to attend another meeting of the
Loan Council, and it is to be hoped that he
will exercise the full authority of his office
and impress on the other members of the
Loan Council the urgent need that exists in
this State to start works of a reproductive
character. There are many national works
that can be undertaken, -works that if it were
possible to put them in hand, would absorb
large numbers of men and carry them over
difficult periods. The organisation of those
works is a Government job. Look at the
activity that prevailed during the -war
period, the manner in which services in
every direction were organised for the pur-

pose of defending this country against f
theix existing peril. WVe art! now faced wvi
a udlitrent peril, that of economic disast
if the country does not try to supply t]
needs oif the people, and try to find work f
the large number who are unemployed.
hope that when the Premier goes to V
Eastern States he will use his utmost effoi
to try to get money to enable us to pat
hand nteessary work. We know that the
are different policies as far as (1overnmues
are coiicerned. Attempts were made
create a central reserve bank, and to ma]
the Commonwealth Bank a national ban
All those efforts, however, wvere frustrate
and the Government were forced back to t'
policy of deflation. Eminent authoritiesi lil
Reginald Mcl'enna point out that deflatii
necessarily mnearis unemployment, and th
only by a stabilisation of prices can a po,
tion such as that we are passing through nc
be improved. Financiers generally emph
sise the fact that the monetary system h,
broken] down. One suggested that silver en
reney should he exploited to assist in tb
critical period. However, those are que
tions for experts and economists, hut t]
fact remains that if we do not face the pro
1cm, evonoici disaster will overtake ti
country. rfhelctore, I tiust that when t]
Premier goes to the Eastern States he w
do his utmost to secure credit to help1
tide over our critical period.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [SAO
Tim' present is an opportune time
discuss the question of uneniploymer
This Parliamcit was called together in t]
first instance, principally for the po' PO
of dealing with unemployment. Yet we ha'
not had what might he r-alled a full deha
on the subject. The Government of the do
however, cannot take exception to the met
hers; of the Opposition Offering suggestioi
at the present time for the purpose of all
vieting the distress that exists. The Minist
for Unemployment has not 'een criticised'i
taken to tas-k for falling down on his jo
because, as has been stated, his Job
too muach for him at the present time. I
has so many other irons in the fire, and coi
sequently it is not possible for him to d
vote the whole of his attention to the bun
ing question ef the moment. The peopl
not only of Western Austin in, but througl
out Australia and throughout the world, r
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aize that the present is thle -worst time the
world has ever known. Consequently, it
devolves upon us to put forward every en-
ergy to try to mitigate our difficulties. We
know that grants have been made to local
governing bodies, and in all sincerity I say
that those grants were as liberal as the f unds
of the bovernment permitted. In my
district, through agitating, we have been
receiving about £200 per week for the
relief of the unemployed. That money
would go a long way to better advantage if
it were utilised in a different manner. If it
is costing us £200 per week in a small com-
munity such as that, merely to afford relief,
then if the money were put to some better
use by the local authority, the country would
be much better off. The mere advancing of
money to alleviate distress will get us no-
w~here. I have advocated that, instead of
the local authorities having sole control of
the money supplied to them-and I have
every sympathy with the local authorities;
I am a member of the Bunbury Municipal
Council and so I know what it is to have to
administer Government funds. It is no
sinecure. Although the local authorities
have been taken to task for the way in which
they are administering these relief funds,
it is no function of theirs hut a function of
the Government. As I say, I have advo-
cated that a departmental officer should he
sent to a district such as mine to take charge
of, say, Bunbury, Collie and the Busselton
areas. He would be directly under the con-
trol of the Minister, which in itself would
be an improvement. But to have this money
expended merely to afford relief, the shift-
ing of sand from one dump to another, for
the winds will blow it back next day, or the
shifting of sand on the beach for the water
to rush it back the following day, can give
no lasting benefit.

The Minister for Railways: You are
making a serious reflection on the council,
of which you are a member.

Mr. WITHERS: I know it; it must be
confessed that the council has not been us-
ing the money to the best possible advantage.

The Minister for Railways: Then I had
better out it off.

Mr. WITHERS: No, I do not say that.
The sustenance is essential to the keeping
together of the body and soul of the unem-
ployed. But I say it might be expended to
better advantage. The Government say,
"We have no money, hut we wilt give you

£:200 per week for the relief of the unem-
ployed." It is all very well, but really no-
thing permanent is being done with the
money. In my view it ought to be used on
some reproductive work. The money may
as well be available for men merely to come
along and collect it and go back home again.
The mere fact that the work is carried out
tinder such eonditions is absolutely useless.

The M1inister for Railways: That means
you do not want this money spent in the
Buabury electorate,

Mr. WITHERS: I want the individuals
to get the money, but not necessarily the
local authorities in the way adopted in the
past.

The Minister for Railways: In other
words you want the money circulated in
Bunbury, but do not want it-

Mr. WITHERS: The effect of the pre-
sent system is to do, with the aid of unem-
ployment money, work that is normally
done by the local authorities out of ordinary
revenue, That is not right.

Mir. Kenneally: It has resulted in muni-
cipal workers being thrown out of work.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes. We have had
men put out of employment because susten-
ance money has been provided for work in
the district. Work is done with the aid of
that money that should rightly be carried
out at the expense of the ratepayers, as the
result of the rates paid to the local authori-
ties. In my opinion, the money could be
spent far better by the Government them-
selves if they were in direct control of the
operations. The Minister interjected that
good work -was being done through the For-
ests Department. I appreciate that fact,
particularly ats it applies to my electorate.
At the same time, a certain amount of u-
fairness has crept into even that phase of
the work because of the fact that three or
four different departments are involved.
For instance, a number of men were picked
up through the local govening authority and
were sent to Claymore to engage upon cer-
tain work. When picked up, they were told
they could earn up to £3 a week. They
wrent out to the job on that understanding.
After they had started -work, it was ascer-
tained that some of the married men had
one child only in their families. ' The
effect of that was that their earnings
were reduced to £2 Is. In other in-
stances married men -with three children
had their earnings reduced to £2 14s. In
each instance the men had gone to Claymore
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on the understanding that the Government
would act in good faith towards them and
pay them at the rate of up to £3 a weeki,
in accordance with the understanding. Inl
such circistances, the positions of mem-
bers of Parliament are such that they be-
come members for the unemployed. That
class of work takes up most of their time,
aind they have to dodge from one depart-
nment. to another. They have to get in touch
with the local authorities in control of thel
work, the Minister, the Labour Bureau, the
CUtn:plovnirnt lie icl Board, the Forests De-
partment, and so on. A member soon ap-
prediates. that hie does not know who actu-
ally controls the position. The men who
were picked up for Claymore are also rem-
quired to pay their fares, and a certain pro-
portion is deducted from each pay for that
purpose. Inquiries showed that, in the first
place, the Labour Bureau provided the
money for the fares and sent the acoounfl
on to the Unemployment Relief Board foe
a recoup. The hoard sent the application
to the Forests Department with a request
that the money should be provided from the
departmental funds. Here are four depart-
ments involved, including the -railways. I
do not know how the men at Claymore will
get on and whether, in view of what they
consider the unjust treatment meted out to
them, they will pull out and refuse to con-
tinue on the job. It is said that if they do
so they will not be penalised from getting
any further sustenance-

The Minister for Railways: Who said
they would not be penalised to that extent91

Mr. WITHERS: I understood-
The Minister for Railways: Don't under-

stand anything of the sort. Tf they refuse
to work when provided with a job, they will
get no further assistance.

Mir. WITHERS: If they are penalised
in the circumstances, it will be to the dis-
credit of the Government.

The Minister for Railways: I do not care
anything about what you describe as "dis-
credit."

M.%r. WITHERS: If the Government send
men out to work on a certain understanding
find fail to abide by that understanding, tHe
men are certainly justified in resenti'ng the
position.

The Minister for 'Railways: They can
make whatever complaints they desire. hut if
they take matters into their own hnnds and
return to Bunbury. they will not get susten-
nce, or more work.

Mr. WI.THERS : These mnen fid that Oit
are able to earn two-third-i only of what tiit
were told they could secure on the Jobi. [hi
have every reason to conmplain of tiht po-
tion , and certainly they will n~ot get ai
recoup for lost time, because the Goben
ment will not pay retrospectively Certa
work has been done in the South-We
where unemployment funds have been us(
for establishing irrigation works. The Go-
erment have been complimented onl tI
work, and T certainly think that if it wei
extended to embrace the lands along ti
Sonth-Westen railway, near 13runswick,
would be ,justified. T am sorry the peop
iil the district have not been able to 41
eye to eye with the Govrnment, and liii'
retarded the progress of* drainage work
those pars. It is lime the Goverimei
looked round for other reproductive worl
of a similar description that could be untie
taken with advantage to the State. The Fi
ancial Emergency Bill has already had
detrimental effect in thle rduction or' ti
wage.- p~aid to Government emlplo 'yees.
that i-, extended, thle wages paid to those
private employment will also be adversel
alffeeted. The result of that wNill be il
reaching in the counti v districts. T do n,
know liowx the metropolitan memnbers Na
regarding charitable institutions, but

country arca-, it ha'; been customary fi
years past to conduct appeals with a vie2
to raising necessary funds. I have bet
intercsted in a number of local chiarities, ai
at one time it was not difficult to secure
generous response fromi the, people. Noi
adays the various hospital;, health centr
and other deserving charities flid it dlitl.et
to raise the necessary flrn'is to ciiahle tho
to continue op~erations. T know then positit
that lias arisen since the imposition ofPt
hospital tax. A number of People hav:e1
ceired accounts, from the Groverniur':t f
hospital expenses. Before the end of t
financial year, there -will he hundreds i
pounds outstanding that will tiever be or

lected because people arc out of emplo
inent. In fact I cannot see how the C4ov-r
meat. will be able to carry on the aetiviti
of our various hospitals. I do not want t'
Mfinister to think that memnbue' have spolk
merely to criticise the Government's actin
in various directions. We can make sugge
tions where money has not been s])ent to t'
lbest advantage, but at the same time, I
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iot know that we are exlnelei to ptopoud
alans for the proper financing of untemploy-
ment relief. Some time ago J did have ia
)Ian in mind for the development of the
south-West, and I am atisfied that if the
lovernment gave serious consideration to it,
hey would riealise that it fuarnished one of
he best means of absorbing the unemployed
a that part of the State. M1y pr.oIposal was
o have land cleared before settlemen1t. Ilold1-
ags could be prepared in readiness bor set-
ters wvho would be expected to astsume full
espoasibility for the holdiugs as soon1 as
hey took possession. 1 think that method
'ould be preferable to merely allowing -ct-
'era to go on sustenance. TIne lurid I have
s mind is adjacent to railways.
The Minister for Agriculture: Would it

ot cost more than it would be worth to-day?
Mr. WITHERS: I do not know. The

alk of the money spent by the Government
)far has been really is.-spent, mid in a
ams has meant carrying bricks from one
de of the road to the other, and then back
rain. I amt sure if tbe Government
]opted the scemcni I have in mind, it woutd
beneficial to the State.
The Minister for Lands: Can you gieu
list of the centresi where we could get land
provide the blocks?

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, between Waronna
d Bunbury.
The Minister for Lands: Yon will fllnd
is all privately-owned.
Mrt. WITHERS: A lot of it is.
The Minister for Lands: I know of none
A is not.
Mr. Marshall: Tax it into work.
Mr. WITHERS: Nto Government appear
be prepared to do that. They should en-
.ee the land tax.
Phe Minister- for Lands: It is enforc-ed.
Mr. WITHERS: Yes, in name. It is not
orccd to the extent that the Government

nld force the hands of the owners by
heavy unimproved land tax.
f he Minister for Lands: You know we
uld have to buy the land.
Jr. WITHERS: If the Government
ced the position they could tax the owners
Sof their present attitude. I hope the

rernment will give serious consideration
the phases of the unemployed difficulty
rhich reference has been made. The pre-
t Minister should be relieved of his other
ies and be permitted to eoneertrate ipen

this one objefutive. The Minister is doing
his best, and the U~nemployment Board are
doing their best, but they cannot deal Nvith
the position effectively under existing con-
ditions.

[Mr. Panton took the Chair.]

MR. WELLS (Canning) [931]: I have
listened with interest to the speehes of
members of the Opposition. Some of their
criticism has beet] of a constructive nature,
and probably the Government -wili take cog-
nisanee of it. But it was with a reeling of
disgust that I listened to one of thet speeches
made to-night, that by the member f- r 'Vic-
toria Park (Mr. R.-phael), who made cer-
tain allusions to me. As for the Canning
unemployed camp, I should like members of
the other side. of the House to visit it and
see for themselves. T am sura, a majority
of them realise that it is the sn ierte desire
of members4 on this side to do the best they
can for the unemployed. The Government
aire doing their utmost with fir- limited re-
sources at their disposal to find work and
in other ways make provision for those in
neced, It would be tine for a new member
of the House to be on the Opposition side
jirstead of on the Government aide, for those
sitting in Opposition have wonderful oppor-
tunities to make electioneering speeches,
which in all probability will help them later
on.

Hon. M. F. Troy: You did very well at
the last election.

Mr. WELLS: I can assure members that
I have done a good deal in my electorate,
although I1 do not shout it from the hovuse-
tops. In my electorate some £6,000 or
£7,000, apart from the money advanced to
local authoritiesi, has been expended on the
relief of the unemployed. If any member
can imagine a man who has any considera-
tion or respect in his private or public
capacity trying to co-operate with the mem-
ber for Victoria Park, I should like him to
hold up his band.

The Minister for Railways: There atre no
hands up.

Mr. WELLS: As for the situation to-day,
before we can come to any successful solu-
tion of the problem, it is very necessalry that
we should help Western Australia get an-sy
from the Federal bond under which she is
labourinrr.

Ron. 1. P. Tray: That is not electioneer-
211!. is it
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Air. WELLS: When Federation was init-
iated the annual cost of the Federal Public
Service was £6,000,000, whereas to-day it
is £35,000,000. Of this Western Australia
has to pay her quota, although she gets
ver~y little indeed for it. Our representa-
tion in the Federal Parliament is very un-
even, and we cannot secure from the Federal
Government any consideration for Western
Australia. We have no possibility of get-
ing our secondary industries established (in
a sound footing. If we could get away "rt~m
the Federal bond and regulate our own
tariff, we would soon have our secondary
industries in a flourishing condition. One
firm in Western Australia built up a very
decent secondary industry, ,but just prior to
the last Christmas festivities a certain e-2m-
modity which this firm 'was turning out wvas
placed on the market here by a firm in the
Eastern States and sold. at a lower price
than that charged for the local article,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. mervbor is
getting away from the question before the
Chair, which is the Supply Bill.

Mr. WELLS:- I bow to your ruling, Sir,
but I noticed that in other speeches that
have been made-

The CELAIRM1AN : Order ! The hon.
member will discuss the question before the
Chair, not other speeches that have beein
made.

The Minister for Railways: That is somoe-
thing of a reflection on the previous Chatir-
man.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Minisiter
is distinctly out of order.

Mr. WELLS: I have no desire whatever
to reflect on the Chair, but I wish to voice
my opinions, if I can do so and still be in
order. I feel sure that a lot of our diffi-
culties could be overcome on the lines I
bare suggested, and I hope the Governmcnt
will do their utmost, as they have bwen
doing for the past 12 months, for the relief
of the unemployed. A great deal of the
criticism that has been levelled at them by
members of the Opposition has not been
warranted. The circumstances and condi-
tions under which we are living to-day ar~e
very different from those that obtained two
years ago. It is a world-wide depression that
has fallen upon us, and all the talkinr we
can do in this Rouse to-nighit will not
help us to any great extent, I feel sure that
when the Premier goes to the Eastern States
next week and again consults with the other
Premiers and Treasurers, they will do their

utmost to evolve a scheme to alleviate
necessities of. the people of this State.

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [9.10] 1 s
pathise with the (3overnment in their &
cult position.

Hon. Al. F. Tray: A difficult posit
w~hiclh t hey havo' ste iii p or lmiov'4

Mr. SAMPSON: Not at all, The hi
member knows that the difficulties confro
ing Western Australia are world-wide,
that no matter how vigorously or thoug
fully they may be approached, a solut
wiill stilt be impossible. Many comma
have heen made to-night, some of them
a constructive nature, but more of a destr
tive nature. There has been an absence
anything practical which would serve aw
solution of the great problems with wh
we are f aced. At the outset of what mij
be termed the unemployment period,
shortly after the outset, there was a gene
expression of appreciation of the servi
of the Minister in arranging for work to
done for sustenance provided. That wa
very excellent thing. In that respectf
other respects this State stands out vi
well in comparison with the Eastern Stai
As a matter of fact, Western Australia
doing more to assist those who are una
to assist themselves than is any other St
in the Commonwealth.

Hron. MC. F. Troy: That is not correct.
Mr. SAMPSON: There is no virtue

painting Western Aus~tralia Worse than
is. In South Australia I believe rations o!
are banded out to the unemployed. I am g
to say that Western Australia has atwi
adopted a different attitude. For i:
years past, pe-rhaps from the very incept
of charitable relief, there has, always bi
mnoney provided. No solution of the unc
ployment rroblem has been found; that gp
without sayinsg. It is no great advantage
he able to say that men andi womenE
children receive a certain amount per we
and the breadwinner is calls 1 upon to wi
for somne local authority; it does not m4
that any great progress% has heen made. I
it does somethinr to preserve the mo-ale
the reezpktrlk of that inonrp and tovwn
helping the local authorities. T know of
local authority that has not aeepptedt
assistance with gratitude, and is thus
abled to live sustenance to those reqnir
it. But this is no solution of the difficul
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It is inetly ' v palliative. The difficulty is to
provide a practical means of overcoming
the great problem. 1 have always believed
that the land is tile solution, the provision
of land for the unemployed. If it were pos-
sible to provide for at least a selected num-
ber, allotments of land, together with a
quantity of galvanised iron, scantling and
weatherboards, it would be possible for each
family to have at least some sort of a home
and to grow most of their requirements. Of
course that could not be done immediately,
hut if for a period sustenance were paid
to th-,; . neople it would enable them
graduall 'y to get on their feet and face their
difficulties. Having their own homes, and
subject to their being within reasonable dis-
tance of some industrial centre or
centre where work is from time to
time available, it would be possible
for them to take up seasonal occupations,
and so the unparallelled difficulty those peo-
ple have to face, having no home and no in-
come, would be to an extent overcome.
Equally' important, they would preserve the
spirit of independence and the fibre that
would permit them to stand up against their
difficulties. It is hard enough for a man in
health and in work and without any' special
problem perplexing him to go through the
world without squealing now and then, but
when we realise how the economic situation
has afflicted so many people, we can have
nothing but the keenest sympathy for them.
T wish to suggest means by which the work
of some of those peop~le might be utilised in
a reproductive way. The clearing of a track
for the installation of electric cables in the
outer suburban areas wvould be useful. The
Minister in charge of the Electricity Supply
will doubtless tell us when the Estimates are
being considered that of all the Government
departments, this is one of the few that pays
its way. The producers who have the ad-
vantage of electric current can pump water
on to their gardens-

Mr. Sleeman: What is the use of clearing
the track if we have not the generating
machinery

Mfr. SAMIPSON : I was advised a little
time ago that additional generating plant
would be provided. The current now being
generated-

The 'Minister for Lands: The output from
the station has reached danger point.

Mfr. SAMPSON: Thens we must endeavour
to increase the power plant. I was given to

understand that the consumption of current
was not nearly so great as it was two years
ago. The -Ninister has always recognised
the importance of providing the current and
cables necessary to meet the needs of the
community, but even so, there i4 no reason
why we should not prepare the tracks for
the cables. Another work on which labour
could be usefull 'y employed wvould lie on pre-
paring a road from the Albany-road near
Gosnells north of the river to Karragullen
and towards the Dale, a work which I under-
stand has already' been approved, but has
been temporarily suspended. If that road
were put in trafficable order, it would open
tip a big area of country. I have already
suggested providing selected members of the
unemployed with blocks of land. That is a
solution which has never failed.

The Minister for Lands: It has been con-
demned very' bitterly in this House.

Mr. SAMNPSON: If land is properly
worked and eared for, it will always give a
good return. Those who work the land can
provide most of their own requirements, and
they could be assured that for their own re-
quirem~ents they would receive the equivalent
of the full retail price.

Hon. J. C. Willeck: We are told that 90
per cent, of the farmers are insolvent.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am not recommending
that the unemployed should engage in ordi-
nary farming. It would be impracticable to
put them in charge of wheat farms. I refer
to the small farm type of allotment.

Hon. A. Mc~allum : What would they
grow, cabbages?

Mr. SAMPSON: They would grow a
miultiplicity of fruits--Cape gooseberries,
tomatoes, and other fruits for which there is
some market.

Hon. A. M.%eCallum: There is no market
for any of those. They are rotting in my
district.

Mr. SAM1PSON: Then the hon. member
is not acquainted with the position.

Hon. A. 31eCallumn: I am better acquaint-
ed with it than you are if you talk like that.

Mr. RAMPSON: The markat for Cape
gooseberries has never been supplied. An
enormous market exists for that fruit.

Hon. A. McCallum : You do not grow
enough Cape gooseberries in your district
to give you a stomach ache.

Mr. SAMPSON: One advantage of Cape
gooseberries is that they are easily digested.
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A market could lie found for minv tons of
them.

The CHAIRM.NAN: How can the hon.
member connect those remarks with ',he
£1,370,000 contained in this Bill?

Mr. SA117SON: Perhaps I have Inbouned
the point in my desire to put the member for
South Fremnantle on the right track

Hon. A. McCallumn: Tomatoes are beig
fed to pigs.

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member's re-
ference reminds me that in Adelaide toma-
toes are grown under glass and find a re-
mnunerative market in Melbourne.

The Minister for Agriculture. The South
Australian authorities will not permit our
tomatoes to pass through their State.

Mr. SAMPSON: Whenever wve grow any-
thing and wigh to transport it, other States
suggest the possibility of disease and en-
deavour to prevent its entry.

Hon. A. McCallum: We are sending a
lot of tomatoes from Geraldton to Mel-
bourne.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am aware of that.
People unacquainted with the position might
think that the Government have failed in
the care of those who are in distress. TI'at
is not so. It is easy to criticise. The Gov-
ernment have been animated by sympathetic
consideration and practical-mindedness, al-
ways having at heart the welfare of those
people who cannot look after themselves. I
agree with the member for Geraldton that
the utmost consideration should be extended
to prospectors and others engaged in the:
gold mining industry. This would go a long
way towards providing a solution of the
unemployed problem. At the same time, I
acknowledge that, notwithstanding the Iliffi-
eulties of finance, the Minister has found
a considerably larger sum for the assistance
of mining during the past year than has
been provided for many years. Regarding
the occupancy of houses for which the un-
employed do not pay rent, the Governmntu
might consider amending the Municipal Cor-
porations Act. It is surely an obligation of
the communnity to give relief in respect
of rates for house owners who provide free
housing for people in distress. I sympa-
thise with the Minister in the problems con-
fronting him, but I congratulate him on
the grat work he is doing.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

MR. MILLINGTON (Mt. Hawthorn)
[9.25J : I feel sure the Government will
welcome the discussion on the question of
unemployment. The eulogy from their own
supporters should be very comforting. The
Government, however, cannot divest them-
selves of responsibility by merely disclaim-
ing responsibility for the unemployment
that exists. We do not have to demonstrate
that the Government are responsible, but we
are entitled to investigate the manner in
which they have dealt with the problem.
They have accepted the responsibilities of
office and they have to meet the conditions
that exist.

The Minister for Railways; We will be
entitled to draw comparisons and will not
you squeal when I do so?

Mr. MILLINGTON: If and when the
Minister speaks, I daresay be will endeav-
our to draw comparisons between July, 1931,
and a previous period when conditions were
entirely different and when the problem wag
not so acute. Because a certain thing was
not done in 1929, he cannot claim that we
are not entitled to direct attention to things
that are not done in 1931. floes the Minis-
ter suggest that the two periods are in any
way comparable?~

The Minister for Railways: Not at all.
You were borrowing £4,000,000 a year at
that time.

Mr. IfLLINGTON: We were spending
loan funds at the rate of £4,000,000 a year
and, in addition, industry generally was
buoyant, but because loan funds are now
cut off and industry is in a parlous condi-
tion, the Government are not relieved of the
responsibility for harniessing the whole of
the forces that do exist to cope with the
situation. If the 'Minister adopts the atti-
tude that lie has done everything possible,
it is no reason why we should not offer sug-
gestions. My idea is that the Government
are not responsible for the existing posi-
tion, at any rate not to the extent some
people suggest. At the same time, the com-
munity are anxious that this question should
be discussed. It is a world-wide problem
that no community can afford to ignore. It
has reached such proportions as to threaten
to submerge cirilisation. If the trouble can-
not he coped with-andI the wit of man
has not yet devised ways and means
to eop- witli it-one mierbt well wonder
what lies ahead of us. Tn the industrial
world it is a question not of bow man!* men
can be employed on a job, but how few.
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Those in control of the Organisation of in-
dustry are continually devising ways and
means of displacing men by machinery.
Therefore, as time goes on, the position
becomes more acute, and in the present ab-
normal times we have reached a stage when
it is a positive menace to society. I am
satisfied that the Government do not under
rate the seriousness of the problem. I as-
sume they are fully imbued with its im-
portance and the tragedy that follows in
its train. That being so, and since the
trouble is more acute than ever before, and
since the methods previously adopted will
not answer now, I suggest that instead of
unemployment being treated as a, mere
sideline, it should be given the importance
and prominence to which it is entitled. I
was under the impression that Parliament
was called together some weeks ago to deal
specially with the problem of unemploy-
mnent. So far a dozen and one Bills Of a
more or less trifling character have been
dealt with, and certain important measures
affecting our industrial conditions have
also been brought down. In the case of
the latter, the measures have been intro-
duced with the object of whittling down
those privileges which have in the past
been gained by industrialists, and making
their conditions worse by lowering wvagec
and affecting the standard of living gen-
erally. This apparently is the sole contri-
bution from the Govqrnment towards a
solution of the problem we are facing. Th.
it suggested by the introduction of these in-
dustrial measures, such as the Workers'
Compensation Bill, the amendment to the
Industrial Arbitration Act and the Finan-
cial Emergency Bill, that they represent
the Government's sole responsibility to-
wards a solution of the problem? Can the
Minister for Railways who controls unem-
ployment, defend the attitude of the Gov-
ernment who are dealing with the matter
in this way? In Cabinet there are eight
full-time Ministers. The Minister for
Mines is also the Minister for Railways,
Polite, Forests, Industry and Child Wel-
fare. In the last-named capacity he is
associated with the department which dis-
burses *sustenance to the unemployed, am?
is connected wvith the Government -organi-
3ation for dealing with the unemployed.
Although there are eight Ministers, this:
particular Minister is also the Acting
Treasurer during the absence of the Pre-

urier. Does this suggest that the impor k-
ance-attaching to the unemployment ques-
tion is realised by the Government?

The Minister for Railways: You all
seem to have settled on the one point.
What is the idea?9 It must have been a
brain-wave all through the line at the
Caucus meeting.

Mr. MILLINGTON: We have contin-
ually called attention to this matter. The
Government consider it of such little ima-
portance that they attach this duty to the
Minister who is already mixed up with half
a dozen other departments. The Railways
is a most important department. And there
has been a great deal of retrenchment and
reorganisa-tion there. Because it is such a
large spending department it requires the
personal attention of a Miniister to devise
various schemes for reform. An endeavour
is being inade to revive the mining industry.
Does the Minister suggest that a great deal
of personal attention should not be given
to this matter? I know that he has given
quite a lot of attention to the mining indus-
try.

The Minister for Railways: Have you
read the -reports?7

Mr. MILLINGTON: I am suggesting
that each of the departments under the con-
trol of the Mlinister is of outstanding im-
portanee, and demands his close personal
supervision. I am not belittling the cap-
acity of the Minister. He has a g. :nt cap-
acity for endurance. I do not know how it
is that in a Ministry of eight one man should
be given a series of departments, which de-
mand special activity and capacity in ad-
mninistration if each is to receive proper at-
tention. Then we have Police, Forests, and
Industries. The last-named department is a
most important one. Associated with the
Child Welfare Department is the distribu-
tion of sustenance. This department used
to spend £100,000 a year; I presume it will
now be spending at least £600,000 a year.
This sum is distributed in small amounts,
and it requires close supervision to see that
the money is properly distributed, and not
wasted.

The Minister for Rail ways: You never saw
one account while you were there.

Mr. MILLINGT ON: I dealt personally
with many cases.

The Minister for Railways: Only sticky-
beaks.
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Mr. MILLINGTON: If the Minister is
gqing to deal with these problems of susten-
ance, he will have to do a little sticky-beak-
iag, too. It is not sufficient to hand over
to ani official the wvhole of the work, to place
the whole responsibility upon him, and gen-
erally leave the department to be run by its
officials. That is an easy way to do the
work. I the Government hold they are
justified in treating this as a side-line, well
and good, but wve are going to voice our
Opinions as to the jiportance of the depart-
ment, and the public are entitled to demand,
in view of the enormous amount that is being
spwit in small disbursements, that personal
tsupervision should be given by the Minister
in control. It is not only a question of dis-
tributing sustenance. Are the Government
satisfied they have done their utmost if
they merely attend to the distribution of sus-
tenanee7 This country expects something
hetter than that of the Government of each
State. I assume t-he Government are
not satisfied merely to continue providing
sustenance, and make no attempt to provide
work. Does the Minister suggest that is also
a matter for oflieials9 Is the problem of pro-
viding work for unemployed one that should
lie shouldered -upon a number of civil ser-
vants?9 Even if boards and experts are ap-
pointed, they require the direction and per-
sonal attention of the Minister in control.
It is not too much to ask of any Govern-
mieat or Minister in charge that this personal
attention should he given to the work. In
addition to paying sustenance and adminis-
tering in a rule-of-thumb way a department,
which has suddenly sprung into an import-
ance that transcends that of all others, the
resources of the community should be har-
nessed. In his report from the First loan
Council the Premier advised that in future,
because of the fact that no more Loan
money was forthcoming, many of those who
were at present unemployed would have to
he absorbed into industries outside of Gov-
ernmcnt contr-ol. Have the Government no
responsibility towards endeavouring to or-
ganise outside industries, and to assist those
who are now called upon to absorb the
greater proportion of the unemployed?9 It is
true that people will have to he absorbed
into private industry. Even so, the Govern-
ment are not relieved of! their responsibilities
by merely referring to that as a fact, and
allowing the community to do the work with

which the Government should associate thaem-
4eivv-s. But the Government accept Ito re-
4ipuasibility. Do they think nothing can be
done by theta to stiulate industry ! I
suggest that the Government can, by getting
into touch with such organisations ai the
Chamber of 2lanutactures, the Pastoralists'
Association, the Primary Producers' Asso-
ciation, the Chambers of Commerce, and the
trade unions that are so vitally affected,
avail themselves of the greatest of assistance
to open up avenues for employment.
Would it not he possible for the Government
first of all to get out an inventory of all
goods and commodities that are imported
into the Statc9

The Minister for Railways: Such as Rich-
mnond beer, posters of which are plastered
all over the main streets?

'Mr. MILLINGTON: If that is the highi-
est concept the Minister has towards assist-
ing industry, the interjection is not apropos.
This is a serious question and I hope the
Minister will treat it as such. An enormous
amount is expended in importing goods
from the Eastern States that could be manu-
factured here. An inventory of such goods
wvonld disclose whether or not they could
effectively he manufactured here on a comn-
mnercial basis.

The Minister for Railways: Water met-
ers, for instance.

Mr. MILLINGTON: There are other
things beside water and beer, the only two
mentioned so far by the Minister, which
could be brought within this category. Many
things are imported from the Eastern States,
where people are working under conditions
very Similar to those in existence here. They
have certainly had. a start from us, and I
presume their methods arc more advanced
than ourrs, biut that is no reason why we
should accept the position as it stands.
Even if the Government have no idea how
to stimulate industry, so that goods can be
manufactured locally instead of being im-
ported from the Eastern States, they could
surely obtain advice as to how these goods
could be profitably produced. And the Gov-
ernment are interested themselves. Those
'who are displaced from private employment
and are on the dole ore the responsibility of
the Government. They 'have to feed the
unemployed people as well as those who are
retrenched from Government departments.
Although in normal times it might not he
considered a commercial proposition to start
these industries or extend others-in view
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of the fact that the Government are paying
out so much money without any result, ex-
cept that it is keeping the bodies and souls
of people together-if the unemployed could
be put to some useful work, it would be of
advantage to the Government to the extent
that they would be relieved from the need for
providing so much sustenance. The samq
holds good as to our primary industries.
Ways and means could be devised of stimu-
lating those industries; but until the Gov-
ernment make the attempt and secure expert
advice, and until those intimately associated
with the industries have the opportunity of,
conferring with Ministers, we shall remain
as we are, merely supplying sustenance to
the unemployed. On the last occasion when
money was available, it was not properly
and profitably spent on works of advantage
to Western Australia. The same remark
applies to the expenditure on sustenance.
Therefore I commend the proposal to tabu-
late a schedule of works, so that when money
is available we shall have a suitable pro-
gramme. If we are to re-establish confi-
dence in Western Australia, we must show
not only that we have means of lowering
wages and decreasing interest, but that we
have made every possible effort to revive in-
dustry. It will then be possible to -raise
loans either in Australia or on the other
,side of the world. The people asked to sub-
scribe those loans will be impressed by our
tackling the problem in a proper manner.
Mere continuance of sustenance payments
will not impress anyone with the idea that
Western Australia is worthy of being sup-
ported with loans. We should so re-organise
mnatters here as to re-establish confidence.
The proposed schedule of works would show
that money, if supplied, would be put to
proper use. Lenders of recent funds will
not be too disposed to subscribe again if
they learn the nature of the works on which
the money has been spent. The schedule of
-works should be drawn up by expert officers
of the Government, and then we could ap-
proath the Loan Council and impress them
with the belief that future loan funds will
he expended properly. The recent expendi-
ture, especially on roads, is indefensible.
We must uphold our reputation, and this is
a matter which could be attended to by the
Minister for Railways and the Minister for
Works. As regards appeals to the public.
I remember going on a deputation to the
Minister in charge of unemployment and
hi., admitting that 14s. per week was insuffi-

cient to maintain a man and his wife.
The Minister expressed regret that he
could not increase the amount. Does that
complete the responsibility of the Govern-
ment to people who are admittedly paid an
amount which will not provide even the
bare necessities of life? Do the Government
suggest that their job has been completed?
I suggest it has not. The present position
mnust be dealt with not according to what
has been done in the past, but according to
the needs of the hour. The public of W~est-
era Australia have not been fully exploited
as regards relief of unemployment, Ap-
peals have been of a desultory character.
The public have responded to appeals pro-
perly organised, and they wiilt do so again.
Persons with means have an obligation to
the unemployed, who are on a starvation
basis. Donations might be made in kind as
well as in money. The Government have
not exerted themselves sufficiently in that
respect. There is ample work from that
aspect to occupy a full-time Minister. Ruile-
of-thumb methods, without initiative or
drive from the Government, are insufficient.
Governments that will not face their respon-
sibilities are entitled to destructive criticism,
hut mny criticism has been of a constructive
character. Is there any other question as
great as that of unemployment in WVestern
Australia or Australia or the world? I am
not blamning the Government of this State
for the position. However, the position
being here, their responsibility is to grapple
with it in the manner which its importance
demands. As to providing necessaries for
the unemployed, is the Minister convinced
that the half million of money already ex-
pended has been properly expended? Has;
full value been obtained for it? Is the
manner in which sustenance is given and the
manner in which foodstuffs are supplied
efficient? Could not some better method of
supplying the requirements of the unem-
ployed be devised? I know, as a matter of
fact, that the Minister is not satisfied. Al-
though food is being produced cheaply in
Western Australia, the primary producer
does not receive a price that pays the cost
of production. That holds good of wheat,
milk, butter, fruit and vegetables. Nevcr-
theless, the price to the consumer remains
high. Is there no way of bringing the pro-
ducer into touch ilth the unemployed, if
not with the general public? The public
know that in the ease of a delivered loaf of
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bread they pay as much for delivery as for
flour. The unemployed cannot afford that
expensive method. Cheaply-produced foods
should be conveyed dhesaply to those who
need thenm. The present expenditure c-ould
pr~ocure a far greater proportion of the
needs of the unemployed than is the ea-se.
It would require an elaborate organisation,
but it could be done. Further, the unem-
ployed, if properly organised, could supplY
their own requirements to a large extent.
Firewood is an item of importance in the
winter months. The unemployed committee
in Mt. Hawthorn have endeavoured to get
the loan of a motor truck for the purpose of
carting firewood, which the unemploy' ed
themselves would cut. It ha niot been pos
sible to secure a truck. Surely the Govern-
ment could supply a truck to the unemplo yed
for that purpose. However, onie can apply
to the Government a dozen times without
success. Other district., hare been able to
secure the coiwession, which should be gen-
eral. The unemployed ought to he ciconr-
aged to supply their own needs. In Nact,
that should be the general policy and prac-
tice. Pleading ought nrot to be neessary
to obtain what it should be the Gov'ernment's
policy to provide. With regard to Irons-
ing, the fact that something was not done
s'ix months or two years ago should not be
urged as a reason why it should not he done
now. It is not satisfactory to retort "What
did you do so many months or years ago?"
The housing- problem to-day is miore acute
than ever, and as long as it is neglected it will
be a growing problem.

M1r. H. W. Mann: There are vacant houses
now; there was none a year ago.

Mr. Corboy: There are people at Canning
'Bridge now who were not there a year ago.

Mr. IILLINOT ON: We are not here to
draft a complete scheme. M1y idea is that
the work associated with the unemployment
problem is worthy of the attention of one
Minister all the time. He should hare the
necessary initiative and drive to deal with
all phases of the difficulty. Even the few
items I hare mentioned are sufficiently im-
portant to warrant attention by a respoin-
sible 'Minister. TI the Government are con-
tent to regard our representations as mere
carping criticism, well and good, but I do
not think anyone would hold that view for
one moment. It is our business to point out
phases of the problem that merit more atten-
tion than has been devoted to them in the

Past. It is for the Government to accept the
responsibility of viewing our remarks as so
much destructive criticism and an attempt to
use the unemployment calamity for political
purposes. Personally I do not think they
would do that. No one would be diposed
to adopt that attitude, nor can the Govern-
ment claim that they have had anything but
a fair deal. For my own part, I would not
ask any M1inister to do what I would not be
prepared to do myself. When requests have
been made to us by the unemployed, we have
pointed out that many of the suggestions
would be quite impossible for any Govern-
ment to agree to. The suggestions I have
made are quite within the hounds of possi-
bility, and would require no large financial
outlay. I urge the Government to make use
of the forces present in the community and
available, should the Government desire to
follow that course. Tn times of national
disaster, it is for Governments to lead, and
the public look to the Government to assumne
responsibility and take the lead, as a Gov-
ernment should. 'Ministers should act as a
driving force and direct operations along the
rigoht lines. I have mode practical sugges-
tion;, and I am not yet satisfied that the
Government will not give consideration to
them. 1 hope they will. I trust there will
ho no suggestion that we have made use of
the unenmploynment calamity to gain polit-
ical advantage. Anyone who would do
that in this State would be a rank imposter.
The position is altogether too serious. The
Government should be prepared to co-operata
with those who are in daily touch with the
unemployed. We hare listened to all their
proposals, and we have plated them before
responsible officials in. an endeavour to
secure redress. The position is becong_
wors-, and therefore the attention devoted
to the problems must be greater. Whatever
was justified a few months ago does not ah-
solve the Government front additional
res5ponsibility now. As time goes on, the
Government will find that, notwithstanding
all the difficulties facing them, financial and
otherwise. the problem of unemploymernt is
the one to which they will have to devote
greater attention than ever. In these cir-
cumstances, I offer -no excuse for emphasis-
ing the need for that attention as the one
outstandin necessity confronting Western
Australia at the present juncture. I do not
attach to the Government responsibility for
the position more than is their due, hut the
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Government barve been placed in the position
of having to accept that responsibility, and
they have assumed the right to deal with the
calamity. If the resources of the community
are organised with that end in view, we
shall be justified in asking those prepared
to subscribe loan funds to furnish us with
additional money in order that our works
policy may be resumed to an extent. Such
a course would have an immediate erfect
upon private enterprise and industry, and
-with the return of confidence there will at
least he a slow movement back towards oar
past prosperity. I hope the Government will
devote more and more attention, to that
phase and that they -will appreciate the fact
that the present calamity warrants the Gov-
ernment doing their utmost towards relieving
the situation. It has arisen through circum-
stances quite outside the control of Govern-
ments. The problem is not only with us, but
is apparent throughout the world. I earn-
estly urge the Government to give closer
attention to this problem, the importance of
which has justified the repetition of some of
our contentions.

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[10.7]. The request for the appointment of
a Minister to deal with unemployment only
is certainly justified.

The Minister for Railways: I do not
think you know anything about it.

Mr. CORBOY: Probably I do not know
as much as the Minister, although possibly
he has been as free from that trouble as I
have been. Governments thronghout Aus-
tralia are recognising unemployment as the
major problem confronting them to-day.
The necessity for absorbing the unemployed
section of the community is increasingly
urgent. In this State, without being charged
with carping criticism, we are perfectly jus-
tified in asking the Government to devote
the time of one Minister to this most diff-
cult problem.

Hon. Mi. F. Troy: There was never a time
when there was less activity in the State
anywhere than now.

Mr. CORBOY: That is so, and never was
there a time when the attention of one M,%in-
ister was more needed to deal with this
problem than now.

The Minister for Railways: That does not
apply to Western Australia alone.

Mr. CORBOY: I have not said that.

The Minister for Railways: Some of the
"gall-blue" Governments are not doing any
better.

Mr. CORBO Y: Somne monthis ago, when
the Minisiur was ighting an election, he saw
fit to derive sie benefit through making use
of the unemployment question, and he talked
about work for all. Now he is in office,
he finds it easy to hand the responsibility
over to civil servants.

The Minister for Railways: I do not think
your statement is true.

Mr. CORBOY: Of course it is true.
The Minister for Railways: 1 never said

anything about the right to work.
'Mr. CORBOY: I did not say you did.
The Minister for Railways: You were too

busy capturing those four votes of yours to
be concerned about this.

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister knows it
was not four votes; it was four votes be-
tween the other Labour candidates, not be-
tween me and the Nationalists.

Mr. Coverley: At anyl rate, you did not
promise work for all.

Mr. CORBOY: No. The Minister will
lose by more than four votes when lie goes
tip for election next time.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! That has no-
thing to do with the BiUl.

The Minister for Lands: The cocies are
,waiting for tie member for Vilgarn-Cool-
gardie.

Hon. ALI. F. Troy: They are waiting for
you.

Mr. CORBOY: They are not waiting for
mie with an axe, as they are waiting for the
'Minister for Lands.

The Mlinister for Railways: A paper dart
would kill you.

M1r, CORBOY:, It is true the Minister
and his colleagues fixed on the cry that they.
were going to deal personally with this
very question of unemployment. Their catch
cry at the elections was "Work for all."
What did that mean, unless it meant thev
wvere going to devote themselves to this
problem of unemployment. I know it is a
problem altogether outside of their control.
But what happened? Immedtiately on talk-
ig over the reins of government they dis-

owned ail responsibility for the problem and
handed it to public servants to deal with,
although it was the very lob on which they
had won the election.

The Mlinister for Lands: And as Soon aq
they did attempt to deal with it they were
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met by the most adverse criticism. from you,:
side of the House.

Mr. COR.BOY: That is rubbish.
The Minister for Lands;, They started to

put men on the land, and you condemned it.

Mr. CORBOY: I have no desire to labour
the subject, except to emphasise the desira-
bility of one Minister devoting the whole of
his time to this problem.

The Minister for Railways: I do not know
where you get your instructions from.

Mr. CORBOY: I resent that if it refer-3
to me personally, and I ask for a with-
drawal.

The Minister for Railways: I did not
suggest it in that sense, but if the cap
fits--

Mr. CORBOY: It does not fit. I do no-
take instructions from anyone; certainly not
as muchi as the Minister himself has done
during the past few weeks, or rather, I mean
he has avoided taking them by clearing out
of the State and leaving it to his colleagues
to take instructions. I do not go tripping
out of the State in a time of crisis.

The Minister for Railways: It would not
make any differenee if you did.

Mr. CORBOY: It should make a differ-
ence when a M1inister of the Crown does it..
but apparently the Minister can be well
spared.

The Minister for Lands: If hle had not
gone you would not have had the gold bonus.

Mr. CORBOY: That is utter nonsense!.
The Minister is treading on thin ice when
he brings up that subject.

The Minister for Railways: I did Dot in-
troduce it. You did.

.r. CORBOY: The member for Perth a
few minutes ago talked about the number
of empty houses, and by inference said the
people were not needing houses. 1 do not
suppose any other member knows better
than the member for Perth how urgently
necessary housing accommodation is at the
present time. It is because of -the rigid con-
ditions imposed on people that it is impos-
sible for them toD go into a house and rent
it. Every land agent to-day has a question-
aire which must be answered before he allows
a tenant in. The applicant has to be able to
prove that he left or is leaving his last resi-
dence under the best conditions before be is
permitted to take possession.

Mr. H. W. Mann: And produce his proof
too.

taLr. UORBUY: Yes, he has to produce
ej1earance before he can get into a bousi
ihere was no Canning camp 12 months ar
There are many people who should be pnc
perly housed to-day but who, because the
are suffering hardships in the worst fori
under this depression, are unable to get d(
cent ni-comiuidation and are living lik
blacks, while the Government are not doin
anything to alleviate that position. I adm
that the UovCvintuet's 'Tenants, Purchases
and Mortgagors' Reclief Act hias done sow
good; bati 16 does not go halt far enougi
because we still have the most shocking cur
ditions obtaining, and there is no effort o
tise part of the Cjoveranent to rectify then
All these things taken together warrant t1
times of it Minister being wholly devoted t
the relief of unemployment and distress in a
its varying aspects, whether housing aceou
modation or food or any other aspect, as we
as the actual qunestion of employment utsd1
I want to deal with one or two of the mot
parochial sides of the question. The ay
pointment of a Minister to handle unemploy
int exclusively might have some good effec
in outback districts. The conditions firer
to-day showv a slight improvement but the
are by no means perfect, and some month
ago they were particularly bad. It was the
impossible for a mian outback to get relic
unles he could colle down to Perth. Tc
day that positiou is not qu.tv- so bad as
wasp, burt the relief funds culd be utilise,
to gictzter benefit thent they are part;eularl
ui ani electorate like imine. There. are tw
aspects of it. I draw the Minister's attentioi
first oif all to the Federal aid roads. Cextak
maini roadls, par-ticularly thl from Pertht
Kalgoor'ie, are being dealt with in two finL
yearly periods, the first five years to cove
the Pcr-th-Merredin seetion, and the scon
five years to be devoted to the Merredin
K~algoorlie section. The first five years hay
cspired, and the second are now oux
rent. But there are no funds available to
the wvork wev require done. If we leave evej
aten yards, stretch of hopelessly impassabil

roadl ini a length of 100 miles, we spoil th
whole of the 100 miles. We have a gaoo
ninvy suchl stretehes in the Perth-Kalgoorlie
road.

The Premier: You have a good refiwa:
service.

Mr. CORBOY: That is true; I readil:
admit it. But the road is necessary for corn
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iticicitl %v(ik and the carrying oji of the voting his time wholly or solely to dealing
busiess Ot the Country. 1 (10 not men by
thai thetucrrlinge of goods in opposition to
the railway.

Jibe Minii.stvr for Railway : But that is
what it doe".

Air. CORB)Y: 1 will goa as far as the
Minister likes to take us in imipusiii pro-
Iiibitive taxes (on people who want to comn-
pete withI the ril ways in the carriage of
goods. But there certainly should be a good
main road betwveen the capjital city and the
eastern goldfields. Just its the relief funds
can be utilised for the purpose of developing
National Park, so it should be possible to
utilise themi in essential services to the comn-
mnunity. There are many men who would
gadly avail themselves of tile opportunity to

do relief work if they could get the neces-
sary payments for doing it. Unfortunately
out in the country' difficulties are placed in
their way which are not in evidence in the
metropolitan area. Also we have the ques-
tion of local men, particulairly the younger
men, fellows of from 25 to 35, some of them
born on the goldields and others who have
been there since childhood who are finding
the utmost difficulty in carrying on to-day.
I think more liberal consideration should he
given to those men in the way of sustenance
to enable them to go out prospecting.
I know the difficulties of the Mines Depart-
ment, but those men should be given more
liberal treatment than they are receiving to-
day. They should be given the sustenance
payment and enabled to go out prospectinig,
and thus some great good might be achieved
for the State. Many benefits would accrue
from granting those men at least tucker in
such districts as the one I represent. The
Minister knows that the fields there were
never thoroughly tested owing to the dis-
covery of the Golden Mile, anid it is quite
possible that the services of men, utilised in
a proper way, would bring an even greater
revival of gold mining than that which has
already occurred. I suggest that the 'Min-
ister should organise relief in that district
and co-ordinate his efforts so that men might
be put on a decent basis of sustenance and
enabled to go prospecting under proper
supervision. There is no doubt that any im-
portant discovery of gold would help materi-
ally to solve the problems that confront us.
All these points support the argument I ad-
vanced tliat we should have a Minister de-

with the intricacies of unemployment. He
should give his whole personal attention to
the problem, instead of leaving it to the
administration of a few civil servants who,
however sympathetic they might be-

The Premier: It is not left to a few civil
servants.

Mr. COIIBOY: It is, largely.
The Premier: No, it is not.
'.%r. CORBOY: If it is not, the Premier

must shoulder the responsihility for no
definite result bring obtained from the poIlicy
hie enunciated at the elections.

The Premier: I could soon answver that.
Mr. CORBOY: I. do not wish to be side-

tracked int0 a discussion of that kind. I
urge the Government seriously to consider
the desirableness of allowing a Minister to
deal solely with the problem of unemploy-
ment, representing as it does one of thie
paramount troubles to be surmounted.

MR. PLEaSE (Katanaing) [10.24]: One
cannot deny that the indictment levelled
against the Government on the score of in-
activity mrust be reflected largely upon mem-
beris who support tile Government. I do not
wish to claim that I ami one of the few mem-
bers supporting the Government who have
eindeavoured to place before Ministers some
practical schemes by which the unemployed
could lie restorca to permanent and profit-
able work. To some extent members oppo-
site have wasted tine in discussing this mat-
ter, in that they have not suggested any
practical work that could be more profitably
uindertak-en for the relief of the unemployed.
Particularly ha' e members opposite lost
sight of the fact that the whole question is
governed by finance, and that until finance
is available, many schemes for prov-iding
work cannot be given effect to. I have sub-
mitted to the Government several proposi-
tions that I considered would absorb unem-
ployed in profitable work and enable them
to produce national wealth, hut the whole
trouble has been that the Government could
not provide the funds. I have often felt
quite as impatient as members opposite feel.
I know of large areas of land in districts of
assured rainfall that could easily be cleaured.
Although most of the land has been alien-
ated, it could ho resumed at very small cost.
'Most, of the holders realise that they have
too much land, and they would be pleased if
the Government relieved them of a large
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portion of it. I believe we shall never solve
the problem of nemployment until we
evolve a scheme of small farms and enable
our people to rely upon the development Of
agriculture as the main source of their liveli-
hood. We have millions of acres of land,
much of it Crown land, and land that could
be acquired at small cost, and it is capable
of growing seveial commodities that are in
daily use. I have in mind areas in the
Albany district in which we have proved that
people can make a living on blocks of 100
acres. There are large areas iii the Katan-
fling electorate between Craubrook and
Boyap Brook, some of which have been ring-
barked and could he brought into profitable
use for an expenditure of 15is. to £1 per
acre. In both those districts fruit, particu-
larly apples, can be grown profitably, and
butter, eggs, sheep, lambs, pigs, wool and
potatoes, as well as other root crops, can be
produced. When the Premier again visits
the Eastern States, I hope lie will present
some scheme of closer stuttlement for the
benefit of the unemployed. The State Saw-
mills have much timber already cut that
could be used in the erection of small homes.
Unfortunately, the price of galvanised iron,
which is an important item in the
roofing of a home, is almost prohibitive.
This is one matter that the Premier might
well bring before the Federal authorities.
If it is at all possible we can provide some
substitute in the form of shingles or other
type of timber roofing. We have many mi]-
lions of acres of land which could be
brought under cultivation if a proper
scheme of development in small holdings
could be inaugurated. We must also en-
deavour to encourage people to be more
frugal. They should take a lesson from
some of. those settlers who, by studying,
every possible economy in the development
of their industry, have made themselves
secure.

Mr. Kenneally: There are about :360.000
persons who are studying economny now.

Mr. PIESSE: It is an astonishing thing
to see amongst the ranks of the unem-
ployed such skilled workers as carpenters
and bricklayers, who used to earn their £1.
or 25s. a day. We cannot, of course, re-
form everyone who may have been extrava-
gant or spent too much money on luxuries,
but we can make a beginning in that direc-
tion. In this State we spend about

£900,000 a year on tobacco. Economy could
be exercised in that direction.

Mrx. Corboy: You would have the unem-
ployed against you on that.

Mt. PIESSE: It is a pity so much money
is spent on tobacco when hundreds of
people arc starving.

The Minister for Railways: We are told
we should use local products, but very few
people smoke local tobacco.

Ron. S. W. Munsie: 1 smoked it long
before you did.

Mr. PIESSE: We cannot get back to
prosperous days unless we study those un-
dertakings that are going to be of per-
manent benefit to the country. I hope it
will not be long before the Premier can
obtain sufficient loan funds to enable the
country I speak of to be developed. The
Government have made an inspection of it
and I understand that between 400,000 and
500,000 acres have been examined and re-
ported upon. I hope the Premier will, on
his return from Melbourne, he able to tell
us that this is one of the first works that
will be put in hand for the relief of unem-
ployment.

THE MINSTER. FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. .1. Scaddan-Maylands) [10.35]:
It is necessary I should endeavouir, if not
to remove some apparent misapprehension
in the minds of members, at least to re-
move any misapprehension that may arise
in the mind of the public if they happen
to i-end the account of this debate.

M.Nr. Wansbrough: There will not be
much in the Press.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Members know well that although I am
ternied Minister for Unemployment, I am
not responsible for unemployment any
more than any other Minister in this Cab-
inet, any other Minister in the preceding
Cabinet or any other Minister in any other
Cabinet in Australia, or indeed in any part
of the world. The problem is one quite
beyond solution in Western Australia.
Why not be candid about it? If Western
Atv-tralia alone could solve the problem of
uznmployment within its boundaries, it would
inevitably be flooded by people from Mr.
Lang's State and other parts of Australia.
Members opposite know that when their
leader was Premier, in answer to a depu-
tation 1from the unemployed before the
last elections, he stated that the problem
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was not one for solution as applying to
Western Australia because it was not a
watertight compartment.

Mr. Kenneally: Your leader said some-
thing quite to the contrary.

Thle MINI11STER FOR RAILWAYS:
I am pointing out the position as we know
it now. If I began to make comparisons
for the purpose of defending the Govern-
ment against the attacks of the Opposition,
there would be a lot of squealing from the
other 5ide of the Chamber.

Hon. M. F. Troy: We know 'Mitchell
the promiser.

The MVINISTEP, FOR RAILWAYS:
I have a right to express miy views just as
any other member has. The problem is
not one of solution as affecting Western
Australia alone. My task at the moment,
as Minister for Unemployment, is to find
means to assist people who are in distress
because they are unable to find employ-
ment in ordinary avenues. The Govern-
ment are not the only employers of labour
who have found that they have not the
wherewithal to continue employing labour
as was the case in previous years. The
Government have not available four mil-
lions of loan funds with which to find em-
ployment in different directions, as was the
ease with the previous Government. To that
extent, therefore, our position is -,o mi'h
worse. Because world's prieeg have fallen,
duo to the general condition,; that przvail
outside Western Australia, other avenue's of
employment are closed against our people,
who were previously employed in industry
and could earn their livelihood without Gov-
ernment assistance, Our timber industry
is unable to find not only a market widila
the State but a market overseas, because
people in other countries are in the sam',
position that we occupy, and have not the
wherewithal to continue in the hnildimc
trade and purchase our timber as they did
heretofore. Pastoralists who in previous
years could obtain funds through the sale
of their products overseas at a stcaac
price, to enable them to carry onl their in-
dustry and develop their holdhurc in monity
directions, were suddenly faced! with the f wtt
that they could no longer continue develop-
ment. indeed at present prices there is
scarcely anything coming in froin the sale of
their products to enable them to carry onl.
let alone indulge in further development.
Thousands of men have been thrown out

of empiloymeont in thle pastoral industry
in Australia, and between 1,600 and 2,Uot?
have been thrown out of it in this State.
Again, there is thle effect oin the buildingll
trade. Bricklayers were iuicitioned by tht-
member for Jiat-anning as earning high
wages in practically ewbtahlt employment
Over al IUlUwber! Of years,; and the case has
been similar as regards carlpenters. Now
those inwn turn to thle Government. Bub
can thle conditions prevailing early in 1029
be likened to those prevailing imow, in 1931!
That is as regards both the condition of no-
employment anti the means ma'tilable to thle
respective Governments. The problem of
unemployment cannot be solved here unde,
it is s-olved in the other Au-stralian 8tt*.
and in the world generally. Apparently
there has been some organlisatiwiL of attack
to-night. It is not usual to mnake an attack
of this kind on a subordinate Minister. It is
usually made on thle head of the Govern-
ment. To-n ight, apparently by sonic pre-
vious organisation, the attack has been
moved from the head of the (oVerlnLeult
to one Minister.

Hon. M. F. Troy: No.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYI-U 1 do

not take the attack in the s~ense of its being
to my detriment altogether. 1 take it rathler
as a compliment.

Hon. M.E F. Troy: It was itot lpersonail.
The MINISTER FOR ttAILWA iS:

When the Premier is ready for another Uiii-
iter to take control of the wicinployrieiit
problem, I am prepared to hand it occc
immediately. It has not been popular, anil
is never likely to be. I am prepared to .me-
cept ai der-ision that one Minister shall be in
charge of unemployment. He will find
plenty to do. UInless he can supply 100 per
cent. of what is demanded by hon. memb.-rs
and thec unemployed, he will get no credit
for the 99 per cent. hie does supply. Any
Minister of the Crown who attempts to ad-
minister his dlepartmtent on a basis of trying
to do all that is necessary to be done in the
department will be att.ampting thle impos-
sible, and will inevitably fail. Somebody
suggestted that as, T happen to he Minister
for Railways, that portfolio must take away
a fair percentage of my time from the
unemployment question. But this Parlia-
ment has; appointed a person who is supposed
to have expeit knowledge to take charge
of railway affairs. We pay him £2,000 a
year because we believe he knows more of
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that subject than anybody else can possibly
know. It was never intended to appoint
from Parliament a Minister to direct the
Commissioner of Railways bow to operate
the system. The Government have instructed
the Commissioner of Railways that he must
perform the duties which the Act of Parlia-
ment calls upon him to perform, and thaU
he is to be held responsible for the admiinis-
tration of the railway system without inter-
ference, subject to the general policy laid
down by the Government from time to time.
That fact makes the position of Minister for
Railways much lighter. True, I consult with
the Commissioner from time to time, and he
consults with mc from time to time; but I
never let up on the point that the final de-
cision on matters delegated to him by Act
of Parliament shall rest with him. I often
tell officers they are not to presume that
they must accept my opinion on matters of
administration without question. I point
out to them that they are appointed because
they have expert knowledge, and that they
must carry the responsibility of advising as
expert officers, and that if they disagree with
me they must express their disagreement.
There is no quarrelling if in the final an-
alysis I disagree with them. Th that case
I take the responsibility. I never let down
an officer of my department if I make an
error of judgment. I agree with the wem-
bet for "Mt. Hawthorn that there are times
when a MNinister must be a stiekybeak, but I
declare that as a general rule, subject to the
Public Service being advised on questions
of policy, matters of detail can be left with
entire confidence to the officers.

Mr. Millington: You have put -up a mas-
terly case for a rubber stamp.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is no evidence in the departments that
I am any -worse a rubber stamp than the
bon. member was.

Mr. Millington: You do not inquire into
details, you see.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is not a question of a rubber stamp at all.
Whenever a file has been sent to me for my
formal approval, whether as Minister or as
Premier, I have returned it saying, "If it
only requires my formal approval, go on
without it." It is not possible for a Min-
ister to do other than accept advice from his
expert advisers on most questions. He lays
down a policy for the general administra,
dion of his department, and confers on mat-
ters which do not arise in the normal course

of events. I challenge any lion. member
opposite to go to any other Australian State,
even a State which has more Ministers than
this State, and probably rightly so, to find
a better department for the control of un-
employment than the one I happen to ad-
minister. I may add that I have only re-
cently visited the Eastern States. I may not
have always been sticky-beakiug, but at least
I have given attention to the matters that
count. Our department dealing with unem-
ployment, I contend, is controlled better
than any other department of the kind in
Australia. I have candidly admitted that in
at highly civilised community such as ouirs it
is degrading to know that unemployed per-
sons cannot be provided for more fully; but
what is provided here is better than what is
provided in any other Australian State,
either under Labour Administration or un-
der National Administration. This is duet
largely to the fact that, in consultation, I
will admit at once, with even members on the
Opposition side of the Hiouse, I introduced
methods which did not previously obtain in
the department, did not obtain when our
friends opposite wvere sitting on this side of
the Chamber. I admit that the need then
for such methods was not the same as it is
now.

Hon. Al. F. Troy: Of course it was not.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: But

there was need.
Hon. MI. F. Troy: No.
The MIINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

There were then about 4.000 unemiployed,
with demonstrations in Perth.

lion. 1. F. Troy: A few pommnies, who
are always demonstrating.

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not care what the hon. member may term
them.

Hon. _1. F. Troy: Ninety per cent. of
them were ex-group settlers, men brought
out from England by the Premier.

The INISNTER FOR RAILWAYS:
And there are n fair percentage of ex-
groupies in the country districts now.

The Premier: You brought out 26,000.
Hon. If. F. Troy: Ninety per cent. of

those men were ex-groupies.
The MINI.,TSTER FOR RAILWAYS:-

My father and mother came from the Old
Country. It does not matter where these
people came from. We are too prone to,
think that because we are born in Australia,
we are of a different stock. We are not.
History tells us that there has always been
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unemployment right throughout the world.
ini view of the fact that the Organisation of
Lut . .v 1artJIent is far better than that of
any almilar department elsewhere in Aus-
trutia, that does not suggest any neglect on
my pan. Some hon. members have made
flippant remarks about my visit to the East-
ern States.

The Premier: Did other Ministers not go
to New Zealand?

The KMt.MbTER FOR1 RAILWAYS:
Of course they did. Those members who
referred to toy absence from the State-
and this is what I resent-seemed to think
that I went away for the purpose of making
a circusi of myself by exhibiting some gold.
I went away for all entirely different pur-
pose. On the other hand, in order to save
money to the State and to comply with an
agreement we had made when we purchased
the nugget for a definite purpose and oh-
Mained it for nothing more than the actual
value of the gold contents, I assumied a re-
sponsibility that I would not take onl again
for £1,000. Be that as it may, nay depart-
ments were not closed because I had left
the State. There was no material change
in the operations of the departments be-
cause I was not in Perth. One or two mat-
tens were held over pending imy return, but
I declare definitely, on the word, not of
mnyself, buzt of the Postmaster General and
Minister for Works and Railways (Mr.
Green), a member of the House of 'Repre-
sentatives for Western Australia and a main-
her of the Federal Cabinqt, who assured me
that it was most fortunate for the gold pro-
ducera of this State that I happened to be
in Melbourne at that particular time.

R~on. M. F. Troy: We do not want to
take away any credit from you for what you
did, but there would have been no gold
bons had there not been a Labour Govern-
ment in power, because your own people
turned down that proposition again andi
again.

The MTMISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I am not making any reference to the Fed-
eral Government. I merely remarked that
a member of the Federal House. who rem-ae-
sents this State and happens to be a member
of the Federal Cabinet, said that it was
fortunate that I happened to be in the East-
ern States at that particular junceture.

Hon. M. F. Troy- And you probably did
good work thae

The MINSTER 'FOR RAILWAYSg:
Is there any necessity for one or two in-

hers in this Chamaber to avail themselves
of the opportunity to criticise the Govern-
mieat and in attacking one Minister to en -
deavour to be funny ut his expenseI I re-
sent it. The Bill we are discussing just no-w
eatbodies the usual application mnade at the
opelIng1 Of vveiy session of Parliament for
the granting of supply pending the intro-
(liltiofi of the Estimates.

Hon. S. W. Muasie: This is the end of
the session, not the start.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No, it is not the end.

Hun. S. W. M1unsie: It ought to be.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Whatever it ought to be, that does not alter
the fact that the Premier, when submitting
the Bill, said that the Estimates for the
current year would be presented to the
Committee as early as practicable on his
retun from the Loani Council.

Mr. Sleeinan: There is no harm in dis-
cussing the matter.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No. But in view of the apparently-I
use the word advisedly-organised efort
made by the Opposition to deal with the
one question of unemployment, surely it
would have been mere courtesy to me, as
the Minister concerned, to have mentioned
the matter so that I could have looked up
the information available in the depart-
meat and been in a position to
reply definitely to the various mat-
ters to which reference has heen made.
I could answer most of the points
from memory, but I shall not do so.
I shall merely content myself with saying,
in a general way, that when the Estimates
are presented to the Committee, I shall be
prepared to stand or fall on the challenge
I iss;ue, namnely, that no similar department
eontrolling unemployment in any other part
of Australia is better oranised or controlled
or does better work than the department in
this State. When that time arrives, I shall
be prepared to give particulars to hon. mein
hers. I am not satisfied that we are doing
all that should be done, hut we are doing
all wre can in the circumstances. There is nod
o' pound of loa money available anywhere
We have not only to find funds to deal
with our own unemployed, but there arE
those who have had to be put off in othei
industries, and we have to attend to thebi
requirements as well. It is true that w(
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cuuid eu~ily, iL mon'ey were available, send
niIt01 olna away from Perth to pros-

tILL In thle hoid Wiing areas Of WVestern
z Uat-raiiii and thereby, perhaps, discover a
Iwei thnt would be of great advantage to us
at the present juncture. On the other hand,
liie Treasurer-and 1 know it is true-has
had to informin m that he has no money. In
taos., cileumtiiies, the next best thing to
do, is to continue as we have been in the past
and say to men, "If you are obtaining sus-
tenance from the Government because you
are in distrers, and you want to go out pros-
pecting.. we will help you to do so. We will
lprovi(1e you with sustennce, and it you
are a married man, we will pay portion of
it to your family while you arc away." That
is what we hnvt done. Yet we have heard
unfair criticism to-night. The member for
'i ilgarni-Coolgardie has talked flippantly
about -.-lat should be done. Ile is daily at
liy office asking for assistance in various
directions, and whenever possible we are ren-
dering that assistance and finding what
equipmtenit we can. On the other hand, we
caninot do the im 1)ossible, and what he sug-
trests represents one of the impossible things.
A little while ago, when the Prenier and I
wvere returning from the Eastern States, we
wvere approached by a deputation at Kal-
troorlie and wvere told in a loud tone, so that
the information could be conveyed from one
end of the State to the other, that all that
va required -was proper equipment as the
depuitation had at their disposal money suffi-
eient to send out as% many prospecting paT-
ties as we could supply with equipment. The
answer to the deputation was, "If you can
do that, we will give an undertaking that
you will not want for a pick." What has%
be~en the result? I have not had one appli-
cation from that quarter!

lion. M1. F. Troy: Was that at Kalgoor-
lie.

Th9 MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. Then we have the 'Mining Revival
Akssociation, who have advanced proposi-
tions. I give credit to any man who will sit
dawn and attempt to achieve something.
whether successful or not. Such a man is
deservine of consideration. I tell Mr. Re-
side nd others that I give them every' credit
for making an effort. But the trouble is
that they are not getting any help from the
ninarter they asserted they could get it.
There iq not muich capital avatilable.

.Lon. S. IV. Mlunsie: Nearly all the helm
hats been from Kalgoorlie.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
has been very litte.

Hion. S. W. Munsie: Kalgoorlie has done
seven times as much as the metropolitan
area so tar,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
two places cannot be compared at the mo-
macat. It must be appreciated that when-
ever there is a fail in world prices, that is
when the gold producer reaps -the hatrvest.
That is "'hat is happening to-day. True the
gold producer suffered in the past, hut to-
day those who are engaged in the gold min-
ing industry are not getting the standard re-
turn for gold of £4 4s. ld, per ounce, but
more like £5 16s. an ounce. In those cir-
eunislantces, the gold producer is in an in-
finitely better position than the producer of
any other commodity, and is therefore better
able to help himself. He should be prepared
to reader that help. If the Government to-
day were in the position of setting aside, as
a previou.s Government did, £10G0,000 in one
year for- assistance to the gold mining in-
dustry-I do not care from what source the
money wvere derived-I would take the great-
est possible pleasure in spending that money
to the advantage of the gold producers and
of the State.

Hfon. 11. F. Troy: I think you would.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
would he not only a pleasure to me, but a
profit to the State. But we have not got
the money. T believe that notwithstanding
the shortage of cash we are actually rendering
to the mining industry as genuine assistance
as has ever been rendiered at any time du-
ing the history of the State; and T beliove
we are going to get definite results for. a~fter-
all, we cannot alter human nature. During
the last 15 or 18 months I have learnt a
good deal in a direction in whicl, I never
suspected I would learn. If we had nothing
less than 100 per cent. of honesty' in the
community our task would be a simple one,
but I aml beginning to think that when we
put them in the balance there are inl the
community more dishonest people than, there
are honest.

Hon. V.N. F. Troy: Espeniallr in dealinz
with the Government.

The IMSTER FOR RAILWAYS: Ye.;.
that is a remarkable thing about it. If
through the neglect of the conductotr a ,',tmn
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ridinrg in a tranea r has not paid his fare, lie poliec is laid down for them. I. in the first
will riot watlk aw ay qilet ly oji alighting from
the ear, but lie take., such a ])ride in what
lie has done, lie glories in it to stuch anl ex-
tent that lie tells everybody lie hits just
beaten the Golvernment for tlhlCel)QnlI. I
am afraid that is what is happeni rig to-dnY ini
regard to unemployment. T say it wit! ii e-
gret, but we have meii gettin .g ilnem 'Icy-
nieat relcif who, taken in the ma in. have not
worked during the last half ceniturY. TIhlat
gives you the tip that they are well over .50
years of age. A fair' percentage of the men
onl the dole ought to be in the Old Mten's
Home. They ao-c not able to work, yet we
have to pi-ovide for them. There are men
who wer'e in industry for years, workin
.it the best wrages offered in thre State. Un-
fortunately they were thrown out of employ-
ment, and within a fortnight they applied
for and secured sustenance. They did trot
have a second change of clothes nor even one
deeent pair of boots. 'flat sort of thugn
1has colme under my notice dining the la-st
18 months. It almost makes a man so har-
hearted as to say to the other man who, de-
spite his opportunities has never made any
provision for himself, "We are not lroing
to ask the community to assist you now",
The man who has made some provision for
himself should get; the first assistance. But
unfortunately that cannot be done. Andt
the thrifty amongst the community, those
who ai-c not asking the Government for any-
thing. are compelled to contribute some-
thing by way of taxation or by way of in-
cr-eased charges for services rendered, in order
that we may be able to ladle out sustenance
for men who (lid not take aily care of themi-
selves when in a pou~tion to dto it. Thlat isR
quite true, and[ it ought to he more widely
known. Ill conclusion, I have no less syll-
pathy in dealing wvith mail, woman or chlId
in distress tllan have other members. All
members have claims made onl them every
day. But are they able to meet every tie-
niand 7 Of course not. My' position is the
same. I have not the wherewithal to give a
practical turn to my sympathies, although
I should like to do it. The result is there
are cases which we are not able to assist
although we should like to do so. Still, we
are doing our best. This question of urlein-
ployment has riot been made a side-issue.
We appointed men whom we thought the
best available, to deal with details. The

place, and the Cabinet in the second place.
take fall respoinsibility' for ally decision that
board ura- arrive at. T can say again, and
say ' ongcientiouslY. tilat the Government
have not failed to do thecir very blest with the
resouieem available.

HON. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet)
[11.5] I canl assure the Minister there has
been no endeavour to direct a personal at-
tack on him during this debate- He happens
to be the Minister in charge of unemploy-
ment, which to-day is the most important
problem in Western Australia. indeed in the
whole of the world. So, while there is un-
eniplo 'ient and distress throughout the
State, the Minister is bound to have it
brought under his notice. I quite sympathise
with the Minister because he is the Minister
in charge of unemployment. I do not say
he has not done his duty to the best of his
ability. I think he has attempted to do all
lie could possibly do. But what we hold is
that the job is a job for one man. Just as
the British Government appointed Mr.
Henderson In be Minister for liremploY-
mnent nod so devote the whole of his time
to his work, so the Government of Western
Australiat should ap)point one main to devote
himself exclusively to the task. Thre problem
of unleiplo 'villent is not lessening; indeed.
it i. greater to-day than it was at the begi-

Iofti lamrent, arid in my opinion
it is likely' to be greater still. I hope the
Minister will not leave the Chamber, for T
want to hiigl under his notice several things..
I want the Minister, who has5 made out a
case of fairness in his administration, to
realise that there are in this State other un-
employ' ed peojple than those in the city.
When I s"v the MINinister should give his
whole time to this job. I bear in mind that
the Government have appointed a board
whose business it is to find out all about the
unemployed in this country. If there was a
necessity for the appointment of such a
boa,-d, is there not equal necessity for a 21in-
ister to devote the whole of his time to the
consideration of unemployment? The Gov-
ernment appointed Mr. Scaddari Minister
for Mines. Minister for Railways, Minister
for Child Welfare, Minister for Police, 21 in-
ister for Industry-in fact, he has more de-
partments to attend to than have any other
three Ministers. So it is r-easonable to say
that at a time like this, when there is less
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activity in the State than at ay time since
I have been in Parliament, it is inexplicable
that one Minister should be saddled with all
those responsibilities. Surely among the
eight 'Ministers comprising the Cabinet there
are others who should be able to take an
some of the responsibilities at present shoul-
dered by the Minister for Railways, who has
so many portfolios to attend to. The posi-
tion to-day should permit and does permnit
of one Minister giving the whole of his time
to the unemployed. The Minister might well
inquire into all manner of schemes for ab-
sorbing labour, There are in the State in-
dustries for which an export trade might
well he developed, with the result that much
extra labour would he required in those in-
dustries. The Premier is always pointing
out that we are importing annually hundreds
of thousands of pounds' worth of commnodi-
ties from the Eastern States. Why should
not the Minister turn his attention to the en-
couragement of that production in Western
Australia? If he were to give attention to
that matter, lie might well get results. We
are given to understand that, since we are
exporting fruit and wool and wheat, we
ought to lproduce pork and fat lambs. To-
day, owing to the low price of wheat, a great
many farmers aire going in for the produc-
tion of pigs on a large scale. What is going
to happen is that next year there wvill be no
price for them.

Hon. A. McCallum: That is the position
to-day.

Hon. MW. F. TROY: What we sadlv lack
is provision for exporting the commodity so
that we can get a market for it in other
parts of the world. We are alwaysv, telling
people to produce this, that andi the other,
but no Government I hare heard of has at-
tempted to find out what market there is for
a product before it is grown. That is; the
trouble throughout the world. Tn Western
Australia and in Canada the farmners organ-
ised wheat pools, but white they were organ-
isang to provide for the sale, no inquiry was
made and no data were collected regarding
the production of the commodity in other
parts of the world, if the Governments of
Australia, Canada and Ameiia had kept in
touch and secured data of the production of
wheat in other countries, there would not
hiave been the glut to-day, because they
would have advised their producers years
ago. of the position. That is the trouble,
we do not consider what is being done else-

where. We are almost as ignorant as the
animal species who make no provision be-
cause they hav-e not knowledge. We produce
commodities in great abundance and then
Rnd that the world is producing the same
things, and that there is no market for them.
This is probably too big a problem 1 r a
Ministry in Western Australia. But it is of
no use creating pools and organising muar-
kets and encouraging production unless there
is some intelligent direction for the sale of
the commodity abroad, and unless producers
can he assured of securing a price that will
give thenm a living. Could the Minister do
something in that direction! Nest year
great quantities of pork will he produced in
WAestern Australia, and there will be a glut.
People will produce it at a loss, and then
will go out of the industry. There will be
a spurt, a glut, and then no further produc--
tion beca use of heavy losses.

[Mr. Richardson took the Chair.]

The Mlinister for Agriculture: There is an
unlimited market for pork in the Old Coun-
try. Denmark is sending hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds' worth to England every
year.

Hon. MW. F. TROY: Then what is the Min-
ister doing about it? He controls the De-
partment. of Agriculture. Is his department
making inquiries regarding the facilities for
the export of pork?

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes, and
doing everything to encourage the producers
of pork to produce the right type.

Hon. MW. F. TROY. I am glad to hear
that. There will still be an over-production
of pork next year.

Mr. J. I. Mann: Queensland pork is be-
ing dumped into this State wholesale. That
is our trouble.

Hon. MW. F. TROY: If there is an un-
limited market in Great Britain, why bother
about queensland? The Mlinister for Agri-
culture and his department should give at-
tention to those matters. We have attempted
to produce fat lambs. This is an industry
that mighlt be encouraged. Here are prac-
tical schemes which would provide means
for absorbing the unemployed. We would
he producing for our own requirements and
huilding up a profitable export trade. The
production of eggs might be encouraged.
We know there is an unlimited market
'throad. for eggs, and yet there is no eacour-
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agement to farmers to produce eggs for ex-
port. The Minister in charge of unemploy-
mnent should give attention to the secondary
industries, He could make contracts with
the employers and by boosting local pro-
ducts-this has been done to an extent-
and finding markets, could help to expand
those industries. In this way the Mfinista'
might do good work towards absorbing the
unemplo yed. Another direction in which
the M1inister might do useful work is in or-
ganisinig the food supply for the unem-
ployed. Undoubtedly food at the source is
very cheap. Wheat is cheap, flour is cheap,
muutton is cheap, pork is cheap. 'Most of
the riunmodities required by the people are
cheap at the source, but the trouble is they
becolne very costly before they reach the
consumner. In my opinion unemployment
will be worse next year than it is this year.
I .in unhappy in that opinion. If we do
not get better prices for wvheat and wool,
there does not seem to be much possibility
of economic -recovery. The services of thl
Minister will he necessary to organise food
supplies for the people. It is not reasonable
to believe that the people will carry on in
the present manner mouth after month liv-
ing under almost starvation conditions. The
Government are living in a fool's paradise
that think they can ignore the position. The
'Minister said the Government have done good
work in comparison with that of other Gov-
ernments. We take his word for it, but the
position has not been relieved to any extent
in this State. The Minister complained that
the Government have not much moiney, and
he added that very little money had been.
placed at his disposal. He said he had done
all that was possible with the available
money. I admit that probably he has
done all he can down here, hut what
a.bont the people in the hack country? Any
application made by goldflelds people for
assistance for local unemployed receives no
consideration at all. Why is it that provi-
s;ion is made for the unemployed of the
metropolitan area while the -residents of the
hack country receive no consideration -what-
ever? Can the Premier justify that.

The Premier: Of course it is not so.
Hon. M. P. TROY: It is so. Statements

of that kind will not do here, I made
applications on behalf of people on
the Murchison and on the eastern goldfields
for a,,sistance for unemployed and I did not
receive one penny. That is an absolutei
fact. The miners at Owalia levy on them-

selves every pay to help the local unem-
ployed. Thoug~h I asked the Government to
help the local committee, I did not even re-
ceive a reply to my letter, It was entirely
ignored.

Hon. S. W. MAunsie: Not two "bob" of
assistance has been given for the unem,
ploycd of the goldfields anywhere-

Ron. M. F. TROY: The Minister spoke
of the men down here being entitled to as-
sistance. Are not the men in the hack coun-
try entitled to equal consideration? They
are men who have given their lives to pros-
lpeeting and have helped to build up the
State. Some of them have made a lot of
money and have put it back into the ground.
Why is an exception made in their easel
Is it because they are a long way off, and
cannot trouble the Premier? The policy
of the Government in respect to un-
employment is to pacify local agitations
and ignore the people in other parts of the
country. If people in the country left it
and came to Perth, they would receive sus-
tenance. If they go from Perth to the out-
blocks they take their sustenance with
them. We have a spectacle of people from
Perth going out prospecting with Gov era-
ment sustenance, and working side by side
with local men who can get nothing. Is
that giving people better treatment than
they are getting in any other State? The
fi~nest men in the country, those who de-
velopied the country and are suffering in
silence, cannot get a penny, but people in
the metropolitan area, because they are on
the spot, can have their camp and Their
other facilities, Of the unemployment
grant provided by the Federal Govern-
ment not one penny has been spent in the
back country. It was all given to the met-
ropolitan area and the agricultural areas
such as York, Northamn Bunbury, Wagin,
etc.

The Premier: And the "North-West.
Hon. ME. F. TROY: Possibly at Carner-

von, but in no other place. Is it a ques-
tion of spoils to the victors? York is a
rich agricultural district. Whiy szhomd the
Government favomr- York, wherc the local
people arc able to maintain their own unem-
ployed?

The Minister for Lands: Because the
agricultural industry has gone to pieces.

Hon. M1. F. TROY: Apparently the
agricultural industry that has existed in
York for 70 years cannot stand up to one
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year of depression, but the mining indus-
try which has been down and out for 10
years is to receive no consideration. Is
that equitable treatment on the part of a
Government who say they have done their
best? It is a remarkable best. I had a
Press cutting forwarded to mie the other
day showing the extent to which some pros-
pectors at Hatters Hill in the Wagin elec-
torate had been assisted. I asked how it
was that those people had been given sus-
tenance, whereas it was denied to other
prospectors,

The Minister for Lands: They only re-
ceived the same assistance that others hav-,
received, namely, 7s. at week.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The prospector else-
where does not get 7s. a week.

The Minister for Lands: If they go from
here they take their 7s. with them. That is
wvhat happened in the case of Hatters Hill.

Hon. Mf. F. TROY: It did not happen.
The prospectors there are receiving assist-
ance to a greater extent than 7s. a week, and
whilst theyv get it. those onl the goldfields
do not get a penny. T do not object to
the flatters Hill men getting assistance, hut
I do wvant fair treatment meted ou tal
round. If it is reasonable to give it in one
case, it is reasonable to give it in another.
I synmpathise with the Minister for Pnem-
rlilment. T Moild have wished that the
mantle of his office had fallen upon the
holildens of the Premier. It would have

been only poetic julstice for it to have done
so. There is no man in the country on whom
thle n'antle could have fallen with more
Justice than in the case of the Premier. Did
h- not make the election promises? Did he
not ay the Collier Administration was bad,
that it was the worst Government the coun-
try had ever had? As a fact, the Mitchell
Government is now known as the worst Gov-
erment. After reading a reference in the
'West Australian' a few days ago, I
-am more than satisfied that thle Pre-
miirer should he Minister for Uniploy-
ment. When speaking at the land agents'
dinner, the Premier thank Ied the Clini; nan,
Mr. Leannouth, for his reuarks, amnd 'a id it
was impossible for Western Australia to
stay in her present position very lone; that
the State had unlimited resources, hut were
spending too much time in experimenting
and finding out whether we could produce a
thing or not: we must give tip being afraid.

I say we are not afraid, but we want a
leader. What has the Premier in mind*

'Member: He had you.
H~on. 21. F. TROY: I was a leader. The

lPremier who has 2,0040 acres of country in
the South-West and has held it for 17 years
is 'lot a Ieadelr. lie has not put an axe into
it. The whole time hie had been boosting
the 0 outh-West. lie used to write to the
papers and say, 'God speed the plough."
lie kit the work to God. I inspected that
2,000 acres, It hid at one time been ring-
harked, l)ut wvas then ai veritable forest
or redgin and jarra h. He hadl not
at milking cow upon it but was boosting the
dairyinig industry, and the splendid climate
and possibilities of the South-West. For 17
years he has had the property onl the market
tirying to sell it. "Be not afraid," he said.
liut hec was afraid to spend a bob upon this
laud. That is the leader. I should have
exposed himt when he was attacking me in
time Press oil the group settlement schceme
but I did not do so. If ever there was a
mian in this country who should have be-in
exposed it is the Premier, lie wvoul not
put anl axe into his 2,000 acres. T ain ut1terly'
disgusted to think lie had such a wvouierful
opportunity but did nothing. "God speed
the plough," hie says. That is his motto.
He then wveilt on to remark that we moud live
dangerously and take risks. I ask mnember-s
to look at him. Is he the type to live dan-
gerlously? What was he talking about?

The Premier: That is a quotation which
pr-obably you have never heard.

Hon. M!. P. TROY: Here is the -re~at
Leader. "We must live dangeommsiv," lie
says, but lives vecry carefully indeed him-
self. He then went onl to say that all the
wheat, wool and apples we produce wer-e ex-
cellent products but there were too marny 'x-
periinents. Of course we grow wheat, wool
and apples in abundance, hut they are not
experiments.

The Premier: Of coursvf jiot.
Hon. 31. F. TROY: What does the Pre-

muter mean? What was he talking about in
this speech of his posing as a leader? He
should show how he can absorb the unem-
ployed ? He says Ave have all the elements
for success and can produce anything that a
mail wants to eat or put on his back, but
that what is wrong is the way we are pro-
duceing, these things. What has he to sug-
gest? He asserts that all that is wrong in
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this country is the manner in which we are
producing these things. He has the solu-
tiun. This is the man on whom the mantle
of Minister for Unemptloyment should fall.
He says-

We are going to have a bad time just as
long as we chloose . . - .

We do not choose any longer. I hail this
Minister for Unemployment.

If we want to light for rights instead of*
for right, let us put that aside for awifle:
lot usf mneet the situation ars wv stand, aid
wvork ourselves out of it. Tt ran be done, a d
IIW ai1dY fluiestiot, is how 5001].

This is another statement from the Premier,
who promniser] work for all. In this speech
lie confirms his former attitude. He says
that we have heen merely experimenting,
wasting time; that certain things can be done
and must be done. Speaking seriously, I
consider there is great need for the creation
of a Minister for Unemployment. It
is. the work of one man. There is
any, amount of work to be done by
Suich a Minister, and no0 one on this side
wants to criticise unduly. We shall be grati-
fied if to-morrow all the people of this coun-
try are absorbed in employment. Not one
of us has a desire to take tihe place of the
Government if they can do the job. Let them
do the job. But it cannot wait too long. If
there are means here of produeinz commodi-
ties which will absorb labour, let it be done;
but it cannot be done by a Minister who
dissipates his energies in a dozen different
occupations. I do not say the Minister has
not done his best. I think he has done 'his
best, but the job is too big for a man who is
saddled with other responsibilities.

MR1. BLEEMAN (Fremnantle) (11.33]:
The member for Canning during this debate
has said that if we wanbi to get anywhere at
all, we certainly must use onr own products.
I agree with that statement. If the Govern-
ment were sincere and the people were loyal
to their own, we should get somewhere.
Numerous things could he produced in this
State to keep in work many of the men now
on the unemployed market, but at present
those things are imported. I have referred
several times to the manufacture of farming
implements. The State TIplement Works
are practically closed down. No men on
permanent work are left, and only a few
on part time. The Government shonli do

their best to see that when advances, are
made for machinery, local machinery shall
Ire bought. In those eirrunistanees some
hundreds of mren would he employed at the
implement works. Again, as regards the
Albany Woollen M1ills, if our people would
wear Albany stuffs, many inore men, womien
and girls would he employed in the manu-
facture of the cloth than are employed at
present. The samne thing applies to the im-
portation of boots and a number of other
articles. The Minister in charge of unem-
ployment quoted the previous Premier as
having said, just before the general election,
that he was unable to do mutch for the on.-
employment position hecausc this State Was
not a watertight compartment and it was
impossible to prevent people from coming
in. The previous Premuier religioulyl ab-
stained from makin 'g promises. Oni the con-
trary, he warned the people of the state of
the country aind of the state of the financves.
The present Premier rushed in where angela
fear to tread, and made all kinds of
promises. In spite of the warning-s uittered
by the previous% Premier, both within this
Chamber anld otside it, the present Premier
promised that if hie -were retulrned to power
the people would within a fortnighit all ho
at work. Tn any other wal~k of life- a man
making Promise.- of that nature would be
indicted for false pretences. The present
Premier said it was only a matter of proper
managemett-thol money was there to pro-
vide work for Al. He said he would have
no trouble to gret on the London markt-it
was only- the Labour Gonvernment. that enuild
trot do it. He pledg-ed himself seriously- to
the people of the country.

Mr. 'Marshall: Andl the people took hin
seriously.

Afr. SLEE-MAN:. lie saill ever 'ythingl in
the garden would be lovely if he wvere re-
turned to power. We know what has hap-
pened. The Minister in charge of uvein-
ploymeut to-night referred to the unemploly-
ment figures under the previous Government.
I shiall not try to maintain that there wai no
unemuployument then. There certainly wvas.

Trhe P remier: You told the previous Gov-
ernment that night after night.

Mr. SLjEEMAN: Yes. But for every one
uinemployed at that time, there are a thou-
sand unemployed now. We know, however,
that at that time unemnploymvnent was: not so
very serious, because the member for Swa
said in Mal8ta, when inviting the Alalaw to
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'Nationalist-Country Party Opposition in
the Federal House. To-day Mr. Sculli in-
troduced a Supply Bill and I notice from
to-night's "Daily News" that a resolution
was carried by the Nationalist-Country
Party to the effect that they would cut down
the supply by one-fourth. We have treated
the Government in an entirely different
fashion in this State. The Nationalist-
Country Party Opposition in the Federal
lHou*w have decided to cut down supply by
one-quarter as evidence, presumably, that
they are Policing the rehabilitation Plan.

The Minister for Lands: We are asking
for supply covering two months and they
are giving the Federal Government supply
for three months.

Mr. SLEEMA.N: The Federal Govern-
nient have asked for the usual twelve months
supply, and it is to he cut down. I
trust the Government will see to it that
proper attention is given to the unemployed
difficulty. If that is not done, we may have
to do what the Opposition in the Federal
House have decided upon.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and th6 report
adopted.

Committee of Wags and Means.

The House having resolved into Coin-
nmittee of Ways and Means, Mr. Richard-
son in the Chair,

The PREM1IER: I move-

That towards making goofr1 the Supply grailted
to His Mfajesty for the service of the year
ending $the .30th Juine, 1932, a sum not ex-
ceeding £850,000 be granted out of the Con-
solidatedi Revenue Fund, £200,000 from moneys
to the credit of the General Loan Fund,
£C20,000 fromn the Government Property Sales
Fund, and £300,000 from the Public Account
for the purpose of temporary advances to be,
made by the Treasurer.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

Bill introduced, etc.

In accordance with the foregoing resolu-
tions ' Bill introduced, passed through all
stages without debate, and transmitted to
the Council.

WROTH BANKRUPTCY SELECT
COMMITTEE.

Extension of Time,

On motion by lion. W. D. Johnson, the
time for bringing up the report was ex-
tended for 14 days.

BILLr-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY.

Third Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy-West Perth) [11.551: 1
muove--

That the Bill he now read a third time.

HON. A. McGALLUM (South Fremantle)
(11.56] : This Bill is to go from this
Chamber to the other Chamber, and I want
to give it a final kick down the corridor.

Mr. Marshall: As the vilest piece of legis-
Is Lion ever introduced into this Chamber.

Mr. H. W. Mann: By one who knows.
Eon. A. MeCALLUAI: We are told that

this Bill originated in the Premiers' Con-
ference1 of which it is a part. The whole
thing is topsy-turvy. It starts at the wrong
end. It cannot do other than add to our
unemploymenit and other difficulties, increase
the deficit and complicate the economic
problems of the country. The whole thing
is! wrong. It does not attack the cause of
the trouble nor foster the underlying prin-
ciple of industry that will help to get Aus-
tralia out of her difficulties. To impose this
Bill is to bring destitution into homes where
it does not exist, and heap f urther
poverty and want into homes that
are suffering now. It is going to stagnate
industry more than it is stagnated at pre-
sent, and in every way will it add to the
troubles with which we are faced. I cannot
see that the State will benefit in any way
by the passing of the Bill. To say that we
can take away £30,000,000 from the spend-
ing power of the people and so improve the
economic conditions of the country is ridic-
ulous; it is amazing that any man should
entertain the idea for a moment.

The Premier: It is not going to take any-
thing from the spending power of the
people.

Hon. A. MeCALLaUM: It will reduce the
spending power to the extent of £30,000,000.
It is stupid to say it will not. If it does not
reduce the spending power of the people,
what on earth is the Bill for?
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The Premier: Every penny will still be
available in circulation, of course.

Hon. A. MeCALLIJM: It will not be in
circulatiou. Every penny the worker gets
he circulates; but the money the banks, in-
surance companies and big financial institu-
tions get they are buttoning up; they will
ncot 'peiid it nor allow others to spend it.

Mr. Parker: It sounds like committing
suicide.

lion. A. MeCALL1JM: They undoubtedly
are. Iforeover they are murdering this
country, murdering the whole world by this
pjolic ' of deflation, and strangling civilisa-
tion. C'ivilisation will not last, but will go
imler if this poliey is pursued much longer.
Leading economists in the new world are
thinking along the same lines. The econo-
mnists who advised the Premiers' Conference
hold the orthodox views. I would not en-
trust them with the management of a In.e
stall. A further cut is to be made in wages,
and the poverty and destitution already
existing will be increased. The Government.
oven refused to count the rationing or the
broken time that the workers are suffering
at present. -. rI. Seullin and Mr. Hogan
both said that not to consider it wvould force
starvation on the workers, but the Govern-
ment here persist in their attitude. The
Minister, in his speech on unemployment.
said that more was being done to assist the
unemployed here than in any other part of
the continent. T giv that statement an em-
phatic denial. I have beer to the Eastern
States twice since Christmas and, with the
exception of South Australia, I say there is
more poverty and destitution per head of
population in Western Australia than any-
where else in the Common-wealth.

The Premier: That i not correct.
Hon. A. McCALLtUM: It is, and it is idle

for the Premier to deny it. He cannot blind
people who know the real facts. He is try-
ing to get the unemployed to believe his
statement in order that they will keep quiet.
hut his statement is not correct. Ministers
go to the Eastern States and live at the beqt
hotels and do not move amongst the people.

The Premier: You live at the best hotels,
too.

Hon. A. MeCALLrM: Rut I mix with
the people. I go to the wharves, the fac-
tories, the Trades Halls, and move anmongst
the people. All that the Premier knows he
learnt at the Menzies Hotel. What does he
know of the conditions there? The onlyv
place where poverty and destitution ap-

preach what prevails here is Port Adelaide,
where the scabs on the wharves, mainly
Italians, have put our own men out of work.
The mayor of the town took me down to the
wharves and enabled me to meet business
people who explained the position. I wen'
to Port 'Melbourne. along the wharves iii
Sydney and to the industrial centres. I did
not spend mn'y time in the main streets, in
hotel parlours or clubs. The Minister can-
not tell me what the conditions are over
there. There is no part of the continent
where the people are in such dire want as
those in this State. The Minister made3
boast that more i% being done here than else-
where, but if this is the best that can be
done, it is a poor best. Something more
will have to be done if we are to maintain
contentment amongst the people. This Bill
will add to the destitution and want. How
can it be otherwise?9 The wage earniers are
not saving a shilling. By the end of the
week the whole of their earnings are spent.
They are to be reduced 18 to 20 per cent.,
and they will have that much less to spend
each week. Can the effect be other than to
throw mnore in out of work9 Those in work
will be unable to buy as much as before;
they will have to cut down their purchases,
and so industry everywhere must decline and
the army oU unemiployed will be increased.
The State will have to meet additional ex-
pense for sustenance. The Govern ent au
now spending at the rate of £750,000 a year,
but that amount will be increased, and yet
they talk of balancing the Budget! They
will never balance the Budget until they get
men back at work, until industry is revived
and the spending power of the people is in-
creased. I agree that until wheat and wool
prices become profitable, we shall not he
able to balance Budgets, 1)o new industry
wvill be created, and everyone will be chary
of spending money or investing in any direc-
[ion. We can regard Australia largely as
a farmer regards his business, or a pastor-
alist his business. If the farm or the station
is not profitable. the outlook for Australia
is very dark. The Premiers' Conference met
to consider schemes for placing Australia
in a sound financial position, but did
not discuss the importance of getting our
primar 'y industries on to a profitable
basis. The very foundation of our
existence depends upon those two industries.
Experts may devise a thousand different
schemes, but if those two industries cannot
be conducted at a profit. Australia will he in
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dire trouble. We barve a huge overseas debt
and a huge local debt, in all £1,100,000,000,
and unless our two main prilmary mndustnies
ealn he carried onl at a profit, other industries
must fail and Australia will be unable to
meet its interest bill. The Conference sug-
gested cuts in wages and cuts in social ser-
vices. The pensions of the poor old men
who pioneered this country' are to be ent;
invalids are to have their pensions cut, but
there was neither idea, proposal nor policy
reg-arding the two main industries upon
which Australia's future depends. They
were not even discussed. This is going to
add to the poverty of the people. The At-
torntey' General said the idea was to bring
everyone down 20 per cent. The workers
of the country will be carrying more than
20 tier cent. I urge upon him the necessity
for bringig down leg-islation dlealing with
rents. I take it his promise covered all rent.,
and not merely leasehiold rents.

The Attorney General: That is not the
Promise.

H1on. A. MeCALLUM: If house rents are
to he left to the mercy of landlords how will
the tenants get on?- Is nothing to be done
to shift a man's rent bill? A worker may
oit of his C5 a week be paying l. a week in
rent. if he loses, 91 a week in h. wages, as
he is doing, must lie still piay his £1 a week
iii rent?

Mr. Kenneally: He pai's that out of the
euh

N-on. A. 'MeCALLUM: If that is so, there
is going to be very serious trouble. Thle
workers cannot be expected to submit to it.
The Government should make things equit-
able, and not only dealI with house rents but
give relief in the matter of rates and fares.
Must the worker still pay> the same rail and
train fares? Is it to be only his income that
is cut? Must hie carry the whole load? Ours
is the only Government that ha:. declined to
take into consideration the part-tinme worker.
The Government refuse to recognise the
rationed man81 as contributing towards the
erii-is. In no other part of the Continent is
that so. Not. only are we in a worse position
than any other State, except South Aus-
tralia, bitt, when this load is heaped upon
the workers, we shall he a long way worse
off thaun any other part of the continent. I
object to Parliaiment being nmade a ivage-
fixing, machine to over-ride the Arbitration
Court. j am sure the Attorney General wil
live to repent the day when he brought down
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this Bill, and that the pecople of thle country
wtill curse the Government for having intro-
'luced this principle, It will undoubtedly be
miade a feature at the next elect ion. In the
next Parliament we shall be fighiting one
another on this issue. The standard of
public life will bie lowered. It will lie a very
grave handicap to our industries. The writ-
tag- is onl the wall. Parliament has set tip a
tribunal and clothed it with all kinds of
power. That institution is niow to lie brushed
aside, and Parliament is to be the deciding
factor. It is ai wicked idea. Tt -will not be
long before the curses of the people are
levelled at the heads of the Government.
They are attacking. thle standard of living
of all the workers; they are going in to every
home; they are touching every family at
every meal at which they sit down; they are
attacking the people in ever~y way. No Gov-
erninenit have a right to do such things with-
out a mandate fromt the people. There is no
such mandate. All their promises were ini
a contrary direction. By Act of P'arliament
theyv now -iv ant to cut do~wn wages :and over-
ride the court, smash down industrial con-
ditions, and attack the standard of living.
Thle least they could have donte was to con-
sult the people before bringing. down this
Bill, but the Government are dictatorial.
Without an 'y authority they set themselves
tip as; dictators. Were we at real democracy
sacih as Switzerland is, this matter would
have been submitted to the people as a re-
sult of a petition under the principle of
injitiative andc referen dunm. Without consult-
ing- the people the Government -are inflictilig
this measure upon them, although they
promised every thing they could to the coil-
trars-. As soon ats they get into power they
do the opposite frown what they said they
would do. It is degrading to public life.
N0o wonder people have- no faith in Parliar
nent. They do not know whlat will happen
when a party gets beyond tile reach of the
electors. The Commonwealth Government
ais well as the State Government, should have
consulted the people before taking this step.
How can 50 of uts in this Hfouse decide such
anl important miatter ? It is repugnant to
democracy' . If true deniocracy prevailed here,
this sort of thing would never be permitted.
I want again to exiiress inm regret that this
Chamber has ceased to he a deliberative
Chamber. We have had the spec~tacle of this
Bill being brought down and only one nicxli-
her speakingl fromn the other side (if tile
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House-the Attorney General. Not another
member opposite has expressed his opinions
on the Bill. -It was all left to one man.
There has been talk of Caucus-ridden Gov-
ernments. This is a Caucus-ridden Govern-
ment if ever there was one.

The -Minister for Land,,: Y'our Govern-
meat set the example pretty well.

Hon. A. 'McCALLIJM: The difference be-
tween our policy and that of members op-
posite is that no tsubject can be discussed at
our Caucus unless it is part of our printed
platform. Anything else is ruled out. The
Minister may smile, but that is the truth.
Our platform is printed and distribnted
prior to our going before the electors. Here,
however, is a matter that is contrary to all
the pledges and promiises given to the p~o-
ple. That matter is settled upstairs InI a
room. Here, w~here the representatives of
the people are, those representatives on the
other side of the Chamber remain dumub.
Only one man voices the opinions of the
other side. Caucus has directed mem-
bers opposite to remain dumbh. We know
that some members opposite have, outside,
expressed strong opinions against certain
provisions of the Bill, have openly stated
themselves to be opposed to certain clauises.

The Minister for Lands: Who -are they?7
Hon. A. IfeCALLUM: I know them.

There is more than one of them.
M r. Sleeman: The Minister knows themi.
Hlon. A. MfeCALLL'M: We do not know

what threats have been held out to them up-
stairs if they dared to express their own
opinions here. We know that if memibers
opposite had been allowed a free voice and
a free vote, many clauses of the meas.ure
would have heen defeated. It only needed
two votes from the other side to defeat many-
provisions, and we know that more than two
members opposite were opposed to various
clauses. However, those members were not
allowed to speak. The screw was pnt on
them. Threats were held ont to themj if thoy
dared to exercise their manhood. They wer e
to sink their individuality and ohey orders.
They were told upstairs, "You must do a
you are bid in this room."

The Minister for Lands: That is not true.
Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Why have not

members opposite spoken?
The Minister for Lands: They are so

con tent.

Hon. A. MeCA LLCM: Can the Mini-ter
say how it come,; about that mien are eont,it

to sit there and deliberately vote in opposi-
tion to a promise they made to the people?
~What kind of ioan will do that? Hlas such a
person a spark of manhood left in himi? It
could Only happenI Linder severe pres-sure
and threats. Such things have never been
attempted in our Caucus outside the plat-
form, and we pnhlish our platforam to the
world. Members opposite dcccv us for hav-
Ing a Caucus, and then they adopt this line
of policy upon so important a measure. And
this is not the only case. During this ses-
sion other Bills have been brought down and
no member opposite has been allowed to
speak on themi; no member has been allowed
to express his ideas, if he has any. I hope
the people will understand that members, op-
posite have behaved in direct opposition to
the undertakings they gave at election time.
I bad initended to look uip the promises of
the Govrnmenit before speaking to-night. I
wanted to see whether there w;as one single
promise made by the Premier at the general
election that hie has not yet broken. I think
not one of them remains unbroken. I think
there is not one but has been cast to the four
wids of heaven, thrown overboard. Yet
the people are told that the present Govern-
ment are acting within their authority. The
G3overnment. have no authority for this Bill.
The people should have been consulted. P'ar-
liament has no right to force this proposal
on the communiity, particularly in view of
the definite promises made at the general
election. The Attorney General was moan
enough to adinit, when introducing the Bill,
that he had promised oa the plattorm
not to iuterlere WILum the Arbitration Court.
He went on to say that he had found it
necessary to break that promise. The At-
tomnecy General is not the only one -who made
the jrirwise. The member for Perth (Mr.
H. AV. Mann) detinitely declared that he
would not be a party to interfering with
the Arbitration Court. The Premier gave
the samne assnrance more than once. I think
not One mnember opposite representing a
metropolitan constituency but miade the same
declaration. -Now this Chamber is deciding
i- the place of the Arbitration Court, and
throwing the Arbitration Court overboard
altogether. This is the last opportunity we
shall have of speaking on the Bifl, which 'I
doubt not will be welcomed by another place
with open arms. It shows how folisqh it is
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to regard another place as a House of ic
viewr. We all know that at certain line of
policy' is accepted by that Chamber with
enthusiasm, while another line of policy
never has any chance of being accepted.
Yet another place is supposed to bie a House
of review which will consider all measures
on. their merits. The scheme of the ov-
ermnent wvill oltae a (lay or two to go
through there.

Mr. H. W. Mann : Another place followed
yout regarding the Workers' Compensation
Bill.

Hen. A. IfeCALLUM.N: That was because
ve-ied inte,'ests were a hit too strong. An-
other p~lace SSW how the ianurance coin-
panie, packed ( the galleries night after night.

Hon. S. W. Mfunsie: They took that
action because the Bill did not make a suffi-
cient cut. It was too big in some ways.

Hon. A. IfcCALLI'M: The Council did
not follow me. because the only feature
that I rega-ded as of any use they con-
demined, and defeated the Bill in conse-
quence. T express niy keen disappointment
.and rezret that Parliament should sink so
low as to make itself a wagre fixing tribu-
tnl, thus lowering the Standard of our puib-
lie life altogether. It Will make the position
of oublic men intolerable. Tt will place
upon industryv a burden it Will never be able
to carry' . It wvill nmake industry the foot-
ball of political controversy, a most unde-
sirable State of affamirs. Industry will be the
cockpit of political disputes. Who hds
highest will be the one to win the election.
Apart from part 'y difference, and opinions,
it seenis to inc a most deplorable position.
The Attorney' General A~ill not bie many years
older before lie W'ill regrect havingt had any'A
hand in [his business, and future genera._
tions Will shower curses on the heads of
those Who initiated such a policy' . We call-
tnt defeat the measure. We have tried our
best to that endl. The Bill must be sent on
to the Leg-isla tire Council and th~is, there-
rF.re. is the final round in this House. I
have raised all the opposition I can to the
mea~nre. It will go to the Legislative Coun-
cil Without any htell) from us, and in de-
Hiane of our strenuous opposition. Ii, vies,
of the amendment that has been incerted.
the Bill will have a year only to run, and
I hope socntthing will happen before that
time to warranmt its repeal.

MR. SLEEMAN ([F-enmantle) [12.32]:
Owing to the lateness of the hour Irefrained
from participating ini the second-reading de-
bate on the Bill. Then the Coinmitte? Stage
wvas carried through an all-nighit sitting, and
now we are asked to deal with the third read-
Lug. I cannot understand the rush tactics
adopted by* the Government. There is 110
particular hurry for the Bill as other States
hare tnt yet dealt with Similar leg islationi.

The Minister for Lands: It would be un-
fair to the workers further to delay the
passage of the Bill, because its operations
date baek to the 9th July.

Mr. 'Marshall: We may have that knocked
out yet.

Mr. SLEE3IAN: Shortly' the House may
.stand adjourned for screral months, and I
protest against these all-night sittings. It
does not make for good legislation. nor is it
good for members themselves. Better legis-
lation Would result if we adjourned at a
reasonable hour instead of sitting over long
periods as we have been doinig lately. At
the outset, when we commenced to deal With
the Bill, there were rumours that we were
likely to secure sup~port from the Govern-
ment side of the House. Even now I amn
;opeftul there wrill be death-bed repentance
amid that at least one or two Ministerial mem-
bers will see the error of their ways and
will realise the injury that will be inflicted
upon the workers and business people of this
State, if the Bill be agreed to.

The 'Minister for Lands: Y'ou think there
is a chance of the Bill being killed in another
place I

Mr. SLEE-MAX: I hope so. If it is de-
feated there, I will promfise not to say ally-
thin about the members of that Chamber
for thice mnlths, although I have no time
for the old geysers up there.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!
M.Nr. SLEMAN: The flowery Title of the

Bill wvould lead us to believe that it will pro-
vide a core for our ills. Unfortunately the
Attorney General has admitted that it Wvill
not have that effect and that we will still be
£1,000,000 short at the end of the financial
.year. Despite the distasteful medicine, we
will still have the deficit With us. Without
doubt, the conmplainit the State is sufferimng
fromt is acute, and the Premier is very' sub-
ject to the aihutent. Whether in power be-
Eore the depression or since, the Premier
always seems to he suffering from that com-
plaint, and it is unfortunate wve cannot find
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a medicine that wvill rid him of it. What
will the Bill rio for the unemployed? Does
the Minister claim it will provide one extra
manl with work?

Mr. Kenneally: It will increase the nLima-
her of unemlployed.

Air. SLEEMAN: It will not afford much
consolation to those ,tt plresent out of work
if they know that their numbers will be
added to considerably as the result of the
passing of the Bill. The spending power
of the people will be reduced and( business
houses and industry generally will have to
embark uI)on retrenchment. The Govern-
menit have already shown the way. Will the
Bill do anything tol' the muau whose work
has been rationed or who is on part-time?
The only effect of the Bill where those peo-
ple are concerned, is that it will place them
in a worse position than tliose wvho are InL
receipt of the dole. I would not blame any
Juan who, in order to provide his wife and
family with a little more of thle necessities
of life, left his job and went onl the dole. If
the men who are now eniplo 'ved in industr 'y
are to receive less than those who are at
present onl the dole, that will he the effect.
Then there are all the p~eople who are being
evicted from their homes. Does anyone think
this Bill will do anything for them? It will
not do0 any good for the unemployed men,
or thle part-time men, or those unfortunate
people who are being evicted, So there are
several sections of the community that wvill
be far worse. off under the Bill than the y
were previously. The only idea the Premier
seems to have is to get back ou to the London
money market. Even if lie were to succeed
in that it would be only to hang a bigger
s~tone around our necks than is there at
present. if the Premier should get oil to
the money market again all hie would do
wvould be to construct a few roads or erect
aI few pulIic lbuildings: lie would not have
any idea of putting the money into the
developmnent of industry. According to the
nlewspapers, Great Britain has now embraced
the theory thast deflation is no good. that the
better plan is to see that wages are kept up.
Sit- James Mitchell himself agreed to that
just before the elections when, onl the 29th
March, 1930, he said-

The trouble is nut clue to the rate of wages
raid, but to tile millions of moaney mis-spent 1wv
tl- e ('olier Go'ernnment.

There the Premier agreed that low wages
would not have the desired effect. In that

he and I arc in complete accord. Wc were
told that the 8 per cent. reduction in the
basic wage would be the means of putting
hundreds of men into employment. But it
had the opposite effect, for immediately it
threw hundreds mnore into the ranks of the
unemployed. And it will be far worse when
this Bill is put into operation. 1 do not
think the basic wage should be interfered
wvith at all, for the Arbitration Court, after
hearing the evidence on both sides, declared
that the basic wage was the mnimuum OnL
which a man and his wrife and two children
could live, If it is to be still further reduced
under the Bill, the worker will have to pro-
vide for at large family on a shrunken basic
wage. Every day I am meeting people who
say the Bill will not apply to adult
male workers earning less than £185,
nor to adult female workers earning less
than £:100. 1 am afraid those people will
soon be disillusioned. It will be found that
both the adult male worker at the
rate of 183 Lad the adult female worker
at the rate oi t1J10 will come under
the Bill, as will also the man on part-time.
Then there are the junior workers, male and
female. Many of those boys and girls have
to supjjori widowed mothers and younger
brothers and sisters. Yet they will all have
a cut of 18 per cent. imposed upon them.
'They should be exempt from the Bill. I
am sure that if members on the Government
side of the House were permitted to speak
their minds, very few of them would say
they are proud of the Bill, It is going to
work hardship and misery on thousands of
people. The Attorney General himself ad-
mitted he was not proud of it, but he said
it was necessary to administer the medicine
in order that the disease might be eured.
Thens a few minutes later he declared that,
after all, the disease would not be cured, for
we wvould still be a million short of balanc-
ing the ledger. It is very necessary that
botih prices and rents should be included in
the Bill. Without such provisions the Bill
will not be any good at all to the country.
It is of no use the Attorney General tell-
ing us that he is going to deal with prices
and rents in a Bill to come down later. If
he should hrinz down such a Bill, although
it may pass this House it will suffer vry
rulde treatment in another place, where any-
thing affecting prices and rents will not be
tolerated. Such provisions would bare a far
better chance of gettingr through another
place in this Bill. Ministers and members
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on the Glovernment side have said that no
alternatives were put -up to the present
Plan. But there were alternatives although,
tinder the combined attack of the various
Nationalist Governments and the united
Press and the banks, they were thrown oat.
Sir James 'Mitchell, of course, at every op-
portuinity has condemned both the fiduciary
note issue and the central reserve bank.
Time and again has he declared that Mr.
Seullin was wedded to the inflation plan.
Sir James, Mitchell himself is partly respon-
sibl for the defeat of that plan. If the
fiduciary note issue and the central reserve
hank had been brought into being, we would
have got out of our difficulties much sooner
than we arc likely to do through the Bill,
which will bring misery to thousands of
workers throughout the State. There are
other economies that could be effected. One.
the abolition of the office of State Governor.
was mentioned last night. I do not pro-
pose to deal with it now, because the Pre-
mier Promised that an opportunity would
be given to discuss it on the Estimates.
There is no need in this country for 660
members of Parliament for something like
6.000.000 people. We in this State could
do without another place and with 10 fewer
members in this Chamber, and if all the
other States followed suit, there would be
a great reduction in the number of members
of Parliament. Every State, with the ex-
ception of Queensland, has two Houses of
Parliament. Queensland fortunately was
able to get rid of its Legislative Council.
1 hope that in the near future some coon-
oiny will be practised by, reducing the num-
ber of members, instead of making the rank
and file hear the whole of the burden of
economy. Another way in which economy
could be effected has been pointed out to
the Government, but they have taken prac-
tically no notice of it. I refer to the re-
patriation of migrants, which would save
many thousands of pounds that could be
used to help the semii-starving and ragged
children in this State. Some families have
drawn over £300 in sustenance and two or
three of them, so far as can be judged, will
be on sustenance for the next 15 or 20
years. Those men have been certified by the
doctors as unfit for work; in some instances
the wives are crippled and the children are
delicate. Yet those people have been loaded
on to us, and we shall have to keep them
until the children grow up and are able
to do something for their parents. I be-

hiere thousands of pounds could be saved
by the repatriation of those migrants. Many
of them were brought here under false pre-
tenees, and unless we can find work for
them or provide them with food and cloth-
ing, we should return them to the Home-
land. I admit that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment have some responsibility in the mat-
ter, but -we have the greater responsibility.
The Commonwealth Government would have
to issue passports, hut we have to foot the
bill. As a business proposition, the repat-
riation of those migrants stands on its own;
from a humane point of view, it is only
fair to send Home those dissatisfied and
distressed migrants who wish. to return.
There are hundreds who desire to return
to the Old Country. The Government might
say that any saving effected by repatriating
them would not mean anything in the Plan
that has been adopted, but the thousands
of pounds saved could be used in better
ways. I make a last appeal to members
on the Government side of the House. I
believe that one or two of them at least
have seen the error of their ways. Uin-
doubtedly some of them are opposed to the
main principles of the Bill, and I hope that
when the division is taken, there will be
no necessity to send it to another place,
but that it will be discharged here.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [12.65]: When a Bill touches so
closely the 'welfare of humanity, it is the
duty of the Opposition in Committee to try
to remodel it and lighten the burden pro-
posed to be placed upon the people. I have
been in Parliament for a long time, and I
cannot remember any occasion when more
time has been devoted to the study of a Bill
or greater efforts have been made to -re-
model a Bill on the lines considered essential
in the interests- of the people. We kept the
Parliamentary Draftsman busy for days to
get amendments framed and submitted to
the Government in ample time to permit of
the measure being reconsidered. The amend-
ments were debated at considerable length,
every member making it his task to present
his desires clearly so that the imposition
being placed on the people who were least
able to bear it might be realised. We gained
!iome little relief, but it was smaUl indeed to
those who deserved it most. We have been
speaking of things being top heavy. This
Bill is bottom heavy. The people on the
bottom rung of the industrial ladder will

41:37
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have to carry the big burden. The 'Minister
wilt say that the amendments proposed by
the Opposition might have appealed to him
if lie could have obtained the amount of
money desired. I do not think any -Minister
is justified in taking that attitude. What is
the State to gain from over-burdening those
who are getting least and who have least to
contribute? How can we expect to put the
State right by asking the people with the
smuallest incomes to do with less so that more
may be contributed to the State? If we
Want to get financial relief, stire]l'y we are
justified in going to those who are in a
position to contribute most! The Minister
wvill say that the contributions of those who
have least will total more than those who
have most. That is a callous way of looking
at it. It will bring poverty' and destitution
into the homes of thousands. As the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition pointed out,
those who awsenibled to consider the economic
difficulties of Australia did not consider all
the questions as to how relief could be
afforded. They devoted their attention to
a Plan submitted by a special committee.
The committee did not go verY far into the
economic problem. The 'y devoted their at-
tentio~n to that wvhich has been urged ever
sine we began to feel the depression. They
took as the basis of their investigation the
propazanda which had been launched by
those who had all to protect, so that they
may he relieved of the burden, and the
weight placed upon the shoulders of others.
There has been no investigation into the
honking system. The honks have been most
active in direc-ting Parliaments what to do.
They started the propaganda of educating
Membeis of Parliament. The people of
Australia are not g overning, and Partin-
mients are not functioning as they should.
The Parliaments have failed to realise the
necessities of the people. They are directed
by money power. Tinat is evidenced in the
Bill before us. We aire told to follow the
reonmitanists. They were first employed by
the banks so that they might be educated to
the lianks' point of view.

TIhe Attornev General: To what econoum-
ists do you refer?

Hon. W. 1). JOHNSON : To those who
were used for the preparation of the Plan.
They were verv active in their writings, all
of which dealt with reducing the standard
of living for the workers.

Mr. floney: Do you suggest they had
their traininz in the banks?

Hon. A. McCallunm: Two of them oire en-
gaged by banks.

Hon. AV. D. JOHNSON: I have no ob-
jection to economists being consulted by the
banks if they would give us the knowledge
they have g-ained iii their association with
those institutions. They have, however,
livcu us no information, but they have seen
to it that the banks' point of view, to trans-
for Australia's difficulties to the backs of
tie wvoikers, was fully explained through
the Pr-ess. If Governments fail to keep in
close contact with the people they must fail
to inintain Ausatralia's amibitions and out-
look. There is a danger of our- getting
into a narrow groove because the financial
institutions of Australia control the main
publications of the country' . The economists
who are used by tile banks are responsible
for the propaganda, and the Press in which
this propaganda has appeared is also ton-
[rolled 1) the banks. [nit-' Inemnbes of
P arliiamnent keep) in close touch with time p po-
pie, many' wrong thing:; will be done. The
Bill has been influencted by propagainda. Tihe
people have never been consulted. .All ov,'r
the countryi resoluitions are being carried
concerning the injustice of this measure.
The Opposi tion have done their best to ;ip-
peal to ineiribers opposite to realise that the
Bill is wvrong, that it will increase unemploy-
meat, and also the expenditure on sustenance
by the Government. One of our- burdens to-
day' is due to the motney we tire paying out
in sustenaince, for whichl we are getting no
return. If labour. is not profitable no colta -
try will pt ospicri. Those who ae onl the dole
are a liability to the country and not an asset.
If people are not an asset, the country must
become bankrupt. The right to borrow
money is baqed on the number of producers
in a country. Our people arc not creating
to-day. They are not an asset or a security
for the raising of more money. We icrease-
our liabilities by increasing the number of
unemployed. The Bill wilF not reduce ts-
tenanee payments, but will increase them.
Of what u~e k it to pass legislation that
will agg'-avate the position? The Bill will
bring a sad bur den upon time caunt,-v. It is
framed in such a way that those who can
least stand anl increase in their sulferi.v,
will have to bear, it. I join with other nieni-
bers on this side of the House in entem iii:
my emphatic p rotest against thme calloum'mme-
of members opposite in failing to rel iev-e
those on or below the basic wagre. We itl,-
mitted a1 reasojlable proposition when we
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asked for anl alteration in the schedule, and
and did alt we could to co-operate with the
Government. The Only way in which we
could agree -with the Government was to say
that people should go without food or cloth-
ing fit order that the powers that be might
get the relief thley are asking for. If thle
Government asked those who have something
to be patriotic and give a little more to the
State than they are doing, the country would
the quicker get upon the road to prosperity.
This Bill will crush the State. New South
Wales will get over her difficulties faster
than we shall under this legislation. Mr.
Lang may hare his faults, hut lie has his vir-
tues. He recognises. that no country can lie
put right by increasing the burdens onl tho~c
who have least. Thle money must be -got
from those who have most. That is the only
scund economic basis. I pirotest, with other
members, against the Bill, and regret that
during the Committee stage more considera-
tion was not given to the suigge.-tions from
this side of the House.

-RON. Xi. r. TROY (Mt. Magnet)
[1.12] : This Bill, we arc told, is nces-saryv
because of the financial position of Austra-
lia at the moment. We know also from what
we have read of the doings of the Federal
Parliament, that what is known as the Pre-
iiers' Plan isi the alternative to the fiduciary

note issue. Thle Commonwealth Government
proposed, as we know, to increase the note
issue onl a fiduciary basis by £18,000,000.
That proposal met withi thle strongest pos-
sible opposition in Parliament and almost
throughout the Press.

lion. S. WV. Mtursie: But not from the
people.

Hon. N1. F. T1ROY: Not only was oppo.;i-
tion voiced in the Press, hut nmlerous 11am]-
phlets were wvritten and circulated, and thre
banks also took part in the campaign of
prejudicing the minds of the Australian peo-
ple against the Federal tioverumeont's policy.
The Federal Government, failing in their
policy, had to accept the alternative, lbecauise
something& had to be done in the circum-
staaces as we all admit. To show how uit-
terly senseless was, the opposition to the fid-
uceiarv note issue of £18,000,000, and how
utterly tire people were imposed upon, and
further to show how unwarranted was the
action of the Federal Opposition in the Sen-
ate, I wish to quote some figures relating tn
Australian currency -which were published

only a few days ago. In July, 1930, a little
over a year ago, the circulation of the Aus-
tralian note issue was £44,000,000; and in
June of this year, only a month ago, the cir-
culation had1 risen to £60,000,000, or
£16,000,000 in excess of the circulation 12
months previously. In 12 months the notes
in circulation had increased hr no less than
£V,000,000 or only £2,090,000 less than the
proposed fiduciary issue; and that is as,
against tire fact that the gold reserve is pos-
sibly the lowest in the historyv of Australia.
'So we see what humibu-

Thle Attorne iy General :The figures you
quote rather dliscount the alleged effect of
the .08,000,0000 fiduciary issue.

Hon. S. WV. Munside: Nothing of the sort.

'Hot . -11. 1'. TR OT: I do iot k now whethe r
they do or not. I ami riot pirepared to argue
that p~oinlt, I amn riot suifficiently wvell in-
formed to (d0 so. I mierely quoted
those flgure4, published in the Pres
a few days ago, as evidence of
thre miethods employed by interested par-
ties in Australia to influence the people
against tire policy of the Federal G-overni-
meat. The fiduciary issue was to be a pal-
try £C18,000,000, and £1.6,000,000 has aul-
ready been raised. It was argued that thle
fiduciary issue would not meet the needs
of the time, but that. it would innperil thle
credit of Australia;, that it would make the
value of our notes 10s. as against £C1; that
it would undermine the financial stability
of the country, and cause chaos and di-
aster. Looking at the figures I have
quo ted, and knowing all that has happened
I am inclined to believe there has been
ulterior influence exercised. I am aware
that the financial position is not the same
as it was aL Couple of years ago;, but the
recent statement of 'Mr. Healy, represent-
ing the Associated Banks, is calculated to
give the community cause for thou'irht..
The people had been given to understand
that the banks had agreed to reduce their
rates of interest, as part and parcel of the
Plan.

The Attorney (veneral: rhat was so,
too.

Hon. 3f. F, TROT: I sin prepared to
accept the Attorney General's statement.
T know he is telling the truth. That was
part and parcel of the scheme. To our
consternation we learned the other day that
Mr. Hfealy had warned the Goverunuents
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that if legislation providing for compul-
sor 'v reductioin of interest on the part of
the banks wvere introduced, the w-hole con-
version scheme would he imperilled. That
was an extraordinary statement to come
from a responsible 'nan. We have been
told by the Press and by the banking insti-
tutions that our financial position ii most
critical, that wye are in dire straits, and
that somethintg desperate must be done.
We have beeni told that we must int ke
drastic ecottomic.s aiid do extremely lilt

lpleastant thinigs to save rthe situation.- We
have been told that all-round sacrifices
must he inle. I (10 not know that au v-
body objects to sacrifices being made all
round. If there had been a conviction
that ever'ybody all round was to make a
similar sacrifice, the people generally
would bare been prepared to make it. But
immediately legislation is introduced to re-
duce the banks' rate of interest complul-
sorily, Mr. Henly' on behalf of the Asso-
ciated Banks warns the Federal flovern-
anent that if such a step is taken, the whole
position w1 ill be upset and there will be no
conversion. The ha uk's are attemptingr too
much in haras.ing the people. Iii threate,,in ,
the people of Akustralia they- are exceeding
their functions. The banks have ce'rtain0
privileges; no one has greater privileges
in the Australian community. They operate
Ib' special char'ter, without restriction fromi
Government or anyone in the eoninnit 'v.
Mr. Healy, representing all the Associated
Banks, tells the people of Australia. after
they have been compelled to make sacri -
fices, that any attempt to compel the bank-s
to make similar sacrifices will imperil the
financial stability of the country. It was
indeed a grave statement for a responsible
luan to make. As a mnatter of fact, the
chances are that if the present position
continues in Australia, the banks them-
selves will be imperilled. If the present
position continues for the next few years,
anything might happen; and so these very
institurtions that threaten the people Of
Australia may in turn be threatened them-
selves. It is possible that the same thing
may' happen here as occurred in other
countries. It is unsatisfactoryv to find
that the very people who should have stood
in with the Governments of Australia have
refused to do so.

The Attorney General: They will have to
come in.

liou. .M. F. fTROY: The M1inister knows
whait the Associated Banks say. They have
through the Press announced that the suc-
cess of the Plan will be imperilled and they
wlvli not help to make the conversion loan a
success. 'The banks have great and import-
anot powers, and bankers have a tremendous
influence in Australia.

lHon. S. W. Miunsie: They also have a fair
amount of money invested in bonds, too.

Ilan. M. iF. TROY: 'The operations of
many people are directed by their bunkers
in respect to financial phases of their
undertakings. I do not know that the ad-
vice offered is sound, but the fact remains
that Many IpeoIple are in the hlands, of the
banks and take the advice given by the
Ibaliks. When 1 read the published state-
miert of the Associated Banks, I thought it
was not a fair thing to compel the rest of
the people to accept conditions such as aire
being imposed by the Glovernments.

RON. S. W. MUNSIE (Hanrians)
[1.21 a.iu.J: I cannot allow the third read-
iing to pass without entering my protest. I
would not have minded if the Government
tadinjt roduacedi a Bill on ill fours with those

submtitted to theirlParlaiments by other Goy-
enlitterits. Onl the contrary, the Government
of this Stare have gone further than any
other State Goverlnment, and I agree with
the I )cputY Leader of the Opposition that
rite ( mberil ia-it will live to regret having
g.1i1h So) fll-. Tlhis action will recoil onl them,
andI do more harm than good. I protest
aglainst the Hill because it covers outside
enhlplo 'ers and employees. The measure will
become law in less thn six weeks from the
time ltre Bill was first introduced, and by
it the Government will have deprived the
private employees of the State of that which
has taken 30 years and the expenditure of
ninny hundreds of pounds to secure. They
have dlone that without consulting the work-
cr., mid have overridden the laws of the
State.

-Mr. Kenaneally: It is just ai wage-reduc-
Ii1g measure.

Hon. S. W. MUNSTE: That is all.
The Attinnev General: Who is overriding

the laws, and which laws
Hon. S. W. MIUNSIE: The Government

and their zapporters hare over-ridden the
laws of this State.

The Attorney General: What do you
mean? When Parliament passes a law,
does that over-ride the laws of the State?
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11011. S. AV. MtUNSLE: Yea, it does. With
all due respect to the Attorney General,
arlbitrationt is the policy of this State. I
give the Attorney General credit for his
lighiting capacity, beceause be -was the only
one at the Premiers' Conference, including
the eonomists advising him, who assisted
the Premier of this State to bring in outside
employees.

The Attorney General: In Western Ausa-
tralia.

Hon. &. W. MUILNSIE: In all States.
The Attorney General: And the ceono-

ini-ti, all ag-reed.
Hon. S. AV. MU'NSlE: The proposal was

turned down: they would not hav-e anything
to dto with it.

Mr. Kenneally : They knew their matt,
li011. S. W1. MU'NS]It: Despite that fact,

the Arti ne v General has been able to eturn
to thie State and convince his supporters that
sucht a. couise is absolutely essential, Tile
peopile ut Western. Australia authorised thle
Giovernmnent to continue arbitration fur the
iettlemeiut of industrial disputes and wages.
Uf a vote were taken to-morrow, it would be
Cound that 80 per Cent. of the people wer-3
in favour of the settlement of industrial dis-
putes by arbritr-atiuon. Yet the Government,
with a majority of three on the floor of the
[louse, introduce this legislation and over-
ride the Arbitration Act! The Attorney
leneral is mnanly enough to admit that the
eCason for Covering outside employers is that
he Arbitration Court will niot redutce their

r1ages.
The Attorney General: I did niot say any-

hing of the sort. 1 said tihat the court
lould riot do so.

Hun. S. W. M-NUNSIE: Why cannot the
.ourt do soq

The Attorney General: Because the law
ireveilts it from doing so.

Hon. S. W. -MUINSIE: The law does no-
lung of the kind. It ay prevent the court
Thin bringing wages down lower than in
nv other State, b~ut the court must carr~y
qut the law as it stands,. The Arbitration
Lrt does not prevent the Arbitration Court
rom returning any verdict considered fair
rid just. I forecast great difficulty when
he Bill becomes law. 'Naturally, the Bill
~ill assist a section of the community with
egard to tlur reduction of interest. When
he Bill rem-lies the Council, it will be as
ood as passed, for it will be dealt -with in
nick time.

The Attorney General: I am told they are
going to tear it to pieces.

Hon. S. W. MEN SIB: They may alter it
by putting back certain provisions that the
Attorney General had included in the Bill
at the outset, but the Government will cer-
tainly not lose the Bill.

The Attorney General: You think I can
safely refuse to accept their amenidments 9

Hon. S. W. MEN SIB: Yes, I think the
Minister can, because the Legislative Council
will not allow him to lose the Bill for the
simple reason that it provides for a reduc-'
tion in wages. The Bill provides for a re-
duction in interest, but I want it to go a
little further. I have been making inquiries
among people in a position to give me cor-
rect information, and from what I could
ascertain, I estimate that there are in the
metropolitan area, excluding Fremantle but
taking in M.%idland Junction, slightly over
.,000 workers who have bought their own
homes or are bnying them, and still owe on
n average about £300. They are purchasing
their honies at an interest rate averaging
s pet. eent. That is apart front premises
being- bought under the Workers' Homes
Act. By the reduction of their interest rates,
the -workers will be relieved to the extent of
£V5 Ss.. while at tile same time the Bill will
rake from the mann who is on the basic wage
n~o less than £33 12s. That means to say
that such men will lie £28 4s. worse off,
despite the reduction in interest. I claim
that thep Government will have to provide
niot only a reduction in interest, but in enpi-
tat cost as well. It is only fair that they
should get it. The Attorney General prob-
ably will say that cannot he done, because
it is a private deal. But he has admitted
rhat anything can be done under the Bill;
things he has abhorred all his life lie is
putting- into operation in this Bill. I say
he should go a little further. We have a
precedent for it. We have in this State a
scheme under which the general taxpayer
has lost four millions. That amount has
been written off, and now it is proposed to
write off another two millions. I refer to
group settlement. If the Bill becomes law,
RA it will, it will impoverish a number of
those who to-day are endeavouring to get
1'nes over their beads. rnless their capi-
tal cost can hie reduced, hundI~reds of them
will lose their homes under the Bill. The
Bill ha- to go fur-ther, to _-ive sonc special
relief to those peonle. DurinE, the Com-
mittee stage the Attorney General gave R
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definite jiroinise that another Hill would be
introdluced dealing with rent and profiteer-
lug.

Mr. 'Marshall: We shall pass it here and
it will be booted out in another place.

Hon. S. W. 'MlNS1E: I am pleased with.
the promise given by the Attorney General,
but I say that if his rent-fixing Bill or his
profiteering Bill is going. to be of any use
to the general community, it will have no
more chance of getting through another
place than I have of being made P rime MJin-
ister of England within the nest five years.
They might pass a Bill that is sent up to
them, but if it is one likely to be of any
service to the community, it will nlever go
throughl another place. There was; iii this
Bill, when first introduced, at clause which
on the second reading- was ridiculed from
this side, although the principle underlying
it was agreed to; it was the method by
which it was to be put into o1)eration that
was ridiculed on this side, and rightl.y so.
Then the A ttornev G eneral practiva! * y re-
drafted the Bill, but retained a clause Sinmi-
lar to the one I refer to. I do not know
what came over the Government and their
supporters, but they refused to go on with
it. Had that clause gone to another place
and grot through, it would have been of some
benefit to the workers. It was the only
clause by which the 'vage-earners would have
a.- possible chance of getting any benefit
from the Bill: they would have got that
benefit because they could have used the
clause as a weapon. Evidently the Goivern-
nwent saw that and so refused to go oil with
it. Since the Government, through the Hill.
are going to impoverish not only those whom
they employ, but also private'employees, I
say that any method that could be adopted
to defeat such a rotten Bill as this ought to
be adopted. 'Never have we had introduced
a Bill to equal this one in its bad eminence.
Those who sulpported it will live to remret
the day they east a vote in favour of it.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchiison) [1.36]:
1 wish formally to bid farewell to the most
vicious piece of legislation ever introduced
into this Asqombly. T.opsided in character.
unfair in its incidence, having passed this
Chamber the Bill will appeal to members,
of another place as wash appealq to swvine.
They will wallow in it. Any reduction in
wrages% is part of their life: they lore it
and cherish it. We have done all we could
to assist the Government to alleviate the

Position as far as possible, but even casual
workers employed by private enterprise will
be subject to the unmerciful effect of this
Bill.

The Attorney General: Are you satisfied
that the Arbitration Court will reduce the
wages of private einployees?

_1r. MARSHALL: When it comes to
legislation of this sort I have about as much
faith in the Arbitration Court as I have in
the Attorney fGeneral; I have no confidence
iii either. one would not have been so bit-
terly opposed to the Bill had the Attorney
General or the Government attacked those
people wvho during years of prosperity, and
even, during the war period, raked off niil-
lions in profit; if the Premiers' Conference
%,.Inch brought forth this vile legislation had
attacked those people and forced theta to
make some sacrifice in proportion to the
wealth they have been permitted to accu-
mnulate then, one might have seen some ex-
tenuation for the Bill. But here we have a
Piece of legislation that leaves those people
entirely aclone. For mniths past, through
the mediumi of the newslpapersl which they
own, they have been (directing the Parlia-
ientA of the ('ommonwealth, chiallenging

tlhcmu to introduce legislation to interfere
with profiteering and directing themi to eon-
f ine theirp activities to those already down
aid] out, to akeI the poor poorer, to con-
v*eil little giserv into miuch misery, hut to
leave the sacred edifice of banking strictly
alone. We can do no more. The States
And the Commonwealth are ruled by money.
bags, and 11nfortunaitelvl there are politicians

11mo eev it their dictates and give effect to
thei r dc-i res.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (lIon.
T. A. L. lDavy-West Perth-in rel)
[1 .401~: Previous to this stage, we have de-
bated at considerable length most of the
po'ints that have he: a raied to-night. Cer-
tain fallacies have been repeated, ad mem-
bers of the Opposition in their remarks hav"
given a1 false impression of what the Bill
proposes. I wish to correct that false im-
pression. The Bill deals first with a re-
rinction of wagzes and salatries paid by the
Government.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: That is where it
should hare stopped.

Mfr. Mfarshall: And would have stopped,
hut for the Attorney General.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt does
that because the Government cannot pay.
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Lnies. Governments are given relief on
those lines, they will be unable to pay any-
thling. Another portion of the Bill gives
the Arbitration Court power, if it thinks
right, to c~tend a similar reduction to pi-
vate wvages and salaries. That does not seem
to me to be a vecry terrific thing.

Hon. S. W. 2funsie: It did not do that
w;hen the Bill was introduced.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It gave
the court complete control of the position,
iV the court so desired. At present, how-
ever, we are not debating what the Bill con-
tained when it was introduced. All it does
now is to give the court power, if it thinks
proper. to extend a similar reduction to
persons employed outside the Government
servie. The member for H~annans described
that ai a1 lawless nt-

Fon. S. W. Munsie: So it is.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And an

interference with the law of the land.
Honl. S8 W. Afunsie: So it is.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Every

law passed and assented to is an interfer-
ence with the law of the land. What is
Parliament for except to pass laws? It is
ridicalous and extravagant to suggest that
this law is any different from any other
law.

Hon. W. I). Johnson: IT has never been
submitted to the neonle and the people have
never had an opportunity to exprless their
viewq on a measure anvthine like it.

The ATTORNEY IINERAL: How
many n vas passed through this lParliament
have beta considered mnd approved by the
people before being introduced?

The Mlinister for Agriculture: Perha ps 1
per- cent.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I should
say .01 per cent. This stuff about the peo-
ple's mandate is papl for babies9. What cc-
tiolt ha- ever been fought on a cea r-cuit issue
that a p)articular law should ble put onl the
statute-hook?

Hon. A. -McCallun : Most elections are.
Ont veryv few measures are the people not
consulted. Ninety-nine per cent. are be-
fore the people before they are enacted.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
agree.

Holl. A. 'McCallum: You are only offer-
ing excusies for your own position.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I aii do-
ing nothing of the kind.

Holl. S. W. Munsie: When the Biu-
Page Government appealed to the people onl

the arbitration issue they were nearly wiped
out of existence.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Does the
member for Hannans suggest that that was
a true issue?

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Yes.
The ATTORNEDY GENERAL: With 'he

perplexity of different problems before the
people, I do not believe it is possible every
time there is anl election to get a mandate on
ally particular piece of legislation. I said
earlier in the debate that no real ailternative
had been offered to the Plan. That would
not excuse the Plan. If the scheme of legis-
lation is wrong, thle fact of no alternative
being offered would not excuse it. Perhaps
it would be better to do nothing, It has been
suggested to-night that a sound alternative
was offered in the form of the £18,000,000
fiduciary note issue

Hon. S. W. 'Munsie: Nobody suggested
that alone.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I supzesl
that the member for Mr. Magnet has anms-
wered that point himtself. lie indicated that
quite apart from any action by the Federal
(I overnment, there had been inflation to the
extent of £16,000,000 since the fiduciary ntote
6SLUo was first %uggestcd. I dare say Ile was
i ight. Howv much good has that inflation
done?

Hon. S. W. Munsie: None.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And the

£18,000,000 would have done no good.
Hon. S. W. 3tunsie : Thmat would have

been quite a different thing.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It would

not. It would not matter tow inflation was
achieved, the effect would[ be the same.

Hon. S. W. MNun ic: Has there been one
extra manl emplloyed as a result of file
£16,000,000 of inflation .? Of course tiot. It
has been used to pay deficits. The £:18,000,000
would have been different.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
£18,000,000 would have had no mole effect
and another £C18,000,000 after that would
have had no effect. Once start a process of
inflation and allow Parliament to determine
to what extent it should he carriel., and t ho
net result would ble the same as, in every
country that has ever tried inflation.

Hon. A. McCallum: Parliament decides it
now.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It does
niot.
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Honl. A. McCallum: It fixes the precent-
age of gold reserve against thle note issue.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Of alurs
it does, but for the fiduciary' issue it was pro-
pirsed. that the Government should decide.

Hon. A. McCallum: Parliament wvould
have fixed the limit.

The ATlTORNEY Wh IAL iat
would have bjeen the limit ? There would
have lbeen, no limlit. It would have goae oil
arid onl.

Ron. W. 1). Johnson: The British Par-
liament has approved of the policy and
fixed the limit.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It has not.
Hon.-A W. D. Jlohnson : It has.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It has

done nothing' of tile Sort.
Honl. W. 1.). Johnson: It limited the

amtount andi allowed the Bank of England
to work up to that amount.

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask thle Minister to
stick to the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GE,!NERAL: The mecan-
her for 3Mr. -Magnet showed clearly
how absolutely valuejess as a mealls
of saving the country from default
a fiduciary issue would have been.
The member for South Fremnantle ntiado
certain remarks about the conduct of memi-
bers on the Government side of the House,
I spent a considerable number of years
close to where the member for South Fre-
mantle is now seated, and my recollection
is that when his Government introduced
measures, there was complete unanimity
on his side of the Rouse.

Hon. A. McCallum: They expressed
their views.

Mr. IKenneally: They never were silent
as your supporters have been.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The 'y sat
completely silent hour after hour. I call
remember the member for MAt. Afargarret
commenting on their silence.

Mr. Sleeman: On only one occasion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, onl
several occasions.

Mr. SPEAKER: He is not in tli Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I re-
member Mr. Taylor talking about the Con-
spiracy of silence on the Government side
of the House, -Members onl this side now
are absolutely free to do what they like.

Mr-. Corboy: Everyone is responsible
for his own vote.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.
There was one inenber w-ho voted against
the Government to the extent on one oc-
easion of reducing things to a fifty-fifty
basis.

'Mr. Corboy: Ile will not vote against
the third reading.

Thle ATTORNEY GENERAL: I tell the
people of thle State that every member on
this side is free to vote as hie likes.

1loji. A. McCallumiin: We know how nmy
('alies mneetings you have had.

The ATTOR'NEY GENKRAL,: It was
necessary to have that number of meetings,
in order to get unanimlity Upon01 the nice-
sure. When the Opposition are dealing
with the mneasure which theyv decide shall
be a party one, t hey nieed only have one
meeting andi then they take a vote. If the
minority (lisagree, of course they still vote
with the majority. On this side of the
House it has been necessary' to hold sev-
eral meetings. We head to g-o onl modifying
the Bill until wye reached a state of ,-omi-
plete utnfnity, wvith the exception of one
member.

IRon. A. MceCallu m : Tha t proves nin'
contention, that this House has teased to
lbe at deliberative Chamber. The legisla-
tion is- settled outside the Chamber.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: You are
right, It is!

Ron. A. McCallum: We aire no longer a
deliberative Chamber.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 entirelyv
agr-ee wi th the lioni. muember. T have often
p~rotested against it. It ceused to he a de-
liberative Chamnber in the true sense many
.years ago.

lion. A. -McCallum: Not to thle extent
it has under the present G'over-nment.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
seen tnensures% put through this House, and
the per-sons who supported themn consti-
tuted at small mninority of thle House. That
wv.s when the lion. memher was a 'Minister
onl this side of the House.

Hoii. A. _MeCalhrn: T do not know any.-
thing about it.

'Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the
Attorney' General to speak to the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We have
had enough of the Bill.

Mr. Sampson: The Attorne 'y General
should admit that the member who voted
aga finst the Bill has always been opposed
to restrospeetive mneasures.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I fully

appreciate the Unpleasantness of the Bill to
many members of the Opposition. They
have put up their opposition in a most Par-
liamentary manner. Although wve have had
strong political (dferences of opinion, I do
not think the prestige of the House has lost
anything from the manner in wvhich the
debiate has been conducted.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

23
17

legis'lative Cou1cii,
Th/ursday, 309h Iuly, 1931.

Bills: HlreParchaae, Asreement.. further recoin.
Supply (No. 1) £1,370,000, all stages..
Financilal Emtergency, la., 2R.....
FirearnE and Gua, Assembly's Mlessage
Constitution ActsE Mennern, l. ..

The PRESIDENT took the
4.30 pam., and read prayers.

Chair

Miaiority for.

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Barnard
Mr. Brown
Mr. Davy
Mr. Done,'
M r. Ferguson
Mr. CGriffith-
Mr. Keenan
M r. Lindasy
Mr. H. W. Moon
Mr. 3. 1. Mann
Mr. Mcbnrty

Mr. Corboy
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Cunninghamn
Mr. liegney
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Kenneally
Nir. Mahall
Mr. McCellumn
Mr. Mungle

Ars.
Mr. Lath.,.
Mr. Teeadale

Question thus

Bill read a ti
to the Council.

AYES.
Sir
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
-e

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

NOES.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

.. 6

J-mes Mitchell
Parker
Patrick
Please
Richardson
Sampson
Scaddan
.1 Xni Smilth
'ii,"'

Wellu
North

(Teller.)

Panrton
Raphael
Stearns.
Troy
Wansbrougb
wVillcocrk
Withiers
Millington

(TelWe.)

PAntS.

Mr. Lainond

passed.

nird time and transmitted

BILL-CONSTITUTION ACTS AMEND-
MENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

House adjourned at 2.0 am. (Thursday).

BILL-HIRE-PUWHASE AGREE-
ITENTS.

Further Recomamittal.

On motion by the -Minister for Country
Water Supplies, Bill further recommitted
for the purpose ot again reconsidIering
Clause 5 and Newv Clause 7.

it Committee.

Haon. J1. CorntellI in the Chair: the Minister
for Country Water Supplies in charge oll
the Bill.

Clause 5-Proceedings on vendor re-
possessing chattel:

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: The clause has been
amended by the Committee, but I am not
tatisfied with it in its present form. The
position is not adequately safeguarded, and
as the clause stands, it is calculated to seri-
ously hamper the transaction of business.
I think it is possible to recast the whole
clause to give it some more definite form to
mieet requiremntts.

Holt. H. SEDDON: Since the clause was
fLefore thc Committee last evening, it has
been, further considered and re-drafted. I
suggest that the Minister report progress so
that the amendment may be placed on the
Notice Paper for members to peruse.

The CHAIRMAN: Some hon. members
were good enough to show me the proposed
onmendnment before the House met. It was
quggested that we should follow the proced-
tire adapted. by leave of the Committee,
when dealing with the Hospital Bill, by
which a whole clause was struck out wit
a view to inserting a new clause. That was
done for the purpose of substituting a much
shorter and simpler elause. If that is to be
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4163
4166
4166
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